Good morning ladies and gentlemen, distinguished delegates of the First Committee and Ambassador CHOI Young-jin.  I wish to thank you very much, Ambassador, for your invitation to my colleague Peter Lucas and I, to address the delegates of the First Committee in this, the 60th year of the United Nations.

It is a great honor for us, and all disarmament NGOs, as we are seeing this as an initial first step to further dialogue and interaction with the delegates of the First Committee on the vital issues of disarmament, the content of your work and the decisions made by this body.  We offer our support to your work, and see interaction and dialogue as mutually beneficial for furthering the goals of disarmament.

My name is Kathleen Sullivan, and as a disarmament educator, I work with the UN here in New York and in Vienna as a consultant writing disarmament curricula; my work with young people, primarily with High School students, involves teaching them about nuclear weapons in particular and practicing with them, critical thinking skills about war and peace in general.  My colleague Peter Lucas from Columbia University will be speaking with you today about disarmament education regarding small arms and light weapons, while I will focus on education about nuclear weapons.

I want to begin by giving a little background to the UN Study.  The UN Expert Group on Disarmament and Non-Proliferation Education, was convened by Ambassador Miguel Marín-Bosch of Mexico was authorised by UN Resolution 55/33E of the General Assembly, in November 2000.  It was really the passion and commitment of Ambassador Marín-Bosch and support of Mexico that initiated the two-year study.  During that time there was a great deal of interaction between the Expert Group, NGOs, educators, as well as members of the UN family of organizations, including the IAEA, CTBTO, UNIDIR, UNESCO, and others, and not least the pivotal role played by the DDA as the Secretariat of the study.

In October 2002, after two years of work by the Experts Group, the report from the Study was launched, and the General Assembly adopted without a vote the 34 recommendations.  Upon the launch of the study, Secretary-General Kofi Annan, stated that:

"Disarmament education seeks to inform and empower citizens to work with their Governments for positive change. I hope that Governments, the United Nations family, … non-governmental organisations and others … will do their part to sustain the process of consultation and co-operation started by the Group of Experts, so that disarmament and non-proliferation education becomes an integral — and natural — part of the education of the next generation." (http://disarmament2.un.org).

Disarmament education gives us that hope, and as member states you play an essential role.  There are many recommendations that are specific to member states and encourage your support in the training of not only the next generation but those diplomats, parliamentarians, peacekeepers and military personnel, who are engaged and alive today.  As the Study indicates there is a need to “expand and improve disarmament and non proliferation education and training in order to promote disarmament and non proliferation” (VIII op.para.43).  That means to incorporate not only education about disarmament, but education for disarmament.  

There are also specific recommendations that member states work with NGOs and civil society, and also provide financial support for disarmament education initiatives.  I am heartened to read in Japan’s Draft Resolution L28 that member states are encouraged to “undertake concrete activities to implement” the recommendations of the Study.  And there have been several states that have contributed reports on disarmament education activities, as well as those states that have collaborated with NGOs to develop new curricula, particularly regarding small arms disarmament.  Meanwhile, the DDA is developing disarmament curricula which will be posted on the UN’s Cyberschoolbus website.

Okay, let’s get down to the nuts and bolts of disarmament education.  I’m a teacher so it’s a natural inclination for me to want to share a lesson with you.  So what I’d like to do now is provide for you, one of the interactive exercises or ‘thought experiments’ that I use in the classroom.  After a short dialogue with the students to lay down the basic facts — such as, which countries have nuclear weapons, and the unique destructive qualities of nuclear weapons including the long term effects of radioactive contamination — I ask my students to engage in an interactive exercise, which I will now demonstrate.

Albert Einstein said, “Imagination is more important that knowledge.”  In this exercise we are going to imagine the firepower of nuclear weapons. Sometimes when we talk about big numbers or unfamiliar concepts, it is hard to understand their significance.  So we are going to use our imagination by listening to two sounds, which will help us understand the firepower of the world’s nuclear arsenal.

Here’s the first sound.  <PING>.  This sound, the sound of one bee-bee dropping into this tin, represents (for the purpose of our sound experiment) the total firepower of all the weapons used in WWII.  Think to yourself what the firepower of World War II really means.  That is all bullets, bombs, grenades and landmines; all the torpedoes and conventional bombs; and the two new, nuclear weapons used on Japan.  <PING>.  That is, 3 megatons
 of TNT represented by the sound of a single bee-bee dropping into the metal tin. Remember (for the purpose of our sound experiment) each bee bee represents the firepower of one WWII.  Now, I would like to ask you to close your eyes, and listen to the sound that represents all the nuclear weapons that exist in the world today, 60 years after Hiroshima and Nagasaki. <SECOND SOUND> followed by a moment of silence.

