60th Session of the General Assembly

The First Committee

     Explanation of Vote by Indian Delegation
L.4

Resolution “Towards a nuclear-weapon-free world: accelerating the implementation of nuclear disarmament commitments” 

Mr. Chairman,

My delegation has requested the floor to explain its vote on resolution, contained in document L.4, entitled “Towards a nuclear-weapon-free world: accelerating the implementation of nuclear disarmament commitments”. 

Mr. Chairman,

India remains committed to the goal of complete elimination of nuclear weapons. India also shares the view that nuclear disarmament and nuclear non-proliferation are mutually reinforcing. We continue to believe that the best and most effective non-proliferation measure would be a credible time-bound programme for global, non- discriminatory nuclear disarmament. 

Given that the resolution seeks a nuclear-weapon-free world, we would have preferred references in it to no- first-use and non-use of nuclear weapons against non-nuclear-weapon States, as also to reduction of nuclear dangers through de-alerting and other measures as such steps would be important interim measures, which would facilitate the move towards a world free of nuclear weapons. We find, instead, that these and certain other specific proposals contained in the resolution adopted last year are not reflected in the draft resolution now placed before us.

Furthermore, India cannot accept the call to accede to NPT as a non-nuclear-weapon State. Moreover, in urging India to do so “promptly and without conditions”, the draft resolution moves away from the practice of not referring to States not party to a treaty by name. It thus negates customary international law, as enshrined in the Law of Treaties of Vienna, which lays down that no legal obligations can be imposed on a country without its sovereign consent. This is also in marked deviation to the resolution adopted last year, which had removed many of the prescriptive suggestions that were not central to the principal objective of the resolution. Our objections to the final document of the 2000 NPT review Conference are well known. We shall, therefore, be constrained to vote against this resolution.

