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Madam Chairpesson,

Today 2s we focus our thoughts on the theme of “nuciear. weapong’, we do so
against 3 grim backdrop of multiple selbacks in recent vears.

The fallure of the 2005 NPT Review Conference to produce a consensus outcomsa
was a huge disappointrrent. Disagreement on a common disarmament and noir-
profiferation anenda at the 2005 World Summit was a missed oppertunity. As if
those were ngt enough, the CD the world’s sole multilateral forum for
disarmament negotiations has for years been unabie to adopt a Programme of
ok, Simifarly, its deliberative counterpart, the Disarmament Commission has
remalned hobbled by the desp divide amang its members, Clearly then, these
are not the bast of times. But can we afford to continue along this path for oo
forg witheut bringing upon maost unsavoury consequences? Logic would point o
the contrary. Soinething cbviously must be done, but such aclions can only fiaw
from the appropriate pofitical wili,

A5 we mark the 10% anniversary of the adopiion of the CTET, we recail how iong
and hard we had worked to put it in place. Yer regrettably to date we do not
nave sufficiert ratifications for its entry nto force, ‘Without this treaty, let me
unequivocally reiterate, the world will be a far less safe place. 5S¢ we weoud
appez! to the remaining 11 Annex 2 States whose ratification 5 essential for such
entry, to do so, socnest. We would urge upon all othars to observe a moratorium
an nuclear testing in the meantime. In this context I wish to add that Bangladesh
authorities have expressed deep concern over the recent testing by the DPRK,
We believe such actions woulc be exacerbating the alreacy tense giobal
situation, and serving no positive purpose. We urge them to return to the talks

instead.

Tt i3 not that our efforts heve always been futile. There have been 0ccasons
when we have discerned glimmers of hoge, ar even brighter prospects. We rave
seen a modicum of achievements in 1995 and in 2060, Thesz must not be

weakened, The price we will pay for reneging on our commitments and
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obligations will be too high, We must build on those successes. We must
implement what we have agreed upon. Particuiar menticn must be made of tha
tnirteen practicat steps adopted by the 2000 Review Conference for the
systematic ang progressive implementation of Article V1 of the NPT,

Also, we are neartened by the modest progress made in regard to the application
of the IAEA safeguards, with seventeen States signing additional protowols zng
eight States signing comprehensive safeguard agreements. There is the ever so
siight shift in focus on substantive work in the CD that occurreg this year that we
encourage. | speak of the work towards an agreed schedule, for the first time in
a decade, with particular efforts to reflect the security concerns of all States. Tke
momentum generated must ba capitalized upon. The CD must resume its
substantive work in fine with the unanimous conclusions of the IC) that there
exists @n obligaticn to pursue in good faith, and bring to 3 conclusion,
negotiations trading to nuclear disarmament in all its aspects under strict and
effactive internaticnal control.

The best methodology to achieve disarmamert and non-proliferation goals is o
strive for them in a multilateral framewcerk, This ¢an be free, or seen to be freg,
of suspicions that oftentimes shroud bilatera’ or even phurilateral approaches.
Meaningfui and effective multilateralism in the disarmament machinery wouid
antail activating two fronts: the CD and the DC. In the CD this could be achieved
through resumption of regotiations on & non-discriminatory, muitilateral and
internationally and effectively verifiable treaty banning the production of fissile
material. We welcome the positve development to this and and the contribution
of major nuciear weapon powers, including tha US. On the DC front we neet to
agree on the agenda of the substantive session, at the same time prepare

ourselves to give a boost to the upcoming 2007 PrepCom.

it is evicent that Nuclear Weapon States have demonstrated littie wili, ¢r
progress, towards disarmament. True some o.d warheads have peen destrayed,
But it appears that this is owed to the aspirations for modernization rather than
the desire to conform to any treaty obligations, Moreover, precision is beirg






