Zuplanation of Voite by Anbagsador fYeshiki MINE on “Follow-up
te the Advisery Opinian of the Intezpational Court ef Justice
on the Legality of the Thrsat or Use of Nuclear Waapons”
(A/C L/B0/ L. 48)

Tuank you, Mr. Chiirmen,

I would like toexplain Japan’s position on the vote on the drafy
resciution <¢ontained in document A!C.l/SG;;.&G.‘antztlsd,
“Follow-up to the Advisory Jrinion of the Internatizpal Zours
of Justice o the Lagality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear

Weapcna. "™

Pirst of all, we highly sppraciate Malaysia’s sincers attitude
and firm commitment zo thagsal of achieving puclear disarmansnt,
which led te the preposing of draft resolution L. 44,

Japan also believes that, becaves of their immense power o
cause destruction and dzath angd injury to human beings, <he use
cf nurclear weapoms 18 clearly cen:rary to the fundamental
humanitarianiasm which informs international law and provides
its philosophical foundation. Therefore, we would like to
stress that nuclear weapons shouls never be used agair, and
centinuous efferts should berade towards achieving a world fres

of nuclear weapcns. .

Howaver, +the advisory opiniorn of the ICT, whish this drafs
resolution addressed, clearly demonstrates the romplexity of
the subjsar.

Japan supports thz uranisous spinien of the judges of the [TJ
cn the exieting chlijatiosns under intarnational law to pursae
nuclear disarmament and %o conclude negotiations on the metter
in gzod faith. Japan Firmly believes that we muzt cake concrets
measures Lo achieve zteady, step-bDy-step progress in nuclear
diaarmament and ncn-preliferaticon
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Ian whis gontext, vwe belisve 11 i3 premature T¢ “cail upon =1l
the states immediately to fulfill thzt abligation by comnencing
mulrilateral negotiatiens leading to am sarly conclusion of a
nuclear weapons conveantion prohibiting the devalepmesnt,
production, testing, deployment, stockpiling, trensfesx,
threst or use of niclezr weapons.”

We bslieve that such steady, lncremantal progress should be made
prior to our embar<ing upan the negeotiations which rasvlution
L.%46 calls ypon a.l states o tommence. This is the reason for
Japen’s abstenticn on this draft resolatien,

Taank you, Mr. Chaizmma=.



