Finiand's EU Presidency

General Assembly
Sixty-First Session
First Committee

UNITED NATIONS

Statement on behalf of the European Union

H.E. Mr. Kari Kahiluoto
Ambassador
Permanent Representative of Finland to the Conference on Disarmament

Nuclear Weapons

New York, 10 October 2006

Permanent Mission of Finland to the United Nations
866 United Nations Plaza, Suite 222, New York, N.Y, 10017
tel, +1-712-355-2100, fax +1-212-759-6156 * http:/fwww.finlandun.org



I am speaking on behalf of the European Union. The Acceding Countries Bulgaria
and Romania, the Candidate Countries Turkey, Croatia® and the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia®, the Countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process
and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia,
and the EFTA country Iceland, member of the European Economic Area, as well as
Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova align themselves with this declaration.

1. Last year we expressed our considerabie disappointment at the lack of
non-proliferation and disarmament language in the World Summit
outcome document, The EU also regrets that the last year's Review
Conference of the NPT was unabie to agree on a substantive final
document to address the most pressing challenges to the Treaty.
However we reiterated our support for a universal non-proliferation
regime, supported by a strong systam of international safeguards, and
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). The EU believes the
prevention of nuclear proliferation and the pursuit of nuclear
disarmament in accordance with Article VI of the NPT are essertial for
global peace and security. The NPT is the cornerstone of this regime,
based on three mutually reinforcing pillars:  non-proliferation,
disarmament and the peaceful use of nuclear energy. We believe it is as
important today as it was when first agreed 35 years ago. The EU will
continue to preserve the integrity of the NPT in promoting ali the
objectives laid down in the Treaty ir a structured and balanced manner
as identified and recorded in the EU Common Position that we adopted
prior to the Review Conference on 25 April 2005.

2. The EU continues to support the Decisions and Resolution adopted at
the 1995 NPT Review and Extension Conference and the Final Document
of the 2000 NPT Review Conference, and shall bear in mind the current
situation. We note also that the final report, which includss the
programme of work, adopted by consensus at the 2005 NPT Review
Conference, constitutes a reference for the future review process in
which the EU will engage. The EU stands by its Common Position, agreed
on April 25, 2005, relating to the NPT Review Conference.

We also continue to work towards universal accession to the NPT and call
on those states not yet party to the NPT to join the Treaty as Non
Nuclear Weapon States.

The EU is looking forward to the first Preparatory Committee meeting of
the next NPT Review Conference in 2007, which should take place in
Vienna. We are committed to contributing actively to a successful
outcome of that meeting. In our view, the next NPT review cycle will
have to produce tangible results that build on all three pillars of the NPT
in order to reinforce this regime.

" Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedenia continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Progess,



3. The EU is guided by its commitment to uphold, implement and
strengthen the muitilateral disarmament and non-proliferation treaties
and agreements, Meeting the challenge of proliferation risks constitutes a
key eiement in the EU’s external relations. The EU Strategy against
Proliferation of WMD commits the EU to act with resolve, using all
instruments and policies at its disposal, to prevent, deter, halt and,
where possible, eliminate proliferation programmes of concern world-
wide. We are also committed to implementing our Common Position of
17 November 2003 on the universalisation and reinforcement of
multilateral agreements in the field of weapons of mass destruction and
means of delivery,

4. On this year of the 50th anniversary of the IAEA Statute's approval,
the EU reaffirms its fuli support for the work of this unique and
indispensable organization pursuing the same objectives with us. The
IAEA is the world's focal point for peaceful nuclear co-operation and
nuclear safety and it has an indispensable, global role in preventing the
spread of nuclear weapons and countering new threats of nuclear
terrorism. The three pillars of the IAFA Statute - verification, safety and
technology - have been strengthened where necessary and remain solid
in the face of their respective challenges.

5. The EU considers the universal adoption and implementation of
Comprehensive Safeguards Agreements, and Additional Protocols to
them, a pre-requisite to an effective and credible safeguards system.
Together, the IAEA Comprehensive Safeguards Agreements and the
Additional Protocol constitute the current IAEA verification standard. We
strongly support the strengthening of the IAEA's safeguards system. We
consider adherence to them as an essential means of verifying fulfilment
of states parties obligations under Article III of the NPT.

6. Additional Protocols are in force in all EU Member States since May
2004, We urge all States that have not yet done so, to sign an Additional
Protocol without further delay. And we urge all States that have signed
but not yet brought into force their respective Safeguards Agreements
and Additional Protocols to do so without further delay. We believe that
the universalisation of the Additional Protocols would strengthen the
international non-proliferation regime and would contribute to the
security of all states. In addition, it would greatly increase the confidence
necessary for international cooperation in the exclusively peaceful uses of
nuciear energy.

7. The EU support for the IAEA extends to very practical cooperation,
giving immediate and practical implementation to some elements of the
EU Strategy against the Proliferation of WMD. Through our Joint Action
{under the EU's Common Foreign and Security Policy, CFSP) , we support
IAEA activities in the areas of nuclear security and verification. IAEA
projects supported by the EU aim a: strengthening national legislative






