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1. Australia has a long record of demonstrating strong support for -
NPT partics to benefit from the peacetul uses of nucicar cnerey Mo
uranium supplier and hold some 40 per cent of the world'™s known fow |
reserves.

2. Australia has a significant nuclear scrence and technology buse, v

associated with the state-ot-the-art “Open Pool Australian Light-wi:
research rcactor. officially opened by Prime Minister Howard on 200 A
OPAL will be one of the world’s leading tacilities for nuclear aprbicet ons
biology. enginecring. material science. environmental studres and nuine

3. On 28 April 2007, Prime Minister Howard announced 4 vew strarew

future development of uranium mining and nuclear pover m Austiaiid -

will be implemented to increase Australian urantum exports and to ooy
possible expansion of the nuclear industry in Australiz. The strategn weil o
number of actions that can be taken immediately. mmcludimg removing une
constraints impeding the expansion of uranium nunmg m Australi ad o
commitment to Australia’s participation n the Generaunon [V advanc.
reactor research programme. On the issue of nucleur power ane possini,
development of the nuclear fuel cycle m Australia. no decisions have oo
Rather. the Australian Government will develop a number of mepos
mapping out a way forward tor an appropriate nuclear regulator

required skills and technical training. to support a possibic expunded nuclen
industry in Australia.

4.  TAEA has an essential role in assisting developing States i the nu
of nuclear energy. Australia makes a substantial contribution to the [ \i
Cooperation Fund, and contributes staniticant extrabudgeetary fur s
Regional Cooperative Agreement for Rescarch. Development and Trams
to Nuclear Science and Technology.
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5. NPT parties that comply taithtully with the Treann’s o -
obligations have every right to benetit trom peacctul nuclear ene
with the NPT’s non-proliferation and verification requirements unc.r o
and 111 ot the Treaty. But anv State that wiltully violates sateguaras
isolates itselt’ from the benetits of NPT adherence. including coopes s
peaccful uses of nuclear energy. until it returns to tull comphianee Moo o
whether development of uranium enrichment and reprocessimg i~ consy o
NPT’'s non-proliferation  objectives  depends  on many tacter.
non-proliferation credentials and clear cconomic or nuctear fuet cvele 1

6.  Effective national controls over the production and cwnont
technology and materials and intcrnational coordination in the
national laws are a legitimate and nccessary means for States to .
obligations under article [IL2 of the Treatv. Far from mmpeding feain oy
trade and cooperation. export contrels foster the necessary cnvironpuw s
term assurance and stability necessary for peacetul nuctear cooperanon

7. The Nuclear Suppliers Group and Zangger Conumtiee bhave
harmonized export controls to facilitate responsible nuclear trade anc .
while minimizing the risk ot nuclear-weapons proliieration Born s
Supplicrs Group and the Zangger Committee continue to operate tran-; e
States should ensure that their nuclear export controlsy are of a ~tardae
equivalent to the major nuclear export countrol regimes and that e o
enforced. Supply arrangements should also ke into account the evelur -
Agency’s safeguards system. notably the strengthened saicguards ~yv~rem
has made an Additional Protocol a condition for supphving Austraben o
nou-nuctecar-weapon States.

8. Another key factor i1s the adherence of States to mternation.i’s
standards of nuclear satety and sccurnty. including those set out m the

on the Physical Protection of Nuclcar Material, the Conventen on Nuoic -
the Joint Convention on the Safetv of Spent Fuel Muanavement and the ~ 0
Radioactive Waste Management, the Early Notification and Assistance ¢

the Code of Conduct on the Safety and Security of Radioactive Sout. o~
Code of Conduct on the Safety of Rescarch Reactors. Austrabia welcomes
that has been started by the Safety Standards Commission to review i
structure of the IAEA's safety standards. We supported adoption ot the DA
Fundamentals. an important step in demonstrating unity of radiation proted:
nuclear safety. We welcome the work to revise the basic radation o
requircments: the Basic Satety Standards.

