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Vi . Lld LCPEeYsOon,

Let me extend my delegation’s congratulations on  your
assumption of the chair of the First Committee for the
fifty-eighth session of the General Assembly. I wish to
assure you of my delegation’s full support and co-
operation as vyou and the bureau lead the work of this
Committee to a successful conclusion.

Mr., Chairperson,

The ctragic bombing of the UN Headquarters in Irag on 19
Augugt 2003 jolted the world and brought the cruel face cof
terrorism right to the doorsteps of this building.
Terrorists, cculd and probably would, use any means,
nowever Dbarbaric or horrendous, <o achleve their ends.
This raises the spectre of the possible use of nuclear,
chemical and bisleogical weapons. Dozens of media reports
revigited many of the threats that had haunted us
previously - dirty bombs, mini nukes, backyard bio-labs,
gt¢ = and pointed out how new technologies, freex trade
and open borders provided easy exploitatior by those
seeking To wreak havoc, Public statements espoused the
urgent need to prevent these weagons from being used.

Mr, Chairperson,

Since we met a year ago the issue c¢f disarmament and non-~
proliferation has become an area of much greater
international attention, The threat, as perceived and
pregented, of weapcns of mass destruction and their means of
delivery, resulted in war. The end of the Ccld War and the
ensuing winds of hope, peace and progress had lulled
us into complacency. We believed that the threat of days
gone past had dissipated. 0ld nuclear and other rivalries had
been overtaken by new friendships and relationships, co-
operation, understanding and peace.

Mr. Chairperson,

Scenarias ©f the possible consequences of the use of
nuclear weapons and cther weapons 2f mass destruction are
indeed frightening. Every Rugust brings te the fore those
horrific events at Hiroshima and Nagasaki 58 years ags. Qur
wildest imagination would rnet be able to envisage what
human suffering and devastation modern thermonuclear

devices -- weapons more than a thousand <imes more potent
than the 1945 devices ~-- could wreak on &an  urban
population. Today this horror even continues to threaten
States and peoples that have bound themselves not to
agpire to nuclear weapons, but who are unable to obtazirn
reliable zggurances That these weapons will not be used, or
be threatened to be used, against them.
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We are z2lso regularly confronted with stark insights into the
possible censequences of wpilological agenrts being released
inta *he ervironment - even if this is unintentional
and despite all controls. Ordinary people around the world
are repulised by those 1images and naturally experience
anxiety and fear that sucn calamity may befall them.

Mr. Chairperson,

Every year this Committees meets toc address these very
isgues of disarmament that ordinary people arcund the
world are deeply concerned and anxious about. We carry the
responsibility of collectively allaying their fears and have
Lhe duty to do our oecutmost to adequately address the issues
in freat of vus.

We would urge that all members approach our work in &
serious fashion and that we work together so that we can
agree collectively to actions that will contribute to and
promote international peace and security.

We are faced with a plethora of resolutions. Many ¢f them are
repetizive, consume most of our valuable time and do not add
anything new tc the agenda. Years of bureaucratic creativity
have produced a proliferation of resclutions on a wide-
ranging number of topics. We agree that all i1ssues are
important, but we dc need te prioritise. We need to get
back to Pbasics and ensure that the bulk of our time and
deliberation in this Committee is spent on issues that could
movz international security forward on the basis of a
consensus between ourselves, or which provide a genuine
platform of debate on actions for the furure. Tae
challenge 1s to achieve actior orisentated resoliutions that
draw the support of all of us or which provide the platform
for work in the future, and which shculd be implemented when
they are adopted.

Wa would urge yecu, Mr Chairperson, to consult with main
sponsors of  resclutions on 2imilar issues to  discuss
whethear it would be possible to merge them into
consolidated resolutions. We would aiso like to suggest
trhat the main sponsors of resclutions that do not reflect
significant changes during the year consxder tabling
their resclutions every second or third year, or as
appropriate. The aim should be to allow us sufficient *ime
to focus on, and give the needed substantive
congideration to, the issuaes that we need to address.

