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Mr. Chairman,

I have taken the floor to explain India’s voting on three resolutions under Cluster I: L-22, L-23 and L-19/Rev1.

Prior to so doing, I have to seek a clarification from the Chair and, if necessary, through the Chair to the Swedish delegation, concerning the title of the Resolution contained in document L-22. I thought I heard my Swedish colleague introduce the Resolution with the following title: “Toward a nuclear weapons-free world: Accelerating the implementation of nuclear disarmament commitments.” Document L-22, however, only has the phrase “Accelerating the implementation of nuclear disarmament commitments,” which is the sub-title of the Resolution. Today, we have before us the Informal Paper 3 and 3/Rev1 concerning the programme for the business before the First Committee. These two documents state that the Resolution has the title: “A New Agenda: accelerating the implementation of nuclear disarmament commitments.” We do not know where this came from. We do not believe in a new agenda. My delegation rather liked what my Swedish colleague had earlier said. Could you clarify the situation, Mr. Chairman?

[Sweden thereupon clarified that the Indian understanding was the right one, but since the document L-22 had been published in all languages, the Swedish delegation did not insist on bringing out a Rev document containing the words “Toward a nuclear weapon-free world.” It was clear that the use of the words by the secretariat in its information document was incorrect. Following this clarification, we proceeded with the main part of the explanation of vote after the vote.]

Mr. Chairman,

We compliment the co-sponsors of L-22 for having considerably shortened their Resolution and for having removed many of the prescriptive suggestions that were not central to the principal objective of the Resolution, which we share. 

India believes that moves towards the creation of a nuclear weapons-free world has to be grounded on the prevailing consensus, contained in the Programme of Action of First Special Session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament, to which all the then Member States of the United Nations were party. This approach is still not fully reflected in L-22.

Given that the Resolution seeks a nuclear weapons-free world, we would have preferred references in it to no first use of nuclear weapons, as also to reduction of nuclear dangers, including through measures such as de-alert.

We also believe that efforts to create a nuclear weapons-free world will be constrained by the intrinsic inequality and discriminatory framework of obligations enshrined in the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. The need, instead, is to move towards a more durable system of international security, based on the principle of equal and legitimate security for all.

It is for these reasons that the Indian delegation has voted against operative paragraph 2 and abstained on the Resolution as a whole. 
Thank you Mr. Chairman,

