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bdr. Chuirman,

Allow me firse Lo qoin the others in eonpralulsting you on your clection 23 charman of this committee
and aasure you of my delegalion’s fall coopuration.

The horrific artack on the Uinited Sales a year ago demonstrated i she werld that there are termotisls
whes will step at nothing in their effnts to discupe and desteay, bt also Jeenomstraled thas inlermational
{errarism constitutes a threwt to mrernational peace and scourity, This theeat must he foushe by all
avaitable means in accordance with the Charter of the Linited Matioos.

We can only imagming the impact if lomomsts ware ro use weapoms of mass destructicdt now or N The
lifure. This is why disarmament, ating control and non-grofiteration measures are soampotant e
efforts to combar terrorism, The chaltenge for this commiller is 10 idenlify measures and ways which
can deny termorisls the possihilite of acquiring and using weapons of ritass destruction and their means
of delivery.

We recall that Tust veur's session of this commites adopled by consensus a resolution recoghizimg the
close link belween intemational lermorism, illicit arms tratficking and the illegal muvement of nuclear,
chemical, hintogical and other potentially deadly matenals, In ovder 10 baild & comimon respnse Lo
alobal threals, the resolurion realfirmed mulatateralism as a core principle for disarmament and nen-
prolifsration und vxprossed concern abuut the lack of progress in this arca.

Now, i vear later, wa shoulil ask ourselves whether we have Jived up w our commilments. T are wi
still dealing with muttilateral nen-proliferation and disarmarment in 2 “business as usual™ mannar? 1um
thinking of the lach of progress in important areas such as negoniation of 2 fissile material treaty,
ustiversalization of important treaties such as the Mon-proliferation treaty and the Compreheosive Test
Ban Treatv, and compliance measures for the Biolorical Weapons Canvenlion.

There is nu doubst that the internationat communily has respeniiest forcefully inw number of arcas to the
threat posed by lecrorism AL the sume time my delegation continugs to b voncerned whoul the lack of
sufficient progress in multilateral disarmuament and non-proliferation diplomscy and of stelTiciene
recowninan of the importance that weork in this arca also has for our fight against internacionnl
terrurism. We eall upon ! members of the LN family 1o renew and ful (il their individual and
callective commikments.

M. Chuairman,

The Nerwegian government continues to sge the Treary on the Non-Proliferation of Suclear Weapans
as Lthe curnerstone for intermational non-preliferation and disarmament eftorts. Yhe action plan and 13
practical steps for the systemitic and progressive achizvement of nuclear disarmament identilicd i the
Document [rom the NEL 2000 Review Cunference are key reference points here. Regrettably, there is
still slow progress in Lhe implementation of some of the 15 steps.

A welcome devetopment is the US-Russian agreement oo @ new treaty on firther reductions in stratedgic
nuclear warheads. Reduclions in the numbers of operationalty deploved strategic warheads will be an
important contribution 1o the implementation of the decisions of the 2000 NPT Ruview Conference and
L continued strategic sthility and enhanced security in the new nternarional context. While
weleaming reductions in strategic nuclear warheads, toarway underlines the need for veriflable and
ireversible reductions.

At the NPT Preparatory Comenilice in April there was a widely held view, which wus ulso expressed in
the Chairman’s Iactual Summary, that non-strategic nucleat weapons must be further reduced in a
verifiable and ireversible manner, We hope to see an early start ol nugotiations on further subssantisl
guts in the arsenals of tactical nuclear weapons.