Mr. Chairperson,

Cur reccord ef achievement on some cof the most crucial
issues is distressing:
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o Global military expenditure is expected to rise over one
trillion deollars this year, while half the world
languishes in chronic poverty and deprivation.

» There has been no Drogress on real nuclea:r
disarmament. On the contrary these weapons seem to be
regaining their allure. The Nuclear Weapon States cling to
their arsenals, are devising new raticnales for *heir use
and are reported to be further exploring the
development of new types of devices. More states are
working to emulate them, while terrorists are swayed Ly
their rat:onale for having them. The concept of a second
nuclear era, which seeks to return a lost claim to
legitimacy, should be opposed with all cur endeavors.

¢ The Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty has been
crippled by rthe lack of c¢ommitment of some signatory
states.

¢« The Conference on Disarmsament, which is not only funded
through the <contributions of its Members, but the
contributions of each and every cone of the Member States
of the United Naticns, has not done any substantive work
for seven years. Its ipnactivity, which is shrouded in
1ts report to this Committee, has prevented the
negotltiation of a nuclear fissile materials treaty,
despite agreement by this Committee for the negotiations
to proceed, angd has prevented work on other pricrity
issues such as nuclear disarmament, which had also been
agreed to.

» We have not addressed the possible weaponisation of space,
although we all concede <that this 1is the next
vattleground and that prevention is better than cure.

» We have not been able to adeguately address the
Biclogical  Weapons  Convention by  strengthening  ics
implementation, although we toiled ceollectively through
many years of negotiation to do so.

o We have not managed to collectively addre=zs the
proliferation of missiles, especiaiiy those capable of
delivering weapons of mass destruction.

These are a few of the most vexing issues we  should
collectively ke seeking action on.

Mr, Chairperson,

We are nalf-way through the period between the 20C0
Review Conference of the Nuclear Kon-Proliferation Treaty and
the 2005 Review Conference. We have concluded TWe
preparatory committee sessions where the outcome was
determined by Y chairperson’s SUMMAary. We have
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deliberated upon many important issues in the first two

sassions and, in accordance with the decision on
“Improving the effectiveness of the strengthened review
process for the NPT”, will at the third, and as
appropriate, fourth session, taking intc account the
deliberations and results of its previous sessions, make
every e=ffort to produce a consansus report containing

recomnendations oo the Review Cornference. This will

demand & concerted effort from all States parties to
produce substantive recommendations in accordance with the
chligations we all agreed to in 2000,

South  Africa, along with 1ts partners in the New Agenda,
will be tabling Lwo resolutions entitled “Towards a
nuclear weapon free world: a new agenda” and “Reductions of
ron-strategic nuclear weapons”., While the gperative
language in the resolution on the “reductions of non-
strategic nuclear weapons” 1s substantively the same as
that in the “Towards a nuclear weapon free wozld: a new
agenda” resolution, the separate resolution is being
prezgented to enhance cur view that the further reducticn of
non-strategic nuclear wespons should be accorded a higher
priority, as an important step ftowards the elimination
of nuclear weapons, and be carrisd out in a comprehensive
manner. As elaborated by the distinguished representative of
Brazil, these rescluticns alsa build con the previous
resglutions and take inte account developments in the
last year. We have been very grateful for the wide support
these resolutions have attracted previcusly snd trust that
we can again count or Member States and civil society to
continue werking with us to achieve a nucilear weapon free
world,

Mr. Chairpersor,

It is with deep disappointment and regret that we see yet
ancther year at the Conference on Disarmament end with no
substantive work being undertaken. Recent developments at the
CD do, hewaver, hold cut the hope that we may have the best
oppertunity so far te overcome the deadlock. In this regard
we commend the work by the group of Five Ambassadors ana
the flexibility shown by Members of the D, particularly
Crhinz and the Russian Federataion, to joln @ Consensus on
the proposal put forward by the Five Ambassadors. South
Africa calls upon those who are gtill considering this
propoesal to recognise that  within  our grasp we have the
most realistic chance for getting down to substantive
negotiation. We would encourage the current and
forthcoming Pres:dents of the CD to vigcrously pursue
their consultations on the Dpasis of this propesal so as to
provide *the foundaticn for the CD to commence substantive
work at the beginning of 1ts 20C4 session,

