PAKISTAN

Explanation of Vote on draft resolution entitled “Nuclear- Weapon –Free Southern Hemisphere and Adjacent Areas” contained in document A/C.1/61/L-20 

Madam Chairperson,


Pakistan has always supported the creation of nuclear-weapon free zones in accordance with arrangements freely arrived at among the states of the regions concerned. 


The call in operative paragraph 5 of the resolution for creation of a NWFZ in South Asia however fails to acknowledge the reality on ground. My delegation would like to recall that Pakistan itself had sought to promote this objective unsuccessfully in the region for 24 years. 


The nuclear explosions in South Asia on 11 and 13 May 1998  disrupted the strategic balance in South Asia which obliged Pakistan to conduct its tests to restore strategic stability. With these explosions,  however, the objective of creating a zone free from nuclear weapons was defeated. 


Therefore, the insertion of South Asia in the resolution runs contrary to the ground realties. Accordingly, my delegation has abstained on OP-5 and on the resolution as a whole and voted against the last 3 words in OP-5.


I thank you Madam Chairperson.

