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MR. FRESIDENT

ALLOWY ME TC CONGRATULATE YOU FOR YOUR ELECTION TO GUIDE THE WORK OF THIS COMMITTEE. |
CONGRATULATE ALSC THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE BUREALL YOU CAN COUNT ON THE FULL CO-OFERATION OF THE
DELEGATION OF ARGENTIMNA.

MR. PRESIDENT

TODAY MGRE THAM EVER ARGENTIMA MAIMNTAINS THAT THE UNIVERSALIZATION OF LEGAL INSTRUMENTS I
THE FIELD OF NOM-PROLIFERATION AND DISARMAMENT GOF WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION SHOULD BE THE GOAL
FOR THE FIRST DECADE OF THE X CENTURY. ONLY WITH MEASLIRES LIKE THIS WILL IT BE POSSIBLE T3 SET THE
GROLWD FOR MUTUALLY GUARANTEED SECURITY AS A PRIMARY OBJECTIVE.

THE REGIGNAL DETERMINATION TO A¥OID THE PROLIFERATION OF WEAPCOKNS OF MASS DESTRUCTICN HAS
BEEH REAFFIRMED BY ARGEMTIMA IN JULY 1588 IM THE "FOUMCAL DECLARATION OF MERCOSUR, BOLIVIA AN CHILE
AZ A ZOME OF PEACE AMD FREE OF WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION'. THIS DECLARATION STIMULATES AND
FORTIEIES THE FERCEPTICN OF SECURITY OF ALL STATES iN THE REGION AND AT THE SAME TIME CARRIES A CLEAR
MESSAGE OF CUR COUNTRIES ABOUT OUR OBJECTIVES OF TRANSPARENCY, CO-OFERATION AMD PEACE.

AT THE SUBREGIONAL LEVEL THE WO RK OF THE BRAZILIAM-ARGENTINEAN SGENCY ON ACCOUNTABLITY AN
CONTRGL OF MUCLEAR MATERIALS (ABACS) CONTINUES, YWHICH SYMBOLISES THE PROCESS OF GETTIMNG CLOSER T
EACH OTHER 4 NUCLEAR ISSUES AND WHICH I8 & FUNDAMENTAL PART OF & BROADER COMMITMENT OF THE NON-
PROLIFERATION POLICY AND THE PROMOTION OF THE PEACEFUL USES OF THE MUCLEAR ENERGY WHICH ARGENTIMA
SUPPORTS.

OM THE HEMISPHERIC SCALE, QUR COUNTRY CELEBRATES WITH SATISFACTION THE ANKNDUMCEMENT BY
THE GOVERNMENT OF CUBA REGARDING THE RATIFICATION OF THE TREATY FOR THE FROSCRIPTION OF NUCLEAR
WEAPONS IM LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN (TLATELOLGO TREATY) AMD THE DECISION TQ ADHERE TC THE
TREATY OF NON-PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS (THWFP). IN THIS WAY, A LATIN-AMERICAN CONSCIENCE
INCREASINGLY IDEMTIFIED WITH THE IDEA OF NON-PROLIFERATION 15 SONSOLIDATELD.

AT THE UMIVERSAL LEVEL, ARGENTIMA IS ANALYSING THE PROPOSALS PRESENTED AT THE LAST MEETING OF
THE PREFARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE REVIEW COMFERENCE OF THE THF M QRDER TO CONTINUE WORKIMNG ON
THEM DLURING THE MEXT PREFPARATORY COMMITTEE TO TAKE PLACE IN GEMEWA. THIS 15 TAKING PLACE WITH THE
PERSFECTIVE T ACHIEVE THE EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENMTATION OF THE STEPS THAT WERE AGREED URCN BY THE
STATES PARTIES OF THE THP [N ORDER TO ADVANGE THE SYSTEMATIC AND PROGRESSIVE EFFORTS TC IMPLEMENT
ARTICLE VI OF THIS INSTRLIMENT .

