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FINAL DECLARATION

1. We the ratifiers, together with the States Signatories, met in Vienna from 3 to 5
September 2003 to promote the entry into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban
Treaty at the earliest possible date. In accordance with the mandate given to us in Article XIV
of the Treaty, we decided by consensus what measures consistent with international law may
be undertaken to accelerate the ratification process in order to facilitate the early entry into
force of the Treaty.

2. We reaffirmed our strong determination to enhance international peace and security
throughout the world and stressed the importance of a universal and internationally and
effectively verifiable comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty as a major instrument in the field
of nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation in all its aspects. We reiterated that the
cessation of all nuclear weapon test explosions and all other nuclear explosions, by
constraining the development and qualitative improvement of nuclear weapons and ending the
development of advanced new types of nuclear weapons, constitutes an effective measure of
nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation in all its aspects and thus a meaningful step in the
realization of a systematic process to achieve nuclear disarmament. We therefore renewed our
commitment to work for universal ratification of the Treaty and its early entry into force.

3. We noted with appreciation the overwhelming support for the Treaty that has been
expressed by the United Nations General Assembly and other multilateral and regional organs
and initiatives, which have called for signature and ratification of the Treaty as soon as
possible and have urged all States to remain seized of the issue at the highest political level.
We reaffirmed the importance of the Treaty and its entry into force for the practical steps for
the systematic and progressive efforts towards nuclear disarmament and nuclear non-
proliferation which were agreed to_at international forums dealing with nuclear disarmament
and nuclear non-proliferation. - e T
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4.  Since the Treaty was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly and opened for
signature almost seven years ago, progress has been made in the ratification process. We
welcomed this as evidence of the strong determination of States not to carry out any nuclear
weapon test explosion or any other nuclear explosion, and to prohibit and prevent any such
nuclear explosion at any place under their jurisdiction or control. As of today, 168 States have
signed and 104 States have deposited their instruments of ratification. Of the 44 States listed
in Annex 2 to the Treaty whose ratification is required for its entry into force, 41 have signed,