That sound represents the reality that we all live with.  2,667 WWIIs is equivalent to today’s nuclear arsenal — approximately 31,000 nuclear weapons.  And it is important to know the facts, to ‘combat ignorance, complacency and a culture of violence’ as the Secretary General stated in the forward to the UN Study.

When teaching disarmament education and promoting a culture of peace, we do not leave these young people without hope, or with only the “bad news”.  And much of their hope lies in you who come to the table of this venerable, now 60 year old institution.  My students learn about the NPT, the CTBT and other disarmament related treaties and agreements.  But what strikes many young people who I have come to know, is the meaning of the United Nations as found in the Charter:  to save future generations from the scourge of war.

There are many ways to make the process of disarmament education "integral" to the education of not only young people, but to the whole community of humanity. Teaching people about disarmament and non-proliferation, and letting them know that there is a choice other than violence to resolve conflict, is one step along the path called Permanent Peace. There are other powerful steps that can be taken on behalf of all people and future generations.  The UN Study on Disarmament and Non-Proliferation Education gives hope to the cause.  Let us use the recommendations well.

Thank you.

NB: The below recommendations are excerpted from the Fifty-Seventh session of the General Assembly report on the United Nations study on disarmament and non-proliferation education http://disarmament.un.org/education/study.html. Within the recommendations highlighted below, there are specific roles for Member States, to encourage and indeed facilitate disarmament and non-proliferation education on the level of diplomats, parliamentarians, civil servants and within the capacity of support where States are encouraged to provide financial assistance for NGOs already engaged in disarmament education activities.  It is vitally important for governments to recognize and participate in the roles they have accepted through their tacit approval of the 34 recommendations of the UN Study on disarmament and non-proliferation education.


Member States are encouraged to accord importance to disarmament and non-proliferation education and training in their programmes and policies, consistent with their national legislation and practices, taking into account present and future trends. They are also encouraged to use, designate or establish public advisory bodies, where appropriate, whose responsibilities include advising on disarmament and non-proliferation education and training practices. Member States are encouraged to share their experience in disarmament and non-proliferation education and training with other Member States, international organizations, civil society and the Department for Disarmament Affairs.  Relevant United Nations offices and other international organizations and agencies should prepare, adapt and disseminate a wider range of user-friendly educational material on disarmament and non-proliferation. The current experience in this field should be tapped and existing educational material, including educational modules, resource books, guides and online programmes, should be tailored to the needs of individual countries, specific audiences or the international community at large.  


Member States are encouraged to include parliamentarians and/or non-governmental advisers in delegations to United Nations disarmament related meetings, taking into account national legislation and practices.  


Member States, in cooperation with the United Nations and relevant international organizations, are encouraged to sponsor training, fellowships, and awareness programmes, on as wide a geographical basis as possible, for researchers, engineers, scientists and other academics in areas of particular relevance, but not limited to treaties and agreements on weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery. They are also encouraged to give special emphasis to training customs, licensing and law enforcement officers for the purpose of fulfilling international obligations of Member States in the disarmament and non-proliferation fields.  


The United Nations, relevant international organizations, Member States, and corporate and private donors are encouraged to provide assistance, including funds, educational material and equipment to NGOs in different regions of the world and to universities to establish or expand their disarmament and non-proliferation libraries with free and open public access to their resources. Member States should be encouraged to fund research institutes that focus on disarmament and non-proliferation and offer scholarships for advanced university students to carry out research on disarmament and non-proliferation and its pedagogy. The United Nations should make greater efforts to tap the financial resources of private enterprises in the fields of information and communications technology.


Member States are encouraged to ensure that their military staff colleges include disarmament and non-proliferation elements in their curricula.


Member States are encouraged to designate a focal point for disarmament and non-proliferation education and training and to inform the Department for Disarmament Affairs on steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in the present report.  The Secretary-General is encouraged to prepare a report on a biennial basis reviewing the results of the implementation of the recommendations in this study.  Member States and the Under-Secretary General for Disarmament Affairs are encouraged to include in their remarks to the First Committee of the General Assembly information on the results of the implementation of the recommendations in this study.  In order for the Department for Disarmament Affairs to facilitate the implementation of the recommendations of this study, the General Assembly is encouraged to allocate adequate human and financial resources to the task.

See http://disarmament.un.org/education/study.html for full list of recommendations.

�	 “A ton unit pertaining to nuclear explosions is a unit of energy equal to 1,000,000,000 thermo chemical calories. The kiloton and megaton are a thousand and a million times as large”: 1,000 kilotons equals 1 megaton.  Measures and Units, Final Answers, Michon, G.P. Ph.D. 2000-2005.  Retrieved February 20, 2005: � HYPERLINK "http://home.att.net/~numericana/answer/units.htm" \l "tons"��http://home.att.net/~numericana/answer/units.htm#tons�. 





