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DISARMAMENT

Mr. Chaiman,

Congratulations are owed 1o you upon your etection to cur Chair. In the same vein,
felicitations are also due to the other members of the Bureau. The Under Secretary General deserves to
be thanked for his comprehensive statement. We welcome our new membears Switzerdand, and Timar
Leste to this Committee.

Mr. Chairman,
We are meeting here for the debate after a rather difficult and eventfui year following the
dastardly temerist attacks of September 11, 2007. This has led fo new thinking in the concept of segurity.

While efforts ta resalve major conflicts In many parts of the world have shown hopeful progress,
we have seen the emergence of 2 new sense of ungase, tension ard instability. Inspite of considerabie
inftial success, the war on terradsm remains unfinished and to a large extent wanting in proper direction
for the next phase. The situation in the Middle East and the Suif is seemingly sinking deeper into the
morass of wider conflicts. There 15 no sign of lessening of violence in the Middle East as efforts by the
quartet and other Infiuential players fali bagly short of the much needed serious and concerted push for
revival of the peace process. The threat of neéw war in the Gulf appears to be icoming larger by the day
inspite of efforts by many to avert it.

Peace and security in Afghanistan vemain flusive. This, inspite of victory over tha Al-Qakla and
the Taiibans. Reconstruction, rebuiking and rehabiiitation efforts are yet 1o gain any momermum. The
situation is fraught with the danger of slipping back to anarchy if the intemational commurity fails to
gamer considerably more rescurces and efforts under welt thought out and well coordinated plans and
programmes.

Tension petween the nuclear capable neighbours in Sowh Asia, festering conflicts In different
parts of Africa, inspite of positive devetopments in Argola, Siema Lecne, Sudan and Congo, the hot spots
in Eastern Europe, the slow progress in implementation of peace bubiding it former Yugosiavia — all are
contlnuous causes for CONCEM.

Intemnational securdty is also undes constant threat from continwously increasing gap belween the
countries of the North and the South— the gap between the rich and the poor, from injustice, inequity and
unfaimess — real anxl perceived — poliical, economic and soclal, from lack of respect for democracy,
hurnan rights and rule of law, from natural calamities, famines and diseases. Delegations have addressed
gll these issues in general terms in the previous weeks at the General debate in the plenary. Many of
these issues will receive more specific atterttion in the ather Committees.

In this Commitiee we focus on the issues of disarmament as they relate to the UN Chartar
ohjeciives of promoting peace end security and contributing to sacio-economic ang political development
across the wortd, making it a better place to live in.

Mr. Chaimman,

Our pradecessors, who founded this august body- the UN and wrote its charter, in thelr wisdom
reatized the great need and valua of disarnament as one of the key steps towards achieving the above
objectives. They put their faith in the four Ds — detente, disarmament, de-calanization and development.
Major achisvernents were recorded in the first half century of UN in the area of disamament. Much more
remained ko be done fo move towsards the ultimate objective of general and complete disarmament.

Howaver, we are sad to noie a reversal In the trend. It appears that disamnament has gone oul of
fashion. There is a discernible reduction of atterfion and interest among member countries on these
issues. Two apparently contrary reasons seem lo be responsibie. One, Is a sort of complacency at
whatever have been achieved so far and two, a sense of frustration, poweriessness and hopelessness on
the part of most member stales that major military powers are not willing or ready to move seriously
towards general and complete disarmamant for afl kinds of polttical and other reasons of their own,

Jonathan Dean, writing in a UN Associatlon af USA Publication, says about the last ong year, and
| guote “The modest progress achieved in disarmarnent during the past year coincided with a number of
serious reverses in multilateral amms control and disarmament”. Unguote. However, the Sccretary General
in his report on the working of the organization perhaps deliberately irles to look at the liifle positive



developments witnessed during the period and to jarnely ignore the negatives. The first sentence of the
relevant section is but an apology for an admission of the reality. 1t reads and | guoie, "There was lilile
international cooperation in multifateral forums on disarmament the pasi year”. LUnquole.

Signing of the Moscow Treaty by the Presidents of the LISA &nd the Russian Federation on 24
May 2002 to reduce strategic nuclear weapons considerably was perhaps the single most imporant
positive event in disamament during the past ong year. Very few believe that this would succeed in
counteracting the damage done by the demise of the ABM treaty. The general feeling is that the new
treaty could prove more useful if the concepts of transparency, verifiabiity and ireversibility were buill into
it with greater clarity.

Among the other positive developments are increased participation by member states in the UN
Register of Conventienal Amms, regional initiatives in implementing the Programms of Action adopted by
the UN Conferencs on the illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weanons in All its Aspects held in 2001,
progress in mine action leading to further reduction in production and iransfer of landmines, some
progress in specific conflict or post confliat zones in practical disarmement in the form of callection of
arms and ammunidions from former combatants or illegal hokters and some Success in DDR in general. In
ihis connection efforts of the concemad parties indluding the UNDDA, Group of Imarested States in
Practical disaimameant as well as some NGOs are worth commending. The suceessful holding, earier this
year, of the first Prepcom for the next round of NPT review conference is also worth mentioning.

