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Mr Chairperson,

Let me extend my delegation’s congratulations on your assumption of the chair of the First
Committee for the fifty-seventh session of the General Assembly. I wish to assure you of my
delegation’s full support and co-operation as you and the bureau lead the work of this
Committee to a successful conclusion.

Mr Chairperson,

The crisis in the international community’s endeavours to address non-proliferation,
disarmament and arms control issues has further deepened in the last year. The international
community has largely remained unable to substantively address these issues, which are
some of the most central issues of our day. Narrow self-interest, unilateralism, lack of
political will and statesmanship paralyse our multilateral fora, which were specifically
established for these purposes. In a time when terrorism and the horrific consequences of
possible use of weapons of mass destruction has captured international attention, the reality
that sustainable initiatives to protect international peace and security are dependent on the
collective participation of the international community appears to escape us.

It 1s obviously with deep regret that the Conference on Disarmament, which is defined as
“the single multilateral disarmament negotiating forum of the international community” and
which "has the primary role in substantive negotiations on priority questions of
disarmament", has again been unable to agree on a Programme of Work. This is despite the
fact that there is almost unanimous support in the CD for some mechanism to deal with the
issues that we have been deliberating on over the last few years. This s despite the fact that
there is general agreement that nuclear disarmament, the prevention of an arms race in outer
space, and the negotiation of a fissile material treaty that will ban the production of fissile
material for military purposes are concems of the entire international community; and that
United Nations General Assembly resolutions call on us to deal with these issues. Despite
the valiant efforts and leadership shown in the CD by certain countries and their
representatives this year, some delegations continue to refuse to recognise the legitimate
concerns of other States, while insisting that respect and understanding should be shown for
theirs. This continued intransigence has only exacerbated the situation and left the CD -- an
institution of great potential -- exclusivist, undemocratic, unreformed, expensive and
ineffective.

Mr Chairperson,

There has also been little progress on nuclear disarmament and little to show on the thirteen
nuclear disarmament steps agreed to by all of the NPT’s States Parties at the 2000 Review
Conference. While de-alerting and reliance on substantively fewer deployed nuclear
weapons has made significant gains in the Moscow Treaty; real disarmament has not been
addressed. Furthermore, the First Preparatory Committee in the new NPT Review cycle was
disappointing. Although some delegations expended much energy and effort on proposals
and reports, no substantive interaction took place and we ended up talking at each other but
not with each other. This will need to be remedied for the second PrepCom and future

deliberations.

As a country that stepped back from the nuclear weapons abyss, South Africa remains
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totally committed to the complete elimination of these weapons. We will, along with our
partners in the New Agenda, submit two resolutions to the First Committee this year and
count on past supporters to again join us in our pursuit towards a nuclear weapon-free
world.

[ also want to use this opportunity of extending South Africa’s congratulations to Cuba on
its decision to become a States Party of both the NPT and the Tlatelolco Treaty. This
decision is of considerable significance as it now leaves only three States -- India, Israel and
Pakistan -- outside the Treaty. Cuba’s decision underscores the cardinal importance of the
Treaty, not only as the international community’s primary instrument for preventing the
proliferation of nuclear weapons, but also as a cornerstone for nuclear disarmament. Cuba’s
decision further underscores the importance of moving forward on the unequivocal
commitment that was undertaken by all of the NPT States Parties to the accomplishment of
nuclear disarmament and of the thirteen nuclear disarmament steps that all agreed upon in
2000. Cuba’s decision emphasises the inter-relationship of nuclear non-proliferation and
nuclear disarmament and of the fact that by staying outside the Treaty, States are inhibiting
not only the achievement of the international community’s goals in this regard, but also the
goals of the masses of ordinary people around the world -- whose voices are regrettably not
often heard or taken cognisance of in this forum. Cuba’s decision reinforces the self-evident
truth that nuclear weapons must be taken out of the hands of all, whether they are States or
terrorists, and that international peace and security cannot be based on the indefinite
possession of nuclear weapons by, or the aspiration to nuclear weapons of, a few. Cuba’s
decision underscores the fact that nuclear weapons are not only a threat to those that possess
them or to those that are currently being threatened by them, but that they are a threat to us
all. Cuba’s decision emphasises the fact that nuclear non-proliferation and nuclear
disarmament is not only the preserve of those who possess nuclear weapons, but that the
duty to address these issues rests upon us all.

South Africa also welcomes the endeavours of the five Central Asian States to establish a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in that region and trust that these efforts will add further impetus
to the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones in other parts of the world.

Mr Chairperson,

While the proliferation of missiles is deemed to be one of the escalating and immediate
challenges to international peace and security, we were unable to collectively address even
the most basic concerns 1n this field. The report of the UN Panel of Governmental Experts
on missiles i all its aspects is a sad reflection of the current state of disarmament affairs.
Panel members had vigorous discussions, but could not agree on a single recommendation
for a course of action and couldn’t even agree on what the nature of the problem was.

The draft International Code of Conduct against the Proliferation of Ballistic Missiles
(ICOC) has undergone some development phases in which South Africa has actively
participated. Its success will depend on the degree to which the final draft will be able to
attract support, especially from those States possessing these ballistic missiles. Early drafts
have not managed to adequately address the utilisation of the benefits of space for peaceful
purposes and while at this early stage the ICOC only attempts to address proliferation, it
would be important to have a disarmament goal included.