<0 “he areca of rioclogical weapons, South Afr:ca remains
disappointed that the States parties were unable *c
conclude their work on strengthenirg the implementation of
the Biological Weapons Convention (BTWC). We remain
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ceonvinced that the dangerz of biclogical weapons and
increasing threats will lead wus back to the common
understanding that legal  Tmeasures negeotiated 1in  the
context of the Convention far surpass any ad hoc or non-
birding solutions. While the gubstantive contributien to
international peace and security of the new work that is
being undertaken in terms of the decisicn agreed to at

the BTWC' s Review Conference remains an open questicn, we are
satisfied that +the prccess reflects a commitment to a
multilateral approach,

South Africa welcomes the outcome of the First Review
Cocnference o¢f the Organisation for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons and the high level «¢f commitment
displayed 1in the adoption by the S5States part:ies in  the
Political Declaraticn. We look forward o the meeting of
States parties later this month and the development of a
Plan ef Action on national 1implementation measures as
agreed under Agenda item 7 (¢) (v] of the outcome of the
Review Conference, South Africa will work diligently with all
delegations to ensure that the Plan of Action
identifies the problems and constraints being experienced by
some States parties and offers focused, necessary
“~echnical suppcort and assistance in order for them to
meet the provisions of Article VII of the Convention,

Mr. Chairperson,

The successful conclusicon ©f the recently  held United
Nations First Biennial Meeting of States to consider <he
Implementaticn of  the Programme of Action to  Prevent,
Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and
Light Weapeons in all its aspects is a testimony to  the
commitment by Member States and the non-governmental
community to implement and facilitate the implementation of
the 2001 Programme of Action (PoA). South Africa wishes
to commend the chairperson of the First 3Biennial meeting,
Arrbassador Inoguchi of Japan, for ner dedication and
leaderszhip that greatly contributed to the success of the
meeting.

South Africa welcomes the report of the Group of
Governmental Experts on the tracing of illicit small arms and
light weapons and believes that the General Assembly should
act upon  the recommendation of the Group to laurch
negotiations on an 1lnternational ainstrument toe enakble
States to  identify and trace, in a timely and reliable
mannex, illicit small arms and light weapons. South
Africa recognises and highly appreciates the crucial role
played by the Chairperson of the Group of Sovernmental
Experts, Ambsssador Hakesh Sood of India, in leading the
Group to adopt a consensus report,

The Internationel Action Network on Sfmall Axms has
recently commented that the progress made  towards the
implementation of the Programme of Action can  at best
cnly be described as medestly positive. Against the
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packground of this sobering assessment, South  Africa,
Colombia and capan will again submit a draft reselutlon on
“The I11licit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in all

its aspects”. The resolution will, if adopted,
recognise the outcome of the First Biennial meeting, act
upon  the recommendations of the Greup of Governmental
Expertrs, set the date and venue for the 2006 Review
Conference of the PoA and guice further worx on the
important 1s5sue  of brokering. Through the decisions

proposed in the reseclution we will, under the auspices of the
United Nations, intensify our collective efferts to prevent,
cormbat and eradicate the scourge of 1llicit small arms
and light weapons.

Mr. Chairperson,

South Africa wishes ¢ congratulate Thailand on  their
successful nosting of the Fifth Meeting of States parties to
the Mine Ban Treaty. The outccme ¢f the meeting in Bangkok
has laid a solid foundation for our continued efforts in
ridding the worlid of anti-personnel mines and in preparing
for the important first Review Conference of the Treaty.
South Africa highly appreciates “he generous

and fitting cffer of the Government of Kenys to present
Nairobi a3 the venue for this Review Conference, which was
accepted by the meeting of States parties ia Bangkok. Scouth
Afr:ca welcomes the ncmination of Ambassador Wolfgang
Petritsch of Austria as the President o©f the First Review
Conference and wishes to assure him of South Africa’s full
support ard co-operation in the challenging task that lies
ahead of him.