N THIS SEMSE, WE WOULD LIKE TQ DRAW THE ATTEMTION T THE CALL TG THE SIGNATURE AND
FATIFICATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE NUCLEAR TEST BAM TREATY AND THE IMMEDIATE START OF NEGOTIATIONS
K THE FRAMEWORK OF THE CONFEREMGE ON DISARMAMENT OF A CONVENTION FOR THE PROHIBITION &F FISSILE
MATERIAL DESTIMNED FOR NUCLEAR WEAPON S,

MR. PRESIDENT

ARGENTIMA REGRETS THAT AFTER 81X YEARS THE MEGOTIATIONS OF THE ACD-HOC COMMITTEE OF THE
COMVENTION OM THE PROHIBITION OF BACTERIGLOGICAL (BIOLOGICAL) AWD TOXIN WEAPONS ON THE BASIS OF THE
TEXT PROPOSED BY THE PRESIDENT IN ORDER TO AGHIEVE AN EFFECTIVE PROTOCOL OF VERIFICATION THAT WOULD
RECUCE THE RISK OF BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS AND WL SERVE AS DISCOURAGEMENT FOR ITS PROLFERATION,
HAVE MOT TO BEEN COMPLETED. N THIS SENSE, ARGEMTIMA CONSIDERS THAT NO COUMTRY SHOULD BE EXEMPT
FROM THE FORMULATION OF A LEGALLY BINDING REGIME AND CALLE FOR THE STUDY OF INWNOWATIVE WAYS THAT
WOULD LEGITIMATELY SERVE FOR THE STRENGTHEMING OF THE VERIFICATION REGIME.

A3 REGARDS NOM-FROLIFERATION OF CHEMIGAL WEAPOMS, ARGENTINA RATIFIES ITS FIRM COMMITMENT TO
THE PURPOSES AND PRINGIPLES THAT INSFIRED THE CONVENTIGN THAT EMTERED INTQ FORCE IN APRIL OF 1867 IN
THIS CONTEXT, IT 1S OF SIGNIFICANT IMPORTANGE THE ROLE THAT OPCYY SHOULD PLAY BECAUSE IT |5 1N CHARGE OF
A YERY DIFFICULT AND COMPLEX TASK OUE TG THE IMMENSE ARSENALS THAT HAWE TO BE DESTRUYED AND THE
HUGENESS OF THE INSTALLATIONS THAT HAVE TO BE INSPECTED, ALL OF WHICH REQUIRE LARGE FINANCIAL
COMT RIBUTIQMNES.

THE MISSIOM OF OPCW HAS PARTICULAR RELEVANGE 1M MOMENTS IM WHICH THE INTERMATICHAL
COMMUNITY FEELS ITSELF MORE THREATENED BY THE PHEMOMEMOM OF TERRORISM. ARGENTINA ALSQ IDENTIFIES
WITH THE PRIMORDIAL OBJECTIVE OF DPCW IN AGHIEVING THE UMIWERSALITY OF THE CONVENTION, OUR COUNTRY
CONSIDERS THAT THE EFFORTS TO ADVANCE IN THESE AMD OTHER SUBJECTS OF THE CONVENTION SHOULD BE
TAKEN TC THE EXTREME.

IM THIE SEMSE. WE FEEL VERY PLEASED THAT THE STATES PARTIES DEFPOSIT THEIR TRUST IM A
DISTINGUISHED ARGENTIME DIPLOMAT TO LEAD THE TECHMICAL SECRETARIAT WE FEEL THAT 'WE SHOULD BENEFIT



FROM THE RENEWYED SPIRIT OF HARMOMNY AND SO-OPERATION THAT PREVAIL [N THIS NEW STAGE THAT WE HAVE
JUST BEGAN.

MR. PRESIDENT

THE PREQCCUPATION OM MISSILE NOM-PROLIFERATICHN COMSTITUTES ANCTHER OF THE FILLARS OF THE
POLICY OF THE MONM PROLIFERATION OF WEAFOMS OF MASS DESTRUCTION AND TS WVECTORS, MTERNMATIOMAL
SECLRITY ANO EXPORT CONTROL OF SENSITIVE TECHNOLOGIES AND WAR MATERML OF ARGENTINA.

THE STREMGTHENING OF THE INTERNATIONAL MORMS AND OF THE POLITICAL INSTRUMENTS TO PREVENT
THE WEAPDOMS OF MASS DESTRUCTION AMD ITS VECTORS 15 OF FRIMORDIAL IMPORTANCE FOR MY COUNTRY,

FOR A LONG TIME THE MISSILE TECHMOLOGY CONTROL REGIME (MTCR) - OF WHICH ARGENTMA FORMS
PART- USED T BE THE OMLY GONTROL INSTRUMENT IM THE SUBJECT OF MISSILE PROLIFERATICN, BUT MOW IT IS
MECESSARY TO COMPLETE THIS APFROACH THROUGH GLOBAL AMO MULTINATIONAL ACTIONS THAT ARE NOGM-
DIBCRIMINATORY AND COMPREHEMNSIVE.

