
STATEMENT BY MONSIGNOR hIICHAE I, tt' . 15 :iX,1C1 1 I ,  
HEAD OF THE HOLY SEE DELEGAIqHO,\i 

1" Preparatory Committee for the 2010 Review C'o11t'ersnc.c ijt" tile 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 'C'C't.;q~osls 

Vienna, April 30 - hIay 1 1, 2007 

Mr. Chairman, 

With this Preparatory Committee we embark on a journey a.i.!-!ose pr.tr!?ar.\ <ci;il 

is to prepare fertile ground so that the VIII Review Conference t l r '  ~?-:c' l.'i.:::i~:,~ 11ic 

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, scheduled for 20 10. LL ! 1 1  i~:,~;:dil~.ta C < ) ~ I . <  i 5 i i : i l ~  
, . .  8 

I .  ( 0 .  and encouraging results not only for strengthening the Treaty i~,;:.:it. :.\:it - : !  :$ f., !. 

making it a more effective instrument in respoilding to the 11t.w ii~;!il.:l:::t':; ih;il ;i:.t: 

continually emerging on the nuclear horizon. 

We commence our d.iscussions after the negative outcorlit. 01' i l ~  31t05 l i~. ,~ i::ci' 

Conference, during which it was not possible to adopt a :;ubs;:ir~tirli ,i!l35di!:.(Uk 

document on account of the differences existing within the i~lter~x~!ioi>al ~ i ~ ~ ? ~ t ! l i i i ~ ~ ~ > . .  

The difficulties that emerged in 2005 should help us to r e f e c !  upoil :lid :rr  

chart a course of action that, in three years time, might allow l i b  t o  Leiehr:~re. r ! l ~  

2010 Review Conference with satisfactory results in the nrcns ot iiusleur 
disarmament and non-proliferation. My Delegation would 1 ike to c'o ti~r1buit: r 0  111 I >  

debate by proposing three areas for our reflections. 

A first element for our reflection is the recognitioi~ of the t l -o lw ~... hoiids r k t t  
exist between nuclear disarmament and nuclear non-psoliferr;iri(->n: tticty itre 
interdependent and mutually reinforcing and their transparent a i . ~ ~ !  I . C S P C ~ I I S ~ ! ? L C  
irnplementation represents one of the principal irlstruments not or:ly ill :he t'igi~r 
against nuclear terrorism, but also in the concrete realization of a ctiill:lr-e ot' l i t ' ?  ; t r ~ c l  
of peace capable of promoting in an effective way the i n t e p l  clei i'loplnc11r i:f' 

peoples. Here it is fitting to recall that "in place of the arms race . . there :?lust. !?e 
substituted a common effort to mobilize resources toward ol-\jl.cri\-cr of inoral. 
cultural and economic development, redefining the priorities and t ~ic;.!:lr-ui~icu 01' 
values" (Catechism of the Catholic Church, No. 243 8). 

A second element for reflection, inevitably connected cvi th 1!1e j- I :ic'Cli!~g OIIC. 

is the need to create within this forum a climate of confidence :ind ~ L L ; I ~  iio( lper:~lio:l. 
The negative outcome of 2005 demonstrates a pre~.alence of ! nt 1; : ;!!iiai : t tiz:<ils 

over collective security, thus i-ishillg Lu weaken even further [ i l ~ .  . I !  i - : : t ~ ~ \  t r.*i- i !  c 

( .  I frameworks on nuclear non-proliferation and disarmanle~~t. of ilic[: .hc VF)-i' 



represents the principal multilateral point of r-etkrcnze. Nc\~t.rr!i:.!:.,~~,. !r i. ' { I  iv 
noted that there is a growing awareness of how the interests oi i l l { :  !,:o;l! <ec,i.!i.i:y :il.l: 

deeply connected with the interests of internatiorlal securil?. : I - I  . . i \ _ ~ \ ! ~ i : ~ ~ i i . ~ i ~ j ~ i ~ ~  ,.. .-. {jl:.,  

interdependence, it thus beco~nes all the more evident 11ci:~ ; ! : c  >P?' i ; i , ~ t > + ~ : : ! c ~ ~  . (  