9. Australia welcomes the adoption in 2005 of an mmportant. sten =
amendment to the Convention on the Phyvsical Protection of Nucicar 8
Australia expects to ratify the amendment o the next few months, Al peoe s
Convention should ratify the amendment as soon as possible and ~hoeo.
accordance with the object and purpose of the amendment untl it enters
States that have not yet done so should adhere to the Conventon i .
amendment. Australia also welcomed conclusion of the Convention
Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism in 2003, and was amonyg ¢ toe
it. Our contributions to the TAEA Nuclear Sccurity Fund and the Group
Global Partnership against the Spread of Weapoens and  Materials
Destruction illustrate the importance Australia attaches to ensuring thut &
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nuclear terrorism never becomes a realiy Austrabia 1~ o partnes

Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism. which aims to prevent oy -
or using nuclear materials or radioactuve substances. or tahimyg hosnie oo
nuclear factlities.

10, Australia weicomes complementary  measures  such o Sooa
resolution 1340 (2004). which. inter abia. requires States 1o cnagt et
controls. We also strongly support the Probiferaton Sceuriny Initiann e o .
means for helping prevent and deter illicit flows of weapons oF nuss oo
missile related items to and trom States of concern wnd nen-Nai

Proliferation Security Initiative is supported by over st countries

11, Almost all States have some torm of radioactive waste to manage.
those that have not yet become party to the lomt Comention on Spoe
Radioactive Waste to do so. We are paruculariy pleascd that af!
nuclear power reactors are now party to the Convention on Nuclcar
all States currently constructing or planning nuclear power reacters o
Convention without delay. Australia 1s pleased 1o suppert the coals o
Nuclear Safety Network. and currently 1o chair 1ty Steeringe Comnr e
other important safety developments. Australia welcomes adoption by |4
Code ot Conduct on the Satety of Rescarch Reactors, endorses the v oo
safe managemient of research reactors set out 1n the Code and urges Sooie-
the guidance in the Code to the management of rescarch reactors

12, Australia welcomes the fact that TAEA 15 addressing the issue o
shipment ot radioactive materials. and cncourages the Agenes 1o contira
with a view to resolving this problem for all radioactive materiais o
required safety regulations. We welcome progress made o addressing 1
conjunction with the International Federanon of Awr Line Pilots™ Ao
other relevant bodies. and the establishment of an nternational steerine

to coordinate international efforts on resolving dental of shipments issues

13, In Australia’s region. South Pacitic countries are concerned about ity
transport ot radioactive materials through their region. Shippig Stares e
radioactive materials having been shipped around the world withour

over 30 years. in strict contormuty with international standards and

with international law. and the minimal nsk of actual dumage v the wnino,
of an accident. Pacific Islands Forum countries expect shipping States to cope
th

ensure the safety of such shipments. As a member of the Forum. A
continue to encourage. and participate in. discussions between it~ e
shipping States to explore ways to address particular concerns of regrona!

14.  Ennchment and reprocessing are usable both tor peacctul purposes wi
production of tissile material for nuclear weapons. and theretore ot Gie
to NPT objectives. The prospect of States misusing the NPT's poace
provisions to acquire the technical basis for a rapid “breuk-out™ o nuceat

as well as regional arms races, clandestine international nuciear pr
networks, increased problems with compliance with sateguards obheane. -

avowed interest of terrorists in acquiring weapons of muass destiucr e
contributed to the current exploration of possible new approaches to the nu.

cycle.
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15, A well-functioning international market provides an erfecnve -0
nuclear fuel supply. At the same time. we are open to exploring what, o
assurances for those parties choosing the nuclear power option might i o
incentives to seek thetr own enrichment and reprocessing capabilities. .
reduce risks. Multitateral approaches revarding the nucicar fuel oo
complementary to the primary non-proliferation instruments ot ¢,
universal implementation ot TAEA safeguards. including the Addine
and effective export controls. and should aim to satisty mternationa:
cnsure commercial competitiveness.

16. Australia is pleased to have been able to contrihute ~raniticar: «
peaceful applications of nuclear eneruy. The comnutment of N&T poor s
highest standards of non-proliferation. nuclear and radiation sarery
security remains central to the chimate of contidence and wrust oo
cooperation in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy,




