
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear \\'capons 
First Preparatory Committee Meeting for the 201 0 Review Collfercnce 
Vienna, 30 April - 11 May 2007 

- - -  - - - - 

4, AUSTRALIA L 
--J>>>>>\&<((cG-CL 

AUSTRALIA 

Statement 
delivered in the General Debate by 
H.E. Caroline Millar 
Permanent Representative of Australia to the United Nations, Ambassaclor G,r Dl~;ir~~l;lmcnt 

Thank you Mr Chairman. 

The Australian delegation warmly congratulates you on your appoint nrcnt . I I onci 
looks forward to working with you. 

For almost four decades the NPT has rightfully been at the centre of regionill :iiiil ploh:il securit), 
architecture. No multilateral treaty has done as n ~ u ~ h  to strengthen our coil ccLiic. and national 
security. But in a climate of renewed concern about horizontal proliferation. ;iiiii n ith \vork still 
to be done on nuclear disarmament and peaceful nuclear energy issues. thc i:lck of :qreec1 
outcomes at the 2005 Review Conference did the Treaty a great disservice. \\ c urge all N P T  
parties to grasp the opportunities offered by a new review cycle. 

It is inevitable that there will be differing viewpoints and prioritics \\ltllin rhc KPT ' s  
membership. But there is also much agcement. Good progress was made PI: mc1.t issues in tht. 
brief time available for substantive work at the 2005 Review Conference. -This so l td  body of 
agreement was exemplified also by the declaration on nuclear non-proliferation L ~ n r l  disarrnamcnt 
agreed by the Foreign Ministers of Australia, Chile, Indonesia, Nonvay, Rorc :l:lia. South A fiica 
and the UK in July 2005, and subsequently supported by around seventy cou~ltsic~. UPT parties' 
common outlook is evident also in the conclusion reached by the over\\ llcllniils il~ajority of 
countries that their security interests are best served by renouncing nuclear iveapons. iclirling the 
NPT and complying faithhlly with NPT and IAEA obligations. 

The NPT is often described as a bargain between the nuclear-weapon states and rtic non-nuclcar- 
weapon states. In fact, it is a three-way bargain. The commitment non-nucid.ii -I\ c : ~ p o ~ ~  st:ltch 
give to their fellow non-nuclear-weapon states - that they will not aaluirr, 01- clc\ clop t~uc l~ar  
weapons - is an essential part of the NPT. If confidence in this uull~nltlncnt filltcred. 
strategically damaging and economically debilitating regional nuclear arm$ r:icc. could result. 
harming all our interests. 

NPT pas-ties should reject any notion that the NPT is the type of bargain ~vlierc tire iirtel-ests ill' 
some parties are pitted against the countervailing interests of other parties. :'.r~st~.:lli:l s1i:irzs thc 
view of Kofi Annan, the former UN Secretary General, who stated in his rcport in larger 
freedom: 'Progess in both disarmament and non-proliferation is essential :mil ne!:her slioulrl hi. 
held hostage to the other'. 



Mr Chairman 

The nuclear non-proliferation situation has deteriorated since lve last rnci. \(!!-ill Korea'.: n i ~ c i ~ a r  
test of 9 October 2006 directly challenged the fundamental principlzs ot' i!oi;-pr.c~llfcratio!~ at t!ic 
heart of the NPT. For the first time, a country u.hich joined the NP1' ,.i> :! ilon-~~uclear-~\ c'nl'll,lli 

state has acquired a nuclear explosive capability. Australia hopc.; tiiut :tic si.\-l)~irt~. statcn?~.lit 
released on 13 February 2007 indicates North Korea has made the ~ t i c i t ~ g ~ i  choice to y ~ \ , c  up 
nuclear weapons. North Korea must now match with practical action tile i'c~mmitinent it  ti::? 
given. 

