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Thank you, Madam Chair.

Background to and Preparation Stage of the UNDC 2606 Substantive :Smm

Madam Charr,

2. The UNDC subsmnnve session in 2006 was held against the backd@ \’wzﬂnumg stalemate in
the intemationa! disarmament process, 8s evidenced by the failure of the. 2635 N&’T Rﬁﬂew Corference -
to produce a final document, the failure of the 2005 Vorld Sumymit o :Ihelude disarrnaswnt i1 its ‘
Quteocme Document. and the lack of progress in the Conference on Dmmn The mere fact that the  *. .
UNDC was able to raget in a substantive session after three years of h,atwmbut ba mnsadered a relief, if  © 7
not a cause for ce.ebration. | :

3. The subsantive session meeting in April was the first phase of thetsibiysdricycle of the UNDC %
substariuve session. The agenda items to be discusaed during the three- yiarpeedd; élich were agreed at
te organzational session i December 2003, are 1} recommendationsiforiag

ewving ‘the objectives of -
R T s -
ruciear disarmarnen: and the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, and"Zj actcal confidence-building
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measures in the field of conventional weaporns. That organizationa! meetug:‘ < :to deliberatmns

R

o measures for improving the effectiveness of the Commission’s methodsaiamidc: !
This breakthrough agreement on an agerda came as a lesult of 2 seﬁﬁ-ﬁ@ﬁ" ﬁﬁ:ﬂnal con=.1..ltatmns

conducted by my predecessor, Ambassador Sylvester Rowe.

Bureau and Organizafion

4 Ever after we agreed the agenda, the preparations for the substanm'e-
[ was clected the new Chairman only & mopth before the meeting, and’ &wmﬁlﬂé Euxqau was not elected

vntil 17 Apsil, seven days after the session began

%o«»deal with the two

substantive items or the agsnda  Working Group 1, on nuclear disarmanigr et ',nnmp'r\ohferatlon was

chaired by Mr. Jean-Francis Zinsou of Berin, while Working Group I, fm ‘ ,"‘ ’l-arms, was led by
Mr. Carics Duarte of Brazil. The issue of improvement of working mzthmé!" ;hmdbd at the plenary,
ard Ambassador Sylvester Rowe played the role of cocrdmnator or FWﬂf .thé Chau' which was

mstrsmental in facilitating the process of consensus-building.

¢ The UNDC 2006 established a committee of the whole and two wxm

-

Resull and Evaluation

Madam Chair,

meetings requires the early formation: of a Bureau and workmsz groups o e hawe adeq aate time 10
prepare. In recogniton of this, during our meeting the UNDC reafﬂmm&e nm&;ty of electing the -

Bureau members thres months before the start of its new substantive sessw
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9 Second, we apreed a set of measures W improve the workih:g 1 e Commission
Considering the dampened atmosphere of recent disarmament negouahoﬂgé t
on this 'wsue was no meagre achievement While opinion mtght l:ue
Commission needs to change uts current working methods, there was' bmht#
Council more effective, efficient and relevant serves evervone's interests. l'_' :
of cooperzuion and flexibility ameng Mermber States and hope that such a wm@ _ ﬂ-u

UNDC session and beyond.

10 Taird. on the two substantive agenda items, although neither Workin ed an 1 working
chyto. continue its work
in 2007 and 2008 We could have achieved more, but even modest pmmm t’ms. pmnt is & welcome

development,

paper for future deliberations, | believe that each established a strong basgsom".

%we and ‘constructive

_ mmttee s work on
disarmament, and to the disarmament COMIMUNIty as 4 whole

Thank you
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