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In the name of God, the Compuassionate, the Merciful

Madam Chairperson,

At the outset, I seize this opportunity to congratulate you on your assumption of
the chairmanship of this august body. I am confidsnt that your diplomatic skill is an
important asset for this committee to achieve positive outcomes this year. I would also
like to felicitate the other members of the Bureau for their election.

I would hke to associate my delegation with the statement delivered by the
distinguished representative of Indonesia on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement in this
Committee.

Madam Chairperson,

The continued existence, development of new types and proliferation of Weapons
of Mass Destruction (WMD) remain a real source of concern for the intemational
community. The First Committee, as a main subsidiary body of the General Assembly
dealing with disarmament, bears a solemn responsibility to address these concerns and 1o
continue its efforts to strengthen the global ban against Weapons of Mass Destruction,
especially nuclear weapons and to pursue their total elimination. Universal adherence to
the three major legal instruments banning the Weapons of Mass Destruction, namely
NPT, CWC and BWC should also be pursued as a top priority within world’s
disarmament agenda.

The Islamic Republic of Iran, as the victim of weapons of mass destruction, has a
bitter experience of the most extensive chemical attacks ever occurred on its military and
civilian population resulting in a large number of casualties among them. Since the end of
the imposed war on Iran by the regime of Saddam Hussein, we still witness the daily
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sufferings of thousands of chemical weapons victims across our country. With such & sad
and harsh experience, Iran has a high motivation to pursue the elimination of all weapcns
of mass destruction and regard them as inhumane aad dangerous tools detrimental to all
human communities. As matter of principle, Iran spares no effort for achieving the lofty
goal of a comprehensive WMD disarmament, in particular nuclear disarmament.

We welcome the establishment of the first nuclear-weapon-free zone located
entirely in the northern hemisphere in our immediate nighbourhood, namely Central
Asian Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (CANWFZ). My delegation congratulates five Cent-al
Asia States — Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan — that
signed the treaty creating a nuclear-weapon-free-zore (NWFZ) in the region. This treaty
which forbtds third countries from transporting or storing nuclear weapons or materials
on or through the territory of Central Asia is an important step towards a world free frcm
nuclear weapons. Indeed, the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones is a major step
towards nuclear disarmament.

Notwithstanding this significant event, regrettably after 30 years of the adoption
of the General Assembly resolution, initially proposed by Iran, on the establishment of a
nuclear weapon free zone in the Middle East, no progress has been achieved for its
realization because of the intransigent policy of Isiael. It is worth mentioning that the
only existing obstacle for the establishment of a nuclzar-weapons-free-zone in the Midcle
East is the non-adherence of this regime to the NPT and its continued clandestine
operation of the unsafe-guarded nuclear facilities with the help and technological
assistance from the United States. This regime has paid no attention to the constant
international call in different fora, particularly in th= NPT 2000 Review Conference, in
which 187 countries called upon this regime by name to accede to the NPT immediately
and without any condition. Moreover, the said regime has never been a party to the other
international instruments on Weapons of Mass Destruction, namely CWC, and BWC due
to its biological and chemical weapons programmes. Ironically and indeed ridicutously,
the Isracli regime, a non-member of the NPT, whose nuclear arsenal coupled with its
expansionist and state-terror policies, which is repeatedly recognized as the single most
serious threat to regional peace and security, cries wolf about Iran’s peaceful nuclear
program and has led a campaign of threats, lies, deception and blackmail against Iran.
This indicates that those who are misled and manipulated by this campaign are in fact
serving the interests of the Israch regime.

Madam Chairperson,

The threat posed by the accumulation of estimated 27,000 nuclear weapons, in
nuclear-weapon states, remains a grave worldwide concern. The lack of progress towards
nuclear disarmament and the failure of certain nuclear weapons states to fulfil their
obligations on total elimination of their nuclear arsenals as well as their new military
doctrines based on the threat of use of nuclear weapons continue to be a source of threat
for the international community.