An avent of great positive significance is the recent declaration by Guba of its intertion to join the
NPT as a non-nuclear weapon state. We welcome their decision. We call on the remaining three states,
not yet parties to the NPT, ta follow Cuba’s exampie at the earliest.

htr. Chairrman,

Sadly, the &st of negatives is not only much longar, but giso disproportionaiely more serious and
disturbing. | shall only mention some of the more serious ones to flag our deep concem, 8.g. the
scrapping of the ABM treaty, shifting emphasis on missiie defence sysiems, MNuclear poslure review by
Nuclear Weapon States, renewed emphasis on tactical nuclear weapons, nuclear targeting of non-
ruclear Weapon States, CTET remaining far from entering into force, cantinuing efforts to develop new
and more deadly conventional and nuc¢lear weapans, renewed amms race, particulady among major
mifitary powers including nuclear powers, dramatic increase in Military spending by major miktary powers,
continuing deadlock in negotiations &t the Conference on Disarmament on nuclear disammament and a
traaty on fissile materlals, as weil as on efforts to prevent arms race in the ouler spacs, suspension of the
review of the Bictogical Weapons Convention etc. Disarmarnent has taken so much of a back seat that
this year the Disammament Commission could not even hold its regular annual sessian.

Mr. Chaimnan,

Despite progress achieved in recent times, Bangladesh remains ameng the vast majority of
developing countries constantly pre-occupied with the struggie to maintain their relevance in this world of
globalization by confrorting the challenges of socio-economic and polical development in the face of
Jack of resources, widespread poverty, diseases and natural calamities. We can neither afford nor do we
want to spend large amounts on armaments and military budgets. We are fully aware of the value of
disamament as an essential and important factor for achieving peace and security within and among
nations as well as for creating conducive environment for and contributing direciiy towards developrment. |
am sure all countries, big or small rich of poor have the same realization of the value of disarmament,
even if some may nol like to publicly acknowledge it.

There can be no debate that disarmament is closely linked fo development as 5 security,
Disarmament invelves — non proliferation and erd to arms race, reduction in armaments and mititary
personnel, bilateral, regional and intematianal treaties, other confidence buikling MEeasUres, reduction in
military expenditure freeing resousces for other development activities. it also involves DOR. All these
contribute directly and significantly to enhanced sepurity as welt as paolifical economic and social
development. Sustainatble disarmament is also a precussor and pre-condition for sustainabie security and
sustainable deveiopment. Disarmament eads to lessening of tension, reduces prospect of war and allows
people to focus more fully on other developmental ¢hallenges.

Mr. Chairman,

Bangladesh, therefore, calis on all member states of the UN big and smal!. rich an_d poar, 1o
sericusly consider the growing negative trends in the area of disarmament and coordinate their effors to
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bring renewed vitality in its pursuit keeping in view the ultimate goal of general and complete
disarmament. i shoutd be pursued muftitaterally, bilateratty as well as unilaterally. It should be pursued
Gicpally, regionally 2s well as

domestically. To this end my delegation would like to particutarly call for a few concrete steps e.g.

i} Revitalization of the CGonference on Disarmament by pushing seriously for progress on
deadlocked negotiations. The CD should be used as the pimary forum to negotiate all
glohal treaties and convention on disarrmament, Attermnpts to by-pass the UN system in
such negaotiations would give rise to questions of iegitimacy and credibility.

i) Ensuring regular holding of meetings of the Disarmament Commission in order for it to be
able to complete the tasks assigned to it by the GA and 10 undertake new tasks as they
arise,

i) Ensuring implementation of the 132 step Adtion Pian adopted at the 2000 NPT Review
Conference,

iv) Taking steps to ensure early entry imo force of the CTBT.

v} Putting greater emphasis on improving rmonitoing and verification regimes in respect of
all disarmament and non-proliferation related treaties and conventions by increasing
transparency.

i) Ensuting irreversibility of all disarmarment measures.

wil) Strengthening safeguard measures to ensure that nuclear weapons and other weapons
of mass destruction as well as chemical and biclogical weapons and related technology
do not fall into the hands of terronsis,

viif) Promoting regional disamament arrangements by encouraging dialogue in different
regions. The UNDDA and the Regicnal Centres for Peace and disarmament could play a
pro-active role to facilitate such dialogues. In this context ! must mention that the
continued failure of the concerned authorities to shift the Regional Centre for Asia and
the Pacific ta Kathmandu, s designated location, defies our comprahension.

[+4] The concept of zones free from HNuclear Weapons and other weapons of Mass
Destruction should be pursued 1o cover more Tegions. Particular emphasis should be
given to the eary achievernent of such status in the Middle Easl. in this context we
amphasize the urgent need 1o persuade jsrael ta join the NPT as a nen-nuclear weapon
state ang place all its nuclear instaiations under international monitoring. Like olher
states in the region they must also be persuaded to give up procurenent, production,
stoekpiiing and use of all other forms of weapons of mass destruction including chemical
and biological weapins.

X} Inspite of the demonstration of nuciear capabllity by two member states in South Asia,
renewed efforts should be made to persuade ihem to retinguish nuclear opiion and 10
join the NPT as non nuclear weapon states.

xiy Renewed efforts should be made to reverse the trend of increasing military expenditure,
particularty by major miitary powers. The concepts of peace dividend and creation of A
global fund for poverty alleviation should be sefiousiy reconsidered in this context.

Mr. Chairman,

Bangladesh is committed constitutionally to the goai of general and compiete disarmament. We
are already party to almost all disarmament related tregties anc corventions, including NPT, CTBT, CWC,
COW. APMT, and the Biciogical Weapons Convention. | wish to reiterate our firn cammitment to actively
pursue disarmament in cooperation with our neighbours &s well as all other mernbers of this nugust Body.
However, in concluding | wouid like to emphasize that Bangladesh, like many other countries, individually
has only a marginal ability to influence the global issues of disamnament inspite of its commitment. Bul
those who can, must do more. And of course, by pooling our gfforls, countries big and small - rich and
pocr — we defipitely can achieve much more.

Thank you Mr. Chairman.