In Africa major peace initiatives have been launched te
resolve conflict situations. The use of anti-personnel
mines has a depilitating impact con thege socleties, even in
the periods after the conflicts have been resolved. The
segacy that the use of anti-perscnnel mines leaves behind
is & legacy of shame, where innocent woman, children
and other civilians £fall wvictim to these

weapons, even as they try to re-establish their lives. It is
as 1f these innocents are forced to face a second war with
anti-personnel mires, even after the conflict itself has been
re=solved.

The Raview Conference will be held in 2004 during the
period that coincides with the seventh anniversary of the
signing of thisz global norm against anti-personnel mines.
This provides us with the ideal opportunity not only tc
critically evaluate ocur achievements, but also to
intensify our efforts to mobilise resources to clear
mined areas and assist those whoe have become vigtims of
this deadly weapen. Thereby, we will set out an  agenda
that would rapidly lead us to a world free of anti-
personnel mines.
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The decisions of the Second Review Conference of the
Certain Conventional Weapons  Convention (CCW) that
established an intensive prcgramme of work undertaken by the
Group of Governmental Experts, has culminated in a draft
proposal fer a legally binding instrument on explosive
remnants of war. South Africa is disappointed that a
stronger instrument could not be negotiated,

especially with regard te victim assistance. However, we
kelieve that the draft instrument should be fine-tuned at the
final session of the Group of Governmental Experts and
should be adopted as an additional Protocol <te the CCW by
the Meeting of States parties in November 2003.

My delegation has noted the consensus repert of the 2003
Group of Governmental Experts on the continuing operaticen and
further development c¢f the OUnited Nations Register of
Conventional Arms *that met in New York this year. We
note that the moest significant recommendations, from the
perspective ©of the development of the Register, were that
technical adjuztments be made to twe of the seven
Categories of conventicnal arms covered by the Register;
namely, te lower the repecrting threshcld for large-
calibre artillery systems from 100 te 75 millimetres and
that Man-Portable Air-Defence Systems (MANPADS) should ke
included in Category VII entitled “MIssiles and Missile
Launchers” . South Africa strongly supports the
development of the Register and would hope that the
Group’s recommendations will be adepted by consensus.

Mr. Chairperscn,

We have tried beoth in the First Committee and +<he UN
Disarmament Commission to address the convening of a
Fourth Special Session devoted tc¢ Disarmament for the
last few years. This empha=sis by the overwhelming
majority af states reflects the importance that is
attached to this issue. The failure ¢f the cpen-ended
working group to thus far agree on the objectives and

agenda for the special session 1is disappointing. The

entire disarmament, non-proliferation and arms control
scenaric has changed dramatically gince the 197¢
consensus reached at 530D1. These changes need to be
reviewed and taken inte acceount aleng with the

disarmament rmachinery which is now outdated and in
serious neec o¢f an overhaul. South Africa 1is hopeful that
Memper States will, with more effort, manage to narrow
differences and move forward on the cutstanding igsues
that will enable convening SSODIV.

Mr. Chairperson,

South Africa remaing committed to the WOrK of this
Committee and of all other disarmamenrt and non-
proliferation fora, s5¢ as  to achieve the total
elimination of all weapons c¢f mass destruction and their
delivery systems, and ts  limiting the numbers of
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conventional  weapons to the minimum required for self-
defence., While the lack of progress in disarmament is deeply
disappeinting and a matter of serious concern, South

Africa continues tc recognise the critical ZImportance
of the issues we deal with for international peace and
gecurity -- not oniy in our time, but alse for generations
o come, South Africa therefore remains determined to
continue to work, singly cor in co-operation with other like-
minded countries, for <+the achievement of our collective
goals.

Mr. Chairperson, I thank yocu.

TOTAL P.1E2