The North Korea case illustrates the risk of hTPT parties acquiring rriizle;~~ technolog>, ti:t:ri 
leaving the Treaty to pursue nuclear weapons. Australia believes NI'7 p:u-tic.: s ~ c ) L ~ I c I  agree o!: 
measures to strengthen disincentives to withdrawal anti to ensure an Llppnij:r~;itc response in 
cases. We were encouraged by the very constructive discussion on NP.1' \\ ith~lrau~al issues at t:it 

2005 Review Conference. 

Iran's determined pursuit of uranium enrichment without any con\.incilig pc~icclill justi ticatio~t 
and in defiance of resolutions of the IAEA Board of Governors ancl thc I ' \  Scc~~rity Council 
seriously threatens confidence in the non-proliferation regime. Iraii's i';iiili!.< to cooperate t'uil! 
with IAEA inspections, and to answer the Agency's outstanding cliltst~ons ;ibout its  XI,.: 

activities, only further reduces international confidence in the pencetu! ria~uri. of its nucIc,~i. 
activities. The international community should not be misled. No-on: \i ;i!.~fS to (fen! 11.3t-, I t i  
legitimate rights to peaceful nuclear energy. But, as recognised i n  thc t -  ina! Documcnt oi' I!]'' 
2000 Review Conference, peaceful use rights are not unconditional 311ii 111iist be in zonti)rixi~\ 
with Articles I, I1 and I11 of the Treaty. 

Iran's nuclear program has refocused international attention on n a y  to \ ! I I I !  t the sprc~lil o I '  

enrichment and reprocessing technologies while respecting rights ti) bei?zti: ri-om the pcacci'li! 
uses of nuclear energy. Australia supports the current extensive intcl-~~:itional ciialc)giic ill: 
nuclear fuel cycle issues. In our view multilateral approaches and initiatli ey on the nucle:!t- f~~c'i  
cycle have the potential to advance both energy security and non-prolikratron ob jct'tives. 

We welcome the continued growth in numbers of Additional Protcxol 10  I:'\EA safcgu~~rtl. 
agreements. There should be no doubt that a comprehensive safe_cu:ini~ :lgseement a l ~ ~ l  ;:n 
Additional Protocol is the verification standard for non-nuclear-&.sapon starcs that ~voulcl t3c.r 
guarantee the NPT's long-term effectiveness. Australia has made thC .-Iilcli ticma1 P rotsccil ;I 

condition for the supply of Australian uranium to non-nuclear-weapon statcs. L\"e urge all otl2e1- 
uranium suppliers to do likewise. 

Mr Chairman 

A credible nuclear-weapon state commitment to nuclear disarmament is cs\~*iiti'~l for nunintaini~~s 
the hTPT7s political strength and vitality. There has been progress on 1i:jel c'ai- arms recluctic In. 
those who claim otherwise deny reality - but much remains to be donc t()\\-i~rcl~ the goal of  tl'ii: 
ultimate elimination of nuclear weapons. 

We look to the nuclear-weapon states to identify areas for progress, such :i.i tlrtller retiuctionh ]I-! 

all types of nuclear weapons and in the operational status of' nucleur systems. ;I 
diminishing role for nuclear weapons in security policies is importanr i l l  ortlcr to rediict: thc 
salience of nuclear weapons. Security assurances against the threat or- u.;th ~ t '  ~ ~ ~ i c l c a r  \~,elipl~~rl.; 
have been of key interest to non-nuclear-weapon states for many year-r. Au\tralia places greai 
importance on nuclear weapon free zones as an effective means b! \\.li~c.i: negati1.e secu~i:;, 
assurances can be provided to non-nuclear-weapon states parties to the NI'-T-. 



The debate on NPT disarmament issues will be most prodistive it* I r i i  ,,::el! I : : ~ ~ \ I - I T I ~ L ~ ~  
encourage all nuclear-weapon states to be as transparent and open as po,si!:li> ; i i ~ ( , i ~ t  their o~i i l c :~s  

weapons policies and disarmament actions. We apprcciatc the iisi.i::l rcpi;:rh 011 i~~~clc : i i  
disarmament issues the nuclear-weapon states have provided for this mxl 0:hi.r !i)r:i. 

