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Madam Chairpesson,

Today 2s we focus our thoughts on the theme of “nuciear. weapong’, we do so
against 3 grim backdrop of multiple selbacks in recent vears.

The fallure of the 2005 NPT Review Conference to produce a consensus outcomsa
was a huge disappointrrent. Disagreement on a common disarmament and noir-
profiferation anenda at the 2005 World Summit was a missed oppertunity. As if
those were ngt enough, the CD the world’s sole multilateral forum for
disarmament negotiations has for years been unabie to adopt a Programme of
ok, Simifarly, its deliberative counterpart, the Disarmament Commission has
remalned hobbled by the desp divide amang its members, Clearly then, these
are not the bast of times. But can we afford to continue along this path for oo
forg witheut bringing upon maost unsavoury consequences? Logic would point o
the contrary. Soinething cbviously must be done, but such aclions can only fiaw
from the appropriate pofitical wili,

A5 we mark the 10% anniversary of the adopiion of the CTET, we recail how iong
and hard we had worked to put it in place. Yer regrettably to date we do not
nave sufficiert ratifications for its entry nto force, ‘Without this treaty, let me
unequivocally reiterate, the world will be a far less safe place. 5S¢ we weoud
appez! to the remaining 11 Annex 2 States whose ratification 5 essential for such
entry, to do so, socnest. We would urge upon all othars to observe a moratorium
an nuclear testing in the meantime. In this context I wish to add that Bangladesh
authorities have expressed deep concern over the recent testing by the DPRK,
We believe such actions woulc be exacerbating the alreacy tense giobal
situation, and serving no positive purpose. We urge them to return to the talks

instead.

Tt i3 not that our efforts heve always been futile. There have been 0ccasons
when we have discerned glimmers of hoge, ar even brighter prospects. We rave
seen a modicum of achievements in 1995 and in 2060, Thesz must not be

weakened, The price we will pay for reneging on our commitments and



Sabf T4 VLAl

obligations will be too high, We must build on those successes. We must
implement what we have agreed upon. Particuiar menticn must be made of tha
tnirteen practicat steps adopted by the 2000 Review Conference for the
systematic ang progressive implementation of Article V1 of the NPT,

Also, we are neartened by the modest progress made in regard to the application
of the IAEA safeguards, with seventeen States signing additional protowols zng
eight States signing comprehensive safeguard agreements. There is the ever so
siight shift in focus on substantive work in the CD that occurreg this year that we
encourage. | speak of the work towards an agreed schedule, for the first time in
a decade, with particular efforts to reflect the security concerns of all States. Tke
momentum generated must ba capitalized upon. The CD must resume its
substantive work in fine with the unanimous conclusions of the IC) that there
exists @n obligaticn to pursue in good faith, and bring to 3 conclusion,
negotiations trading to nuclear disarmament in all its aspects under strict and
effactive internaticnal control.

The best methodology to achieve disarmamert and non-proliferation goals is o
strive for them in a multilateral framewcerk, This ¢an be free, or seen to be freg,
of suspicions that oftentimes shroud bilatera’ or even phurilateral approaches.
Meaningfui and effective multilateralism in the disarmament machinery wouid
antail activating two fronts: the CD and the DC. In the CD this could be achieved
through resumption of regotiations on & non-discriminatory, muitilateral and
internationally and effectively verifiable treaty banning the production of fissile
material. We welcome the positve development to this and and the contribution
of major nuciear weapon powers, including tha US. On the DC front we neet to
agree on the agenda of the substantive session, at the same time prepare

ourselves to give a boost to the upcoming 2007 PrepCom.

it is evicent that Nuclear Weapon States have demonstrated littie wili, ¢r
progress, towards disarmament. True some o.d warheads have peen destrayed,
But it appears that this is owed to the aspirations for modernization rather than
the desire to conform to any treaty obligations, Moreover, precision is beirg
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adced t¢ stockpiles and newer types of weapons are being developed. Nezdless
o say these enhance the propensity for use, and have serious and adverse
destabilzing ramification. There could be “emptation to mduige in surgical
strikers which are prasumed to be without excessive collateral damage. Nuclear
war-fighting with the aim of winning could become a theorstical possibility.
Everything must be done to prevent acquisitica by non-state actors,

[f nuclear weapons acquisition is seen to be a means ta satisfy sacurity needs,
and is parceived to add to political or even military clout, it will become attractive
for those who have the capabilities to acquire the same. In other words if some
Fave such weapons that add to theif power, others will want them also. This is
incentrovertibie logic. For instance if there is presence of such weapons in any
region, others will seek to deter them with similar capabilities. Nuclear
neighbours do not inspire non-violent predilections such as volurtary weapon-
renunciaticns. These are fundamental patterns of human and State behaviour
that have remained constant throughout history. If there are States which
genuinely feel that they need nuclear weapors for enharcement of its sense of
security, we wiil have failed. If there ba {ust one such, soon there will ke
another, and then, yet another. Like fustice should not only be done but aiso
seen to be dene, our regimes must not only ensure that states are secure but
they must also feel that they are secure. Above ail the regimes must be fair, just,
and equitable, and must be parceived to be so. Even in the nuciear age, military
behaviour is no different from the tactical conventional wisdom as in the
Sergeants famous exhortation to his troops: have faith in God my boys but keep

your powder dry !

In the face of these realities, it is with a sense of pride that Bangladesh can point
her own impeccable disarmament and non-proliferation credentiais, We have
consciously, and unconditionally, opted ta remain non-nuclezr. We were the First
Annex-2 nation in South Asia to have signed and ratified the CTBT. We are also
party to NPT and have concluded safeguard aigreements with the TAEA including
the additional protocols. These are we beiieve, adequate testimonies 10 our
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unfiinching and  constitutional “ommitment  towards the  twin goals of
disarmament ang non-proliferation.

We have done so becauce we have concluced that our safety and security lie in
adopting such positions. But our fear is that 1 the current international climale,
all may not see it that way. There may be those who may extrapolate that thair
security is buttressed by their acquisition of nuclear weapons hecause their
perceived sources of threat have them. Our challenge is to persuade them, and
persuace all others, that possession of such weapens of mass destruction can
never enhance safety and security in the fong run, and &l suck tirme we tid gur
worid of these, humanity will remain hostage to their use, or the fear of their
use. Despite the history of setbacks, wz have no option hut to continue our
endeavors to achieve aur aims even though at times they appear unattainable,
As that mighty poet of the Renaissance Dante Afighierf had said, man's reach
shoild excead his grasp, for what else are heavens for.

I thank you Madam Chairperson.



