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Mr. Chairman,

The past year showed that the world had not become more secure and safer
after the end of the Cold War. The US tragic events of September 11, 2001 have
demonstrated real threats and challenges to the mankind. That year also proved that
facing such threats the world community should and could join its efforts and proceed
with determination and deliberation.

Our first successful efforts in jointly opposing international terrorism have
proved that the multilateralism principle has no alternative when it comes to assuring
international security. Better than ever, we know that it is not isolation but integration
and equal security for everyone that are the clue to the problems confronting us in this
area.

The principal task we face now is to transform the antiterrorist coalition into a
solid basis for building an efficient system of security and cooperation. The United
Nations - which is to assure that the world community is guided in its efforts to mect
new threats and challenges by the international law - should be placed in the center of
this system.

We would like to underline that diminishing the role of the international law,
withdrawing from the key agreements assuring strategic stability, international
security and the rule of law in the world are only likely to feed terrorism, exacerbate
threats to international security and weaken safety of the world community.

Mr. Chairman,

Russia is committed to strict implementation of our obligations in the field of
nuclear disarmament and nonproliferation, and we second our words with deeds.

The period of strategic offensive weapons reduction provided for in START I
was concluded last December. Under this Treaty, each Party was to reduce the
number of its strategic delivery means and warheads attributed to them to 1600 and

6000 respectively within seven years after the entry into force of this Treaty. Russia
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has fully implemented its obligations under these provisions before the end of that
period and by the check date, December 5, 2001, had reduced the number of its
deployed strategic delivery means (the ICBMs, SLBMs and heavy bombers) and
warheads attributed to them to 1136 and 5518 respectively.

We destroyed the last nuclear warhead removed from the territory of Ukraine to
Russia in October 2001.

Russia consistently and successfully carries out the measures that were
announced within its 1991-1992 unilateral disarmament initiatives with regard to
nonstrategic nuclear weapons. Through our strenuous and continuous cfforts, all the
weapons of the former Soviet Union have been withdrawn to the territory of Russia
and brought under steady control. We would like to draw your attention once again to
the Russian proposal to withdraw all the nuclear weapons to the territory of the
nuclear states, which they belong to. So we will be more confident of its safety and
security.

The Strategic Offensive Reduction Treaty concluded by Russia and the United
States at the Moscow Summit last May is another major step towards nuclear
disarmament. This Treaty legally binds each Party to reduce, on the basis of
reciprocity, its aggregate number of strategic nuclear warheads to the agreed level of
1700-2200 by December 31, 2012, i.e. provides for threefold reduction if compared
with the level established under START L. And according to its terms, START I will
remain in force till December 5, 2009, and may be extended by mutual consent of the
Parties - thus, the strategic offensive weapons of Russia aﬁd the United States will be
subject to double complementary limitations of both Treaties at least till the end of
this period. The new Treaty provides for its further improvement, strengthening and
updating. To this end, a special Bilateral Commission on Implementation is to be
created. Russia is going to ratify the new Treaty by the end of the year.

Like any other agreements, the Strategic Oftensive Reduction Treaty has been

made possible by the willingness of Russia and the United States to make mutual
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concessions and build new strategic relations in facing new threats, which they
formalized in the Joint Declaration adopted at the same Summit, as well as to reaffirm
close interrelation between strategic offensive and defensive weapons.

According to the decisions taken at the Moscow Summit held in May, working
out of a system of predictability and confidence-building measures in the anti-missile
defense sphere is underway. That will help redress the situation after the US
withdrawal from the ABM Treaty. To discuss strategic security issues on a regular
basis, a special mechanism was established — the Consultative Group composed of the
Foreign Affairs and Defense Ministers of Russia and the United States, who held their
first meeting in Washington on September 20. The similar mechanism is also to be
created with France.

Russia attaches great importance to political and diplomatic efforts to resolve
the problem of missile nonproliferation. We positively evaluate the work done by the
group of governmental experts within the United Nations on the missile
nonproliferation issues, We believe that such work should be continued. When
preparing the expert report, Russia introduced a draft Memorandum of Intent in the
missile non-proliferation area, which was to define further steps in that area. The
document reflects the Russia’s concept of the Global Control System for
Nonproliferation of Missiles and Missile Technologies, which assures wide and
nondiscriminatory participation of all concemned states in developing such measures
under the UN auspices.

We think it is of crucial importance to take into account opinions and proposals
of all the concerned states when drafting the International code of conduct on the
prevention of ballistic missiles proliferation which is under discussion now. An
important aspect of the missile nonproliferation issue is to guarantee the legal right of
each and every state to peaceful development of outer space.

The issue of preventing the militarization of outer space 1s acquiring more and

more topicality. At the 56" UNGA session Russia put forward a proposal on a






