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Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Let me take this opportunity to congratulate you, Mr. Chairman, on your election
to this most important position. We also extend our congratulations to the other
members of the Bureau. Be assured that you have our full support in the execution of
your duties.

Mr. Chairman,

Croatia shares the opinion of those who have expressed concern over the present
state of affairs in disarmament negotiations. The Conference on Disarmament, the only
multilateral negotiating body in the field of disarmament, is once again deadlocked,
negotiations on an implementing Protocol for the Biological Weapons Convention
abruptly came to an end almost a year ago, while the chasm between the conflicting
demands of not only the nuclear weapons states themselves, but also between nuclear to
non-nuclear states, is becoming ever wider, even as the number of nuclear weapons
possessing states is, albeit informally, certainly getting larger.

How are we to overcome these shortfalls we are faced with? Certainly a return to
common goals and values is among that which is needed. Instead of sticking to
entrenched positions, as has been the case in the CD for the last five years, we must see
what is possible now, and trust in the hope that progress achieved will lead to further
progress down the line. In short, we fear that if no concrete action is imminent in the
foresecable future, the threat of stagnation and backward momentum becomes ever more
prominent.

For its own part, Croatia is continuously working toward the effective and timely
implementation of all its international obligations. Croatia regularly reports to the UN
register on conventional weapons here in New York. Recently, the Croatian Parliament
ratified Amended Protocol II on mines and other booby traps and Protocol IV on
blinding laser weapons of the Certain Conventional Weapons Convention (CCW), and
will be ready to submit its first report on Amended Protocol II by the end of this year.

At the Second Review Conference of the CCW Convention Croatia fully
supported proposals for extending the scope of the Convention to internal conflicts by
amending Article 1 of the Framework Convention, as well as supporting the
establishment of an open-ended Group of Governmental Experts, with separate
coordinators, to discuss ways and means to address the issue of Explosive Remnants of
War and to further explore the issue of mines other than anti-personnel mines.

On these specific issues, Croatia distributed a position paper at the second
meeting of the Expert Group in July this year. In short, on ERW issues, we support the
principle for a systematic resolution to this humanitarian problem through the
establishment of a legally binding instrument. Even though more work is certainly
needed on issues such as definitions for an ERW, the role of international humanitarian
law as relates to ERW as well as defining whose responsibility is it to warn the civilian
population and to clean ERW's following a conflict, we believe that the time is ripe for
us to proceed with a negotiating mandate on this issue. Clearing ERW's should be an
indisputable humanitarian obligation, and therefore we will support moves toward to
earliest possible conclusion of negotiations on this issue.



With regard to mines other than anti-personnel mines, Croatia still holds the
position that mines other than anti-personnel mines do not present the same humanitarian
problem that anti-personnel mines do. They are not deployed in the same quantities that
APM'’s are and because of their size and matenal content are easier to detect. We
support efforts in the framework of the Group of Experts to make all mines other than
anti-personnel mines detectable, as well as raising the efficiency of self-deactivation/self-
neutralization or self-destruction facilities in all mines other than anti-personnel mines,
be it through a new or an existing legal instrument.

Mr. Chairman,

Croatia actively participates in the work of the Ottawa Convention on Anti-
Personnel Mines, including through various formal and informal groups that operate
within the scope of the Convention. At the Meeting of States Parties in September this
year Croatia along with Australia passed on the Co-Chairmanship of the Standing
Committee on Stockpile Destruction (Committee III) to Romania and Switzerland. We
wish them every success in the coming year, especially at this crucial time when the first
deadlines under Article IV of the Convention are about to expire. We thank States
Parties for their decision to once again appoint us to another two year mandate of co-
rapporteurship/co-chairmanship, this time in the Standing Committee for Victim
Assistance. Moreover, Croatia also takes an active part in the informal exchanges of the
Universalization Contact Group and Article VIII discussions on facilitating and
clarifying compliance measures.

In regard to Ottawa Convention obligations, Croatia wishes to inform that it plans
to fulfill its Article IV obligation to destroy its stockpiles of APL's on exactly October
23, 2002. The event will be commemorated and it is expected that many governmental
and non-governmental observers will be present. Moreover, Croatia 1s planning to hold
a Seminar on Humanitarian Mine Action: Progress Under the Mine Ban Treaties in
Dubrovnik directly following the stockpile destruction event. This seminar will focus
not only on international aspects such as Ottawa Convention implementation, including
international and NGO cooperation along these lines, but also on issues such as the
development of new methods and technologies for demining, financing of demining
programs, as well as education and awareness raising. As the Ottawa Convention
(Article V) provides that mined areas need to be cleared within a 10 year time span, we
feel that this is an issue that needs constant attention.

We should also like to mention that the Croatian Mine Action Center
(CROMAC) has been active in helping to develop International Mine Action Standards
(TIMAS), mainly in the field of general and humanitarian demining standards and
guidelines.

Mr. Chairman,

As part of its national efforts on the Small Arms Convention, the Government of
Croatia adopted a "Farewell to Arms" program, aimed at allowing its citizens the
opportunity to return small arms and light weapons retained following the armed conflict
in Croatia in 1991-95. Thus far, the initiative has proven to be highly successful, with
over 1,639,000 mines and other explosive ordinance, 33,440 automatic and semi-






