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Mr. Chairman,

Since the 56th General Assembly we have witnessed important and positive developments in the context of two
international humanitarian law treaties governing weapons. These developments illustrate the potential for making
significant progress in addressing issues related to weapons when the focus is put on the human implications of the
weapons concerned and on fundamental and widely accepted norms of international humanitarian law.

The Second Review Conference of the 1980 Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCwW), in
December 2001, took the landmark decision to extend the scope of all of the Convention's Protocols to apply also in
non-international armed confiicts. This was a crucial affirmation of the international community's determination to
ensure that the fundamental rules prohibiting or governing the use of spedific conventional weapons apply in the
types of conflicts which are most prevalent today. The extension of the Convention's scope sends a signal both to
States and armed groups that the norms contained in the Convention must be respected in all armed conflicts. It
will also make the ICRC's promotion of the rules contained in the Convention easier.

States parties to the CCW also agreed to begin formal efforts to address the global problem of explosive
remnants of war and anti-vehicle mines in the framework of a Group of Governmental Experts. In the course
of the past two years the ICRC has drawn attention to the widespread and dramatic human consequences of
explosive remnants of war which litter post-conflict landscapes throughout the world. In contexts as diverse as
Poland and Laos uncleared unexploded ordnance has caused many thousands of casualties and required tens of
millions of dollars to clear. As weapon systems capable of delivering huge quantities of explosive devices over great
distances proliferate, so too will the human, social and financial costs of explosive remnants of war - unless urgent
action is taken. The Expert Group's work has been encouraging. There appears to be a broad consensus that many
problems relating to this issue are largely preventable and should be addressed in the CCW context. Many elements
of a possible solution have been identified. These include obligations to clear, or assist in clearance of, unexploded
ordnance and the provision of essential information to warn local popuiations and facilitate safe and rapid
dearance. However, it is unlikely that significant further progress will be made until specific proposals are
considered in a negotiating framework.

Taken in the context of the adoption of new Protocols in 1995 and 1996, the recent extension of scope and the
decision to begin work on explosive remnants of war and anti-vehicle mines, the CCW Convention has
demonstrated its potential to be a dynamic instrument. It has been able to meet challenges arising from new
weapons and the changing nature of warfare. The ICRC urges all CCW States Parties to accede at the earliest
possible date to the extended scope of the CCW Convention and to any Protocol to which they are not yet party.
We also urge al! non-Parties to adhere to the Convention and to join in efforts to address the global problem of
explosive remnants of war in this forum. The ICRC considers that future work on explosive remnants of war should
be carried out within a mandate for the negotiation of a new legally binding protocol and calls on all State Parties
to support such a mandate at the special Meeting of States Parties in December.

The Fourth Meeting of States Parties to the Convention on the Prohibition of Anti-personnel Mines in
September was another important landmark in efforts to end the scourge of these weapons. The meeting provided
avidence of the effectiveness of the Convention in reducing the numbers of mines and in mobilising States,
internationat agencies and NGO's towards the goal of the total elimination of anti-personnel mines along with their
horrific effects. The adherence this year by 7 more States, including Afghanistan and Angola which are among
those most ravaged by mines, demonstrates the continuing momentum towards universalisation of this Convention.
It also reflected an important shift from a past focus on consolidating "lessons learned” in mine action towards the
achieverment of specific objectives within fixed deadlines. For many States the deadlines for stockpile destruction
are as early as 2003, and for mine clearance 2009. The crucial role of the 2004 Review Conference in ensuring that
these deadiines are met and adequate resources aré mobilised was recognised and preparations begun. The ICRC
looks forward to hosting a meeting of States of the Commonwealth of Independent States in Moscow, in early
November, to consider together the challenges and promise of this important Convention. We call upon all States
not yet party to adhere as a matter of urgency.






