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Mr. Chairman,

I join the other delegations who have spoken before me, to congratulate you
on your deserved election as Chairman of this very important Committee. I also
wish to extend my appreciation to your Predecessor, Ambassador Andre Erdos of
Hungary, for chairing our Committee during the 56th Session of the General
Assembly. I also welcome the other member of the bureau, to whom I equally
extend my delegation's full cooperation. A special welcome goes to the
Representatives of Switzerland and Timor-Leste who join us as the 190th and 191st
Member States of the United Nations.

It has been one year since we last met under the shadow of the tragic 11th
September events. That horror exposed our common vulnerability to new threats to
internationals peace and security. At this session, our Committee is therefore
expected to promote and strengthen multilateralism as a core principle in our
common efforts to prevent threats as that from threatening international peace and
security. Multilateralism will enable the international community to create
conditions of peace and security, which are important pre-requisities for socio-
economic development which most of the countries represented here badly need.

Mr. Chairman,

The First Committee is the forum in the United Nations that can contribute to
the creation of the needed positive international atmosphere by the manner in which
it approached the challenges facing humanity today. It is the view of my delegation
that strengthened Mutilateralism will enhance the role of the United Nations in
global affairs. This is a point emphasized by the heads of state and government in
the Millennium Declaration two years ago. The countries we represent look to a
results-based disarmament programme that will give hope to the future of our
children, to whom we owe a stable and prosperous world.

Mr. Chairman,

The Committee's goals at this session should be to use multilateralism to
strengthen global norms to collectively eliminate threats to peace and stability.
Together we can eliminate the deadliest weapons of mass destruction, that terrorists
can use. The promotion of controls on the development, production and
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proliferation of weapons of mass destruction can bring hope to the world. Further
more disarmament efforts can advance conflict prevention and the peaceful
resolutions of disputes.

Mr. Chairman,

The past year has witnessed the global pre-occupation with the fight against
international terrorism. My country has been and stands ready to cooperate with
other countries, at the regional and international levels in this fight. However, these
efforts will only be meaningful if they effectively prevent terrorist groups from
gaining access to nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction. Itis
necessary in this regard to ensure that the multilateral institutions redouble efforts to
achieve socio-economic development in many parts of the world as a way of
addressing one of the many causes of conflict.

My delegation is concerned that nuclear weapons continue to dominate the
strategic consideration of important states, members of the United Nations. Zambia
on its party is committed to the total elimination of all nuclear weapons. Any
military doctrine based on nuclear weapons is incompatible with the integrity and
promotion of the international non-proliferation regime, that my country has been
committed to in the last thirty-five years.

In return, Zambia expects the five nuclear-weapon states to take immediate
steps to achieve the complete elimination of their nuclear arsenals. Unfortunately,
there continues to be alarming signs of the continued development of new
generations of nuclear weapons. This new phenomena if urgently reversed will
further undermining past achievements by the international community in this
important area. 1 wish to welcome the new treaty between the United States and the
Russian Federation reached on 12th May 2002, on the reduction of strategic
offensive forces. Zambia hopes the world will witness many such bilateral
mitiatives.

My delegation would like to appeal to all those states which have not yet
done so, to become state parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT), and the related comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty. It is only
then, will the ultimate goals of establishing nuclear weapon-free zones in all the five






