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Mr. President,

At the outset, and on behalf of the United Arab Emirates, it is
my pleasure to extend to you my sincerest congratulations on
your election as the chairman of this committee, which plays a
vital and important role in strengthening the international
security through the efforts and endeavors of the United
Nations. We are confident that your diversified expertise in the
issues of disarmament will effectively contribute to converging
the points of view on issues concerning disarmament and
international security enforcement. On this occasion, I would
like to wish you and all members of your office success. Also, I
would like to thank your predecessor, for his management of
the previous session of the committee, and also to thank the
Secretary —General Assistant for Disarmament Affairs and his
office for their valuable efforts in enhancing international co-
operation in the areas of disarmament and stability of
international peace and security.

Mr. President,

Two vyears had elapsed since the millennium summit
declaration was issued when the heads of states and
governments pledged to work together for creating a peaceful,
secure and prosperous world. However, after one year of this
declaration, the world woke up on the terrorist attacks on the
United States of America on 11 September 2001, which claimed
more than 3,000 lives of Americans and other nationals of
other countries. After such violent events, the world realized
two important facts: firstly, the possible volume of destruction
and death that could take place if weapons of mass destruction

1



or nuclear weapons were applied in such attacks. Secondly:
there is a weapon, which is more destructive than any other
weapon; it is the feelings of resentment, hatred and anger that
lay concealed behind all types of conflicts and wars. The world
became more convinced that the work of the United Nations
for peace and disarmament has become more important and
pressing than any time before. The current regional and non-
regional conflicts, and the increasing violence in several
regions of the world urges us to renew our commitment to
enhance the role of the international law, including,
disarmament conventions and treaties, limitation of weapons
and the elimination of the roots of conflicts.

Mr. President,

In spite of the progress achieved by the United Nations in
peacekeeping in some areas of conflicts in the world, there stiil
is more work to be done by the organization for maintaining
regional and international peace and security. There are
millions of people in various parts of the world who live in
danger since long time due to the occupation of their territories
by foreign forces, or as a result of extreme poverty or ethnic
conflicts and civil wars. It is unfortunate that no progress has
been achieved in solving the problems of millions of those
people, which obstructs the efforts aimed to establish
international peace and security. The global increase in arms
expenses compared to the deterioration of expenditures on
economy development programs of developing and poor
countries is a source of great concerns; it is one of the leading
causes for armed conflicts. The reports about arms and
weapons indicate that the volume of global military
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expenditure for the past year has amounted to US$ 839
billions, surpassing the previous year by US $ 39 billions.
Reports also outlined the growing increase in arms trafficking,
out of which a great portion is directed to the developing
countries, which is an indicator of the of the fear and insecurity
such countries live under. Out of fear of expected attacks, or of
threat of aggressive power, such countries resort to piling and
building up weapons, instead of fulfilling the economic and
humanitarian needs of their communities. This is in addition to
the declared and undeclared armament race which is taking
place in the fields of possession, transfer, production and
storage of fissionable nuclear materials, weapons of mass
destruction, and conventional weapons, which poses a direct
threat to the international peace and security, and destroys all
efforts exerted by the United Nations and the concerned bodies
for achieving progress in the areas of disarmament and
limitation of production and spread of nuclear, chemical and
biological weapons.

Mr. President,

From its position of rejecting the principal of resorting to
armament race and piling arms as a deterremt policy, the
United Arab Emirates urges the international community to
develop a comprehensive international strategy towards
accomplishing regional and international security. This
strategy must be founded on the principles of the international
law and the resolutions and conventions of the United Nations,
which are based on the principles of equality and respect of
countries’ sovereignty. We look with optimism towards the
agreement reached by the group of the eight countries on
establishing an international partnership working against the
spread of weapons and materials of mass destruction, and
supporting specific co-operation projects for addressing
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