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Madam Chairperson, let me begin by offering a special and sincere expression of our
gratitude to you personally for your role in making possible these non-governmental
organizations’ presentations today. The World Forum on the Future of Sport Shooting Activities
(WFSA) and its members find it notable and commendable that we and other NGOs will be
heard.

I'am the Executive Secretary for the Americas of tae World Forum on the Future of Sport
Shooting Activities. My European counterpart, Dott. Vito Genco of Italy, sends his regards, as
does the President of the WFSA, Dott. Carlo Peroni, also of Italy.

The WFSA is an ECOSOC NGO with roster status. We have approximately 40 member
associations who represent over 100 million hunters and sport shooters worldwide. Qur
members also represent most of the major firearms and ammunition manufacturers in the world.
Further, Madam Chairperson, the WFSA as parent body since its inception 11 years ago has been
present at every major UN meeting involving the subject of small arms and light weapons, and
some of its individual member organizations have made UN appearances on related matters
going back as far as 25 years. The WFSA proper has had close involvement with meetings on the
UN Firearms Protocol, expert group meetings leading to the 2001 Conference, preparatory
meetings for the 2001 Conference, the Group of Experts on Marking and Tracing, the Open
Ended Working Group on Marking and Tracing, the 2003 and 2005 Biennial Review
Conferences, the preparatory meeting for the 2006 Conference and the 2006 Conference itself,

Before the substance of my presentation I want again to emphasize the uniqueness of our
perspective, and respectfully argue that our particular message deserves close attention.
Although all NGOs are “equal”, as it were, we would assert that through the technical expertise
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of its members (manufacturers and firearms owners), and its record of participation, the WESA
probably has more institutional memeory and perspective on the question of small arms than any
other body. We have not spent eleven years on these issues without learning a thing or two.

Madam Chairperson, the small arms and light weapons matter is not only complex, but it
is, especially in this forum, a unique issue. Both of these conditions flow from the fact that
according to the Swiss Small Arms Survey almost 60% of the small arms in the world are legally
owned by civilians. Let me also add, Madam Chairpersor, that we find this figure to reflect a
commendable reality — these millions of legally-owned firearms are not the problem. They are
used for hunting and wildlife management, for target shooting and other lawful purposes, or
preserved as heritage artefacts. In fact, several studies show that, in the cultures examined,
legally-owned firearms are an immediately available and effective deterrent to crime and

violence.

The history of disarmament, prior to 1995, and properly so, was the history of reducing
weapons stocks held by governments — let me repeat: governments. The 2001 Conference, the
Programme of Action and all of those attendant efforts remain unique in that for the first time in
history it was civilians and not governments that became the targets of the disarmament process.

In a way, this whole course of action had a rather Alice-in-Wonderland quality to it. In
Alice’s world, it was first the verdict, then the trial. In thz world of the 2001 Conference and the
PoA it was to have a disarmament conference but not really to include those whom you wish to
disarm. Nevertheless, through the validity of our case ancl willingness to present only factual
arguments, the hunting, sport shooting and firearms comrmunity has entered the arena and indeed
has been to some extent heard.

We have consistently sought to have the UN focus its efforts by acknowledging the
legitimacy of the civilian ownership of firearms. In his statement to the 2006 Conference, Dott.
Carlo Peroni, President of the WFSA, said this:

The issue of legal civilian firearms possession should only play one role in this
Conference, and that is for this body to acknowledge in its report the undeniabie,
legitimate and rightful role of hunting, spert shooting and lawful civilian firearms
ownership in numerous UN member States,

We would again ask that this UN Conference adopt language reflecting this
reality:

Recognizing that States have developed different cultural and historical
uses for firearms, and that the purgpose of the Programme of Action is not
to discourage or diminish lawful ownership and use recognized by the
Party States.