The unilaterat declarations by the U'% and Russian presidents in 1991-92 resulted in the climination of 2
preat number of tactical nuclear warhuads. These declarations are still relevant and should be preserved
and strenpthened. We encourage the adoption ol ransparency measures such ds repotting on the
implementativn of theze two important declarations and reciprocal information exchange by the twa
conntries involved In this regard we would like to point tn the transparency meastres that NA TO) las
jegmsed to Russia. It could abso be nseful 1 congider how the imporlant L5 Cooperative Chreat



Reduction Programme can contribute to the safe storage and dismantlement of tactical auclear
warbeads o Russia,

Universal adherence to the Comprehensive Muclear [esr Bun Treary and its carly enéry inte force
contiiue 10 be a hivh pricoty for Norway, despite the diflicubies that have been eheouatered in this
progzss. Self-imposed moratoria on neckear resting dre a usefl measune peiding the colry inte force of
the CTRT. Such moratoria cunoot. however, reptace the legally binding commitmunts represented by
the sipaing und ratification of the ‘Freaty. The verification regimu is at the core ol the Lreaty, The full
and speedy implementation of the international menitering system  without waiting foor the endry inko
force of the weaty  woubd be a signifteant confidence and seeurivy -building measure. Financisl and
diplematic support for the Preparutory Commnission of the Comprehensive Nuciear Fust Ban Treaty
Croaization must continng unabaled.

Br. Chairman,

Tt is with great regret that we note the continoing stalemate in the Conlerenes of [hsarmurewnt. This
situation is undercutting the credibilily of the Conference as welk as of multikateralisa in disarmament
anl arms control, W sincerely Tope that the present consultaeions on the Conlerenee’s work
programine will finalty be success[ul, and that it will be able to start suhsiantive waork by 2003, o this
respret we support the recent cross-regional initiazive y five former presidents of the Conterence.

We comsider that the top priotity (or the Confarence shoutd be to start negatiations on 4 non-
diseriminatury oisltilaterat and effectively verifiable Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty. A Cut-off Treany
is Lhe next logical step on the multilateral arms control agenda and s essential iF we are o advance
auclear non-prodiferation. As long as there is a deadlock in the Conference on Bisarmament. we
welcome the parallel process to idunlify and assess parieular and technival aspects ot a Fissile watertal
Cut-off Treaty.

Wi need 1o deal with 1the entire field of weapims-usahls fissile material in @ comprehensive mannar,
Al nuclear-weapon states should coneluds and implement arangements e place fissile material that is
dusiznaled us 1o longer required [or military purpeses under the TARA verification reghme. We
advocate the principlz of imeversible disposition in order to ensure that ¢xcess stockpiles ol lssils
material remain outside the military nuckear evele. To thar end TAEA menitoring is required.

While imtialing Fissile Material Cul-off Treaty negotiations. the Conference on Disarmamenl should
also address in a substantive mannor the other issues on Hs egenda such as negative secury assuranuus,
preventiot of an arms race o owter space {FARCES) and miclear disarmarmen,

bAr. Chairman.

The 100 10 aver L0 initative taken by the (-8 this summer to intensify and improve coordination of
international vilurts ugainst the spread of weapons and materials of mass destruction is an important
initiative that has our Tull support. Since the mid-ninetics Norway and Russia have cooperated closely
on noclear safety and waste (ssues and, more recentdy, also on chemical weapons destruction. This
cooperation grew out of environmentat coneems, but clearly there is a close link between
enviromnenial issues such as the zafe disposal ol nuclear waste and muclear non-proliferation and
prevenlion vf terrorism.

At Chanman,

Norway helieves that strengthening the Bielozical Weupons Convention must be a priotity for the
internations| community, especiatly in the light of the use terrorists could make of such weapons. We
should use the Fifth Review Conference to reaffirm our commitment to preventing the production,
proliteration and use of biological weapons when the conference resumes i a few weeks' Lime.

