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the extent that this universal body can demonstrate, in its deliberations, a substantive and
positive approach to tackling the many challenges of th2 multilateral disarmament realm, it will

provide useful impetus and backing as we carry our work forward in the relevant fora over the
next twelve months.

Thank you.



incoming CD Presidents (Slovakia and South Africa) to identify recommendations that will
enable the Conference to resume substantive and sustained work when it reconvenes in
January.

Among the key pieces of unfinished business o7 the nuciear weapon file is the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). We need to encourage the last ten Annex || states to
sign or ratify the treaty. Canada was pleased to join with other “Friends of the CTBT” hers last
month to focus political attention on the need to put into place this crucial support beam for the
nuclear non-proliferation edifice.

Of course, concern over the state of the nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament
environment is not limited to the diplomats in this hall. The cross-regional NGO grouping, the
Middle Powers Initiative, has recently launched its Articie VI Forum as a means of promoting
greater cooperation between civil society and governments in the pursuit of the NPT goals. The
Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade was pleased to support the
Article VI Forum in Ottawa September 28-29 and we hope that those who participated in it will
have come away with better insights into current problems facing the regime and a renewed
sense of purpose to find practical solutions to them.

Canada continues to play a leading role in the Gilobal Partnership Against the Spread of
Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruction, aimed at =xpediting the fulfilment of disarmament
commitments and preventing the threat of terrorists acquiring weapons of mass destruction. We
recently announced over $150 million in contributions for projects in Russia and other states of
the former Soviet Union.

The First Committee has shown itself capable o considerable reform in recent years
and we look forward to continued progress in this regard. Canada intends to contribute actively
to the structured discussion of key themes such as outer space security, nuclear non-
proliferation and disarmament, conventional arms control and an Arms Trade Treaty, and
verification. We are leading on resolutions devoted to iritiating negotiations at the CD on an
FMCT, and providing for follow-up to the report of the UN Panel of Experts on Verificatior. We
will also work constructively with partners on a range of other issues before the Committee. To



biological weapons is reaffirmed and reinforced. Canada has developed a series of practical
proposals for enhancing the effectiveness and authorily of the BTWC. These have beer set out
in a working paper entitled “An Accountability Framewoark” and cover issues such as annual
meetings, procedures for improved confidence-buiiding measures and organised
implementation support. We have already begun working with other States Parties so that we
can emerge from this Review Conference with tangible: results that strengthen the purposes of
the Treaty.

Looking ahead to 2007, we face additional challenges in the nuclear non-proliferation
and disarmament field, and our work at First Committee can make important contributiors. The
NPT has not come to grips with the challenges posed by the “defection” of North Korea from
the Treaty and continued concerns over Iranian compliance with its obligations pursuant to
IAEA and UN Security Council resolutions. Canada believes the power and authority of the NPT
need to be reinforced in the face of these and other challenges or we risk seeing the non-
proliferation norm undermined and the world slip back into an unregulated competition for
nuclear weapons. Canada has in the past set out several suggestions for a revamped NPT
process that would entail at least annual meetings of an authoritative gathering of States
Parties, and a standing bureau to provide stewardship and continuity. We hope this First
Committee will provide positive direction to this process as we look ahead to the first NPT
meeting of a new review cycle in the spring of 2007.

At the St. Petersburg Summit this July, Canada and our G8 partners dedicated
themselves to the reinvigoration of multilateral disarmament and non-proliferation fora
“beginning with the Conference on Disarmament”. The protracted stalemate in the CD has
prevented it from undertaking the purposeful negotiating work it was set up to do. This year an
innovation, the so-called Six Presidents Initiative, has allowed the Conference to follow a year-
long timetable providing for a focussed discussion on all seven of its substantive agenca items.
However this timetable only allocated one week of discussion per agenda item and made no
differentiation between items like an FMCT, that enjoys wide support and is ripe for negotiation,
and an item such as “Comprehensive Program of Disarmament” with no current proposal for
action. While the solution for the impasse at the CD must emerge from Geneva and not New
York, we hope concerned states will continue to supporl the efforts of the outgoing and



Mme Chair,

Allow me first to congratulate you and the other members of the Bureau on your election
and to express our confidence that, under your leadership, this Committee will have a fruitful
session.

The work of this Committee is of particular significance at this juncture, with the outiook
for muttilateral arms control and disarmament remaining very much an open question. Three
Review Conferences of major treaties or programs were scheduled in 2006; one has taken
place already, while two more will get underway in November. Following the outcomes at the
Nuciear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) Review Conference and the Millenniumn +5 Sumnrnit
outcome document - we need to get back on a positive: track.

The first of the Review Conferences of 20086, relating to the UN Programme of Action on
Small Arms and Light Weapons, took place here in New York in July. Regrettably, States were
unable to agree on an outcome document. Canada was disappointed that agreement could not
be reached on an issue of such great relevance to the membership of this Assembly and on
which there is wide support for many specific objectives. In Canada’s view, the seriousness of
the humanitarian impact of the illicit transfer of small arms and light weapons requires
continued, concerted action by the international community. The resolutions emerging from this
First Committee may provide significant impetus to practical follow-up to combat the illicit trade
in small arms and light weapons in all its aspects.

In five weeks, the Third Review Conference of the Convention on Certain Conventional
Weapons (CCW) will be underway in Geneva. Here again the States Parties to the CCW will
have an opportunity to advance the humanitarian-motivated aims of the Convention and
consolidate its application. The entry into force of Protocol V, covering explosive remnants of
war, will be celebrated at the Review Conference, and recent events only serve to demonstrate
how important it is for these standards to become general practice.

Immediately following the CCW, the Sixth Review Conference of the Biological and
Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC) will be held, also in Geneva. Against the backdrop of

concerns about biological terrorism, it is crucial that the Treaty's core prohibition against
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