FOR THESE REASONS ARGENTINA SUPPORTS THE UNIVERSALIZATION OF THE PROJECT OF AN
INTERMATIGNAL CODE OF CONDUCT AGAINST THE PROLIFERATION OF BALLISTIC MISSILES (IGOC) WHIGH 15 BEMNG
SLEMITTED FOR A MEGOTIATION FROCESS AND WHICH WILL LEAD TO THE CALL FOR AN INTERMATIOMAL
COMFERENGCE FOR ITS ADOPTION.

oM THE OCCASION OF THE PLEMARY MEETINGS OF 2002 OF THE ABCOYE MENTICMED REGIME IN WARSIAW,
THE DECISION THAT ARGENTIMA SHOULD BE PRESIDENT FOR THE PERIOD 200304 HAS BEEN ADOPTED EBY
COMSENSUS.

THE ACTIVE AND COMMITTED FARTICIPATICON OF ARGENTINA IM MTCR, WHICH EXTENDS 7O TEN YEARS, 1S
FRAMED IM THE PERMANENT SUPPORT OF EFFORTS AGAINST THE MISSILE PROLIFERATION.

Ok THE OTHER HAMD, ARGENTINA SUPPORTS THE WORK DONE BY THE GROLUFP OF EXPERTS OF THE UNITELD
MATECHS Qb MISSILES WHICH WILL PRESENT ITS REPORT, ACCORD NG TO WHAT HAS BEEN DECIDED BY RESOLUTION
o3 A

MR PRESIDENT

COMFIDENGE BUILDING MEASURES HAVE PLAYED AN IMPORTANT ROLE AS THEY HAVE CONTRIBUTED TG THE
CREATION OF A CLIMATE OF PEACE AMD FRIENDSHIP WWTH OUR MEIGHEOURING COUNTRIES. THIS HAS BEEM
FUNDAMENTAL N TIMES WHEN THE DEMOCRATIC IMSTITUTIONS HAVE BEEN PUT TO TRIAL AS A CONSEQUENCE OF
THE SERIQUS ECONOMIC CRISIS THAT AFFECTS THE COUNTRIES OF THE REGION.

QUR COUNTEY HAS BEEM A FIRM PROMOTER OF THESE MEASURES AT THE BILATERAL, REGICNAL. AND
HEMISFHERIC LEVEL AS WELL AS THE SLOBAL LEVEL, BECALSE THIS 15 THE BEST waAY TO DEMOMSTRATE WITH
COMGRETE FACTS THE WILL FOR INTEGRATIQN AMD CO-OPERATION THAT GUIDE OUR ACTIONS.

ARGENTIMNA HAS PUT INTS PRACTICE WITH (TS NEIGHBOURS, PRACTICALLY ALL THE CONFIDEMCE BUILDING
MEASURES AGREED UFON AT THE RESGIOMAL LEVEL AND IS READY TO CONTINUE THIS TASK, CARRYING OLUT NEW
MEASURES AND IMPROVING THE ALREADY EXISTING OMES.

WE WALLD ALSS LIKE TO EXPRESS QUR SUPPORT TO THE WORK OF THE UMNMDC. IN THE FIELD OF
CONFIDENCE BUILDING MEASURES AND WE HOPE THAT MEXT YEAR WILL BE POSSIELE TO COMNCLURE THE THREE
YEARS CYCLE WITH COMCRETE RECOMMENDATIONS.

MR. PRESIDENT

THE COMFEREMCE OF THE LUNITED NATIONS OGN ILLICIT TRAFFIC OF SMALL AND LIGHT WEAPONE IN ALL THEIR
ASPECTS, HAS MARKED A POINT OF INFLECTION IN THE ATTITUDE OF STATES REGARDING THE COMBAT AGAINTT
ILLIGIT TRAFFICKIMNG N THESE ARMS. IT |5 THEREFORE PROMISING TO DEVELOF INTERMATIONAL CRITEREA ON THE
INTERMEDIATION OF ARMS, THE DETECTION OF ROUTES OF [LLIGIT TRAFFIC AND THE LOCALISATION OF THEIR WAYS
OF PROVISION FROM THE INTERMATIONAL EXPERIEMNCE AND THE RESULTS OF THE REFCRTS OF THE DIFFERENT
GROUFS OF EXPERTS.

