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Fisslle Material Cuto’f Treaty

Thank you, Madan: Chairman, The United Sfates believas strongiy that eshieving a [egally binding ban
on *he production of fissile materis; for USE N nuclear weapons is @ desirable goal  One way ta
accomptsh this goal would be through the negotiaion at the Confererce on Disarmament in Genevz of 8
tresty banning the production of fissiie materiat for use n nuslear WeADONS O other nuclear explosive
devices. We aim to conclude o Fissfle Material Culiofe Treaty, or FMCT, &5 soor as pessible,

The United Stetes. Madam Chairmran, has given corsiaerable thougnt to waat an FMCT should look like,
ke draft reaty that we nut forward in Geneva on May 18 of this, y@ar -- COpes of which are svailshie at
the *ables by the enirancs -- se's forth the essentials reeded for en FMCT that waLid meet the objective
of ending expeditiously the Froduction of fissile material for uga in nuciear wagsons. The hasc obiigat on
under such a treaty, efective o entry intc force, weould be a ben op the productior of fissiie material for
S8 in nuclear weapang or nther nuelear explosive devices, Slocks of already existng fiss.ie material
wou'd be unzffectzd by the FMCT. The production of fissile material for non.exstozive puraoses, such as
fugl for navai propulsion, alse weuld e ungffected by the freaty,

Madem Chairman, the definitions sei fartr the U.S. draft treety on fissile muteriat” and "production”
represent the outgrowth of ‘he decade-long intemational discussion regarding what an FMCT should
ancampass. We believe that the definitiong set forth in that text are appropriste for the purpases of an
FMCT without 21y provision for verification,

Tre U S drat treaty omits verfication provisions, consistent with the United States positian thar so-cafied
"gifestive verfication" of ar EMCT cannot be achieved. The atility 1o determine compliance with 5 Fugh
ievel of confidence is g requirement for effective verifization, The United States has concludad *hat, sven
with extensiva varification mechanisms and provisions -- so axtengive that they couia cempromese the
core national security interests of key s'gnatories, and so costly that ineny countries would be hesitunt Q
frplerment them «-, we still would rot have high confGence in aur abifity to montor cermpliance vith an
FMCT.

Furtharmare, Madam Chairman, mechanisms ana provisions that provice the acpearance of effective
verification. without supolying the reaiity of effecive verification could be more dgngeruiis than having ro
explicit p-ovisions ‘or verification, Such mechanisms and provisiens could provide a false sense of
security, ancouraging courtiies to assume that, bagause such riechanisms and provisions existed. tare
would e no need for governments themselves - ndividually or collectively - fo be wary and vigitant

sgainst possile viglations,

Madam Chairman, regetisting en internaticnal ban on the future: Froduction of fissile material for riuclea-
weapons will be & difftscit enough task, In and of itself, Avolding time-consuming and, we beleve, futle
efforts to negaitate so-called "effective” verification measures will expedite action by the CO to conciude o
‘cgally binding ba on the production of fissila materials for nucleay weapans or other pucivar explosive
devices. Tha United States nelieves that only by fecusing on reslistic dbiectives can the CD create the
corgiticns necessary for hegoliating an FMCT. The surcesaful negotiation of an FMCT

i the CD wilt ne both a sigaificant eentrioution tc the globsi ron-pre'iferation regime ard an gxample of
iruly effective multilateralism.
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Madam Chairman_ the United Siates Nopes that negotiations in Genasa

sonciuda in the very near fulure. We alse feilerzte our v ew that,

Treaty and the entry into force of sLch & Treaty, i
TOTAOrkIM an the production of fssile rmateriaf for
has maintained since 1988, Thank you, Madam C
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