W urge all states parties to the Bwlogical Weapans Convention to demonstrate sufficient Nexibility so
that a consensus decision can be reached when the Filth Review Conlerence resumes. Bul we need to
explore further national as well as multilareral messures 10 ensure compliance with the € unventian,



M delezaion woukd ulse like Lo reatfum Nopway's strong commmiument to fhe universality of the
Chemical Weapens Convention. We expect full and effective implementation of its proviziuns by all
crates parics. The oblization 1o destroy existing arsenals of chamical weapons continues 1o lie with the
[ORRCESOT alute.

k. Chairmian,

sorway coninues to he congemed ghout the proliferation of balltsrie minse systems capakble of
delivering weapens of mass destruction, We must cuth and reverse this trend as an impectant part ef
ot corrmnn elfurt to combal terrorism by state s non-state sctors. We nowd 4 broad and
comprefiensive strategy invelving politicel, economic anidl diplomutic means. We see the work an an
international Code of Cenduct against the proliferation of ballistic missiles as a first step and as a basts
far strengthening international cflorts in this field. We encoursge all countrics w join this mportant
inilialive,

mAr. Chairman,

I'lie UN Programme of Action on Stmall Arms and Light Wieapens is @ wmood starting point for
intensifving our etforls 10 deal with what Secretary General Kobi Annan has described as weapons oF
mass destruction in slow metion, The cmphazis must now be on full implementation of this programere
al the national, regional and plobal levels, We are pleased 1o see the cncouraging mosoentan il &
laking place on all continents, Morway’s emphasis is on tracig and hrokering, stockpile tapagemuent
and destruction of surpluses, disarmamoent and development, DD&R and fast bt miod Jeast on assisting
alfecied countrics.

| ¢ me reiterute our Birtn conviclion that we need a broad mobilization of governments, ¢ivil sociely.
NGOk, he UN family and regional organizations in the follow-up activitics. The Morwezian
Goverpment stands ready to conirtbute both linanciatly and politically o the successful implemengation
of the Proprumms of Action. We are currently working together wilh & number of governments,
regional organizations and NGOs on close to twenty different smull arms projects.

M. Chaicman,

W are encouraged by the grewing number of signatures and ralifications of the Anti-personmel hine
Buan Convention and by

v Ihe cleor reduction in the use of anti-personnet mines.

the dramatic drop in the production of these mines,

the almost complete halt in trade and transier of anti-personmel mines,

the cunsidetable funding available for humanitarian mine action, and maost importaly,

th: siznificant decline in the nutnber of new mine viceinis.

This vlearty illustrates thal lhe Mine Ban Convention is becoming an intetiational notm, acd that
multilateralism can work. There is a strony partnership betwecen ull states parties and across all regiors.
There is a strong partnership hetween governments and the ICBL and ICRC.

Rut there is ho toont for complacency. There arc still too tmany victims and there are still large areas of
land which need 1o ke marked and cleared. We therefore need continued politicsl and finaneisl
commitment in order to reach the humanitarian aims we have so0 ourselves. Norway s commitment Lo
mine ACHon rEmains as SIEOmE 45 EVer.

M. Chairman,

Morway welcomes the successful outeome of the Second Review Cenlerence of the Convention on the
Prohibilion or Restriction on the Use of Cerrain Conventionat Weapons (CCOW We were greatly
encouraged by the decision to extend the scape of the Convention to internal conflicts.

We were also pleased to see that there was omsensus 00 seMing up an cxpert group o consider a
mandate for negotiating & protecel on Explosive Rempaats of War 1o the Convention, We hope thal i
will b pussible to roach agreement by the 2nd of the year on a munduaee for egotiating such 4 legally
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bindinyg instrument. Within the COW, Nomway also supports e ¢lfors ty better address the
hmeznitarian challenges posad by anti-velicle mines.

Morway welcomes olforts 10 promaote education on Jisarmament and hen-preliferation. The qepor b
e Secrotary Gieneral both underlines the need for meore £ [Torts in this area and hat we need W reach
ol e all arourps.

Mr. Chaieman,

LifTegtive multilareral COOpLrEtan i more important than ever, and farging a suliad coulition Lo [T
nt-prodiferation and disarmament is crucial. We hope this session of the Fiest Committee will help
mabitize the political will of guveriments Lo continue ongaing multilaters| initiatives amd sSlep up
effurts 1o lind solutions und Ll moving in areas that arc sl deadlogked