TAKING AS A FRAMEWDRK THE PLAN OF ACTION ADOPTED BY THE CONFEREMCE GF THE UNITED MATIONEZ
AMD THE HMTERAMERICAN COMFEREMCE AGSAINST THE MANUFACTURE AMD LLICIT TRAFFIC OF FIREARMS, IN
ARGEMTIMA AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL, THERE ARE [DNSARMAMENT PROGRAMS BEING IMPLEMENTED OR PREFARED
WHIGH HAVE AS A (0AL THE FREVENTIOM AMD REDUCTION OF URHAM WIOLEWNCE, AS WELL AS THE MON-
PROLIFERATION OF FIREARMS.

N THE SUEREGIONAL LEVEL, IN MARCH OF THIS CURRENT YEAR THE SECGOND MEETING OF THE GROUP OF
ARMS OF MERCOSUR, BOLIVIA AND CHILE, CREATED BY DECISION OF THE FRESIDENTS OF THE SIX COUNTRIES. TOOK,



PLACE N BLENOS AIRES REAFFIRMING TS5 CEMTRAL OBJECTIVE OF THE COMWSTITUTION AS A SUBREGIOMAL
MECHANIEM OF APPLICATIGN AND FOLLOW UP BOTH THE IMTERAMERICAN CONYEMNTION AND THE ABOVE MENTIOMED
FLAN OF ACTIOM TO COMBAT AND ERADICATE THE ILLICIT TRAEFIC OF ARMS.

MR, PRESIDENT

THE OTTAWA CONVENTION WaAS ABLE TO TRANSFORM [N INTERMATIONAL CBLIGATIONS THE DEMAND TO
ELIMINATE THE AMTI-FERSOMWEL LAMCMINES THAT CAUSE SERIOUS HARM TO CiviL POPLLATION AND WHOSE
MEGATIVE EFFECTS PERSIST FOR DECADES, EVEN AFTER THE CONFLICTS THAT CAUSED THEM W THE FIRST PLAGE
ARE OVER. DUR REGION |18 ONE THAT RESFONDED VERT WELL TOD THIS COMMITMENT SIMCE ALMOST ALL OF LATIN-
AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES ARE PARTIES TO THIS INETRIMENT.

ARGENTINA COMPLETELY SHARES THE OBJECTIVES COMSECRATED N THE ABOWE MENTIONED COMYENTION
AMD HAS WORKED TOWARDS ITS UNIVERSALIZATION AND TS APPLICATION, PRESENTING AS REQUIRED BY ARTICLE 7,
IT& NATIONAL REFPORT O TRANSFARENGY MEASLIRES, TAKING INTO COMNSIDERATION THE ADVAMCES THAT WERE
DROMNE FOR THE EXECUTION OF ITS FLAM OF DESTRUCTION OF STOCKED MIMES.

ARGENTIMNA HOPES THAT THE MEXT CONFERENMCE ON REVISION OF CONVENTION OM COMVENMTIOMAL
WEAPQNS (COW) WILL BE AN QCCASION TO REINFORCE THIS LEGAL IMBTRLUIMENT WORTHY FOR INTERMATIOMAL
HLMANITARIAN LAWY, IN THIS SENSE, IT 1S TO BE HOPED THAT THE RESLULT OF THE WORK OF THE WORKING GROLPS
MAY COMNSTITUTE AN ANSWER TO THE PROBLEM OF THE REMAING OF THE EXFLOSIVE WAR MATERIALS AS WELL AS
OTHER WEAPOMNS OF INDISCRIMINATE EFFECTS.

MR. PRESIDENT

ASIT |5 DEMONSTRATED WiTH OUR INTERVENTIONS IN THIS (GENERAL DEEATE, WE HAVE IN FRONT OF US AN
IMPORTANT NUMBER OF ISSUES TO RESOLVE THAT ARE VITAL FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SAFER WORLD, T wWILL
DEFEND ON OUR GEMUINE POLITICAL WILL TGO JOINT EEFCRTS TOWARDS THIS BASIC CBJECTIVE ©F THE
INTERNATIOMAL COMMUNITY,

THAME ¥QL