1 i- .- i. fundamental pillar in nuclear non-pro1 iferation. f u r ~ i s h i  11% ;ilc >;Y.-LI h;!t:is : ;- 

international verification on nuclear material, under the auspice:. ! s t '  t i.1~2 I iiti'~.11.!~101::~:! 
, . Atomic Energy Agency, and for the elimination of nucler-tr \ i . < , L ; > i , . r i i i .  I1:'1~?i;t ~ L . ! ~ , L ~ L I ; , :  

' r - i  XVI, in his 2006 Message for the World Day of Peace, st;ited: '-!+'!:,it l..*lil i~ i - i i i l .  

too, about those governments which count nuclear arms as a i!le;l!ls c:.!iil-ir!ll? :j!t: 

security of their countries? Along with countless persons of y!tlci {,\ i ! ! ,  i ; i I I  i t L f i i .  

that this point of view is not only baneful but also cornpleczi> ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ i c ~ o ~ ~ s .  , i  

nuclear war there would be no victors, only victims. The {ruli; :it ' pc:ice !.c~ji.ti~.c'\ 

that all - whether those governments which openly or secrcriv i:;:ssess I:LIL\C:II 

arms, or those planning to acquire them - agree to change i i ? ~ i i .  c!_ar.n!-st. hv iil;.tc!- 

and firm decisions, and strive for a progressive and concel.tetf nut. ka!-  disasrn;irrie~l~, 
The resources which would be saved could then be clnpios-ed in ;,l-c~j_lrcts (>! '  

development capable of benefitting all their people, especially rile poi-lr". 

A third point for reflection is the need to raise a:+;ji-cr:li;.s wic l~ in  [!it. 
international community so that it might be more ambitious i n  i-n;lA!:~g the XP.1' ar: 
adequate instrument in the promotion of peace and internatiorial secu!-iry. I:] (.)!-d~'i. t i )  

accomplish this an innovative approach on determining the te:;!. political :inti 
technical requirements to promote effectively the objectives of the YP?' j s  c:\ili_.ci 
for. In this direction, an analysis and determination of practical sr.tips is r~eccss~lry so 
that these steps may more effectively respond to cluestions concerniij:. ... :i.)r- t..uail!p!e. 
verification and transparency of the activities of 11uclear disnrri-iarnc!l.r :itlit !?i->n- 

proliferation, fissile material, negative security assurances, rlle rt!.~cle:.;lr- i;,.~e1 cy.11~. 
control of radioactive material, expansion of nuc:It"~s-~v t2pc !r?s-fi .ce--~~rlt- '~.  

recognizing the value of the CTBT, and i~riproving the governailcz < ~ f  1111;- NPT. 

Mr. Chairman, 

"Peace is more than the absence of war: it canrlot i+2ijLLtcd to l i l t .  

maintenance of a balance of power between opposing forces nor :!,l.!c.; i r  asiris c,ut !.)r' 
. . I  

despotic dominion, but it is appropriatelv called the ivork (!f jub:iCc,, Pr.ace .+Ll ; ,  

never be achieved once and for al.1, but must be built up conrinu,\i;> -' i ~ . ;~ i l rd i ; i . f r~  rJ :  
, . 

Spes, No. 78). The foundations of peace take the name of respccr r il;iinsll l i f q : ;  

and the primacy of the rule of law. The principal aim of the rule ot  \,it,.\ i s ,  i!i t':iir. 

to substitute "the material force of arms with the moral force of la:% '' ! Bt.llec!iI:r S \ - .  
Appeal to the Leaders of Peoples at War, August 1. 1917). Ihshc  li i :!.is :nigh: 

to enlighten the way that leads from Vienna 2007 Nexv \'Oi-k ?i,.ilo nl ld  i . 3 ~  
h T ,  r l .  l ' L , * -  \ y  1 

VIII Review Conference of dlt. 'rreaiy tile ~ V O L L - L ~ L  C ~ L I ~ ~ . L ~ ~ L , ~  l L  L ' ~ : ~ L L L . L ~  

Weapons. 