Australia expects the nuclear-weapon states to pursue NPT nuclear d i s * l ~ ~ ~ - ,  '. dniI1~ll~:it cotl~nitmenr~ 
\rigorously and with determination. But we accept that acl~ievina a n~cl~;i i-- \ \  c:ijmn-free WOI-111 
will take many steps. In this regard, non-nuclear-weapon state actions :IIC i i l~~?l ; i rnzl~tal  to tlir' 

environment of confidence and stability that will foster progess on nilclc:ii 1 I . \ , I I . I I : : ~ I I ~ ~ ~ ~ .  Such 
actions include ensuring an effective nuclear noo-proliferation regime :in0 itsi.ln2 suppot-t for 
reinforcing mechanisms such as the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban I s !  nnil s Fissi!~ 
Material Cut-off Treaty (FMCT). 

A viable means to make practical progress on a number of a number of ha\ I ~ \ L I C \ .  c\pcciall~ the 
FMCT, is offered by the draft program of work proposed by the six prsrlilerit\ 01 tile 1007 
session of the Conference on Disarmament on 23 March 2007. We L L ~ .  c ,111 ( ' I )  members to 
support the six presidents' proposal. 

Mr Chairman 

The NPT's undiminished relevance is further u~lderscored by the reneusti y10h:lI intereit in 

nuclear energy for electricity generation. The Treaty both facilitates acces- tiic ~ 3 ~ i l ~ ~ f i ~ l  uses 
of nuclear energy and provides the non-proliferation assurances esssnti~il ti) pc.lccRl1 n~iciear 
trade and cooperation. The record on peaceful nuclear cooperation is a gcli~i onc. chnr:lcter~wd 
by large-scale and effective assistance thou& the 1AEA7s Technical ('0-opcr.it~oil Progr:lmmc 
as well as the IAEA Regional Cooperative Agreements. The IAEA's no]-h 11.1. cnablaii nlai:? 
countries to access the benefits of nuclear technology in a wide range of m-c.1. horn food and 
agriculkure and human health to industry and resource management. 

has demonstrated its commitment to cooperation in the peacehl ljsi.5 ,~,! Iloclelrr c,lcrgl 
by active participation over the NPT's history in multilateral, regional and hiii i i~r;i \  palcctl~i 
nuclear cooperation activities. As the holder of around 40 percent of t l ~ c  \i-PI-ltl's low-cost 
uranium reserves and the world's second largest uranium exporter, Ailsrrillia ib  a mu$or 
contributor to nuclear energy worldwide. We participate in a vibrant exck;.lngc of' information 
and experts, particularly in the Asia-Pacific region. Australian nuclear scicn~.c tectlntlog?. 
entered a new era on 20 April with the opening of OPAL, Australia's ~\Orld-clos~ rcsetlrch 

reactor supplied by the Argentine company N A P .  

Mr Chairman 

As we begin another review process we need to be ready to engaze c ( ~ ~ : - . t r ~ : c t ~ ~ c l ~  on the 
concerns of all NPT parties. At the same time wc need to be realistic, \i orirng together to 
identify areas of convergence where practical action can be taken to stre~igthcll r,yci-:ition of the 
Treaty across all three pillars - non-proliferation, disarmament and peaccful u \ c s  LVc ivi l i  nezd 
to focus not on the differences within the NPT's membership. but on what unlttS\ 11. 

Finally, Mr Chairman, in this fiftieth anniversary year Fur the 1.4EA. .ALI.SIS:L~ILI secords its 
sincere gratitude to the Agency and all those who have served it. The Nobcl ~ I - I Z C  :fivarilcd to thc 
Agency and its Director General was due recognition of the IAEA's fundamctlt:ll tontrih~llioii tu  
the NPT and to global security. Australia has been a strong supporter of thc l\l:A ti-otn the 
outset, having been one of the countries that prepared the draft Stahlte in lL j i -  :inid nlanher of 
the Board of Governors since the Agency's inception. We look fotward to c(!nllnilill~ ~ ) u r  ch)se 
association with the IAEA over the next fifty years. 


