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Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished delegates,

At the outset, I would like to extend my warmest congratulations to you, Mr.
Chairman, on your assumption of the chairmanship of this Committee at this very
important juncture. I am confident that, with the benefit of your diplomatic experience
and skill, our deliberations will be most fruitful. You may be assured of my
delegation's full support and cooperation as you lead the work of the Committee. 1
would also like to express my appreciation to Under-Secretary-General Jayantha
Dhanapala for his excellent speech yesterday.

Mr. Chairman,

Let me begin by recalling the horrific September 11™ terrorist attacks which
posed extraordinary challenges to the international security situation. Unprecedented
in scale, the attacks illustrated the increasingly international character of terrorist
activities, ~ The international community must take concerted action against
international terrorism in order to address this growing threat. [ would like to take
this opportunity to express the solidarity of my country and its people with the United
States of America and the entire international community as we pursue this common
endeavor.

Since the events of September 11, the international community has made
significant progress in its fight against terrorism. But it must do more, and arms
control and disarmament is one area in which greater efforts must be made. The
initiative launched by the G8 at the Kananaskis Summit to prevent the spread of
weapons and materials of mass destruction has great relevance to the fight against
terrorism. My country will contribute more than US $200 million for this initiative.
We also commend the efforts made by the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) to upgrade worldwide protection against acts of terrorism involving nuclear
and other radioactive materials. Japan has pledged to contribute US $500,000 to the
special fund set up for the implementation of the IAEA “Action Plan for Protection
against Nuclear Terrorism.”

In addition to terrorism, unresclved regional conflicts, some threatening the
security of the entire world, continue to cause human suffering. There is the fear that
weapons of mass destruction, including nuclear weapons, may be used in t}]ese
conflicts. Their resolution, therefore, remains a high priority for international peace
and security.



With regard to the situation in Northeast Asia, the Prime Minister of Japan,
Mr. Junichiro Koizumi, recently visited the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK) where he met with Chairman Kim Jong-Il. The two leaders signed the
Pyongyang Declaration, in which both sides confirmed that, for an overall resolution of
the nuclear issues on the Korean Peninsula, they would comply with all related
international agreements. They also confirmed the necessity of resolving security
problems including nuclear and missile issues by promoting dialogues among countries
concerned.

I would also like to refer to the Iraqi issue. Irag must comply with all the
relevant UN Security Council resoiutions. In particular, it must allow immediate and
unconditional inspections and dispose of all weapons of mass destruction.

(Nuclear)
Mr. Chairman,

It is the fervent wish of Japan, as the only country to have experienced the
devastation caused by nuclear bombs to see the realization of a safe,
nuclear-weapon-free world, We believe that the most effective way to achieve this
goal is through practical and concrete steps in nuclear disarmament. Japan highly
values the signing of the Treaty on Strategic Offensive Reductions between Russia and
the United States, and expects that this Treaty should serve as an important step toward
nuclear disarmament efforts.

At the same time, we are gravely concerned about the obstacles to the entry
into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT). This Treaty
represents a historic multilateral step toward nuclear disarmament and strengthens the
nuclear non-proliferation regime. Japan has been doing its utmost, through bilateral
contacts and multilateral means, to encourage non-signatories and non-ratifiers to
accede to it. Last month, building on the achievements of the Article XIV
Conference in November 2001, Japan, together with Australia and the Netherlands,
took the initiative of issuing a joint ministerial statement on the CTBT. The three
countries are inviting other countries to be included in the list of issuers; currently
eighteen foreign ministers from all geographic regions are on the list. The statement
will be forwarded to the Secretary-General to be circulated as an official document of
the UN. I would like to take this opportunity to call upon all States to Join_this
meaningful statement. In addition, my country is fully cooperating with the
Preparatory Committee of the CTBT Organization for the establishment of a
verification system. Pending the entry into force of this Treaty, however, it is




imperative that the states concerned maintain the moratoria on nuclear-weapon-test
explosions.

We are deeply disappointed at the six-year-long stalemate in the Conference
on Disarmament and its failure again this year to commence negotiations on a Fissile
Material Cut-Off Treaty (FMCT). An FMCT would be a significant step for nuclear
non-proliferation and an essential building block for further nuclear disarmament.
Moreover, the strengthened control of nuclear materials under an FMCT will aid in the
prevention of nuclear and radiological terrorism. For these reasons, negotiations
should be commenced immediately, in accordance with the mandate that was agreed
upon in 1995. A series of educational seminars which the Netherlands is currently
conducting is benefiting all delegations in Geneva by preparing them for the
negotiations once they begin.

The maintenance and strengthening of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) regime is essential in achieving a nuclear-weapon-free world. It is particularly
important to promote the universality of the NPT and to ensure full compliance with
the Treaty by all Member States. I would like to take this opportunity to welcome the
decision of Cuba to accede to this Treaty as wel] as to the Treaty for the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean.

With the First Session of the Preparatory Committee in April a good start has
been made in the NPT review process leading up to the 2005 Review Conference. I
would like to stress the need for the implementation of the agreements contained in the
Final Document of the 2000 Review Conference.

It is important to promote the universality of the additional protocol to the
IAEA safeguards agreement as an effective means to stem non-compliance. Japan
organized a seminar for the Asian-Pacific region in June of last year and since then has
been contributing to seminars held in Latin America, Central Asia and Africa. It will
hold a conference for the same purpose in Tokyo this December.

Having assisted the efforts made by the regional States and the United Nations,
Japan is particularly pleased that the negotiations on the text of the Central Asian
Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty have been concluded. Japan looks forward to the
signing of the Treaty in the near future.

Again this year, my delegation will submit to the General Assembly a draft
resolution entitled "A path to the total elimination of nuclear weapons.” We look
forward to its adoption with the support of an overwhelming majority of Member
States.






