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The States Party to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) are
meeting at a time when the multilateral nuclear non-proliferation and nuclear disarmament
process is facing critical challenges both from within the system as well as from outside.
Ensuring effective verification of non-proliferation undertakings under the Treaty is key to
meeting many of those challenges.

The purpose of this Preparatory Committce session is to consider developments
affecting the operation and purpose of the NPT, to continue the work begun last year for the
review in 2005 of the implementation of the Treaty, and to consider a preliminary assessment
of the achievements since 2000. The basis for this review is the provisions of the Treaty itseif,
the package of decisions adopted in 1995, and the final document agreed in 2000. In this
context, the report of the International Atomic Energy Agency (LAEA) today focuses mainly
on the safeguards activities of the IAEA relevant to the implementation of the NPT, and
touches briefly on the Agency’s nuclear safety and security, and technical co-operation
programmes. In separate presentations next week, the Agency will describe in greater detail
its nuclear safety and security activities and its technical co-operation programme.

Nuclear Verification

The Agency’s Director General recently noted that the nuclear arms control regime is
being challenged and is clearly under stress. The challenges include: the effort to verify Iraq's
nuclear capabilities; DPRK's defiance of its NPT safeguards obligations; failure of some
countnies to conclude and bring into force NPT safeguards agreements; slow progress on the
conclusion and entry info force of additional protocols; and stagnation on moving towards
nuclear disarmament and towards unmiversality. For the nuclear arms control regime to
maintain its integrity, progress must occur on all these fronts.

Strengthened Safeguards

In the 2000 Final Document, States Party rightly recognized that Agency safeguards
are the fundamental pillar of the nuclear non-proliferation regime and play an indispensable
role in the implementation of the Treaty, helping to create an environment conducive to
nuclear disarmament and to nuclear cooperation. The document also reaffirms that the JAEA
is the competent authority responsible for verifying and assuring compliance with States’






