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Madame Chair,

I wish to congratulate you on your unanimous election as
Chairperson of this committee.

I sincerely appreciate Mr. Nobuaki Tanaka, Under Secretary-
General for Disarmament Affairs, for his comprehensive statement.

My delegation associates itself with the statement made by
Indonesia on behalf of the Non-aligned Movement.

Madame Chair,

The world currently spends approximately $ 850 billion cn
annual military expenditure. The available statistics clearly support
the argument that the resources freed from disarmament or from
military expenditure, would significantly contribute to fulfill the
resource crunch to meet the development needs in many of the
developing countries.

But we are yet to make any progress to release this
“disarmament dividend” to the benefit of much-needed socio-
economic development.

It is a matter of concern that there has been very little
progress on disarmament lately. In 2005 world summit, no
understanding could be reached on disarmament and non-






Nations. Nepal values multilateralism as the sole mechanism for
negotiations in the area of disarmament and non-proliferation that
would lead to a durable peace in the world.

We cannot resolve the nuclear issues and the issues related
to the weapons of mass destruction unless we apply certain ground
rules and principles evolved at the United Nations. While resolving
these standoffs, efforts must be made to respect the principles of
national sovereignty and the mechanism of collective security
within the United Nations. Similarly, the states cannot absolve of
their international obligations to coraply with relevant treaty
regimes for non-proliferation, test ban and peaceful use of nuclear
technology.

Nepal welcomes the establishment of Nuclear Weapons Free
Zones as effective ways towards promoting nuclear disarmamernt
and non-proliferation and supports themn as a means of advancing
the cause of disarmament.

Madame Chair,

As a country which has seen a decade-long conflict until
recently, Nepal supports the non-proliferation and prevention of
illicit trade of small arms and light weapons. Since the adoption of
the Programme of Action to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit
trade in small arms and light weapons in all its aspects in 2001,
there has been little progress in th's aspect. As the review
conference on the control of small weapons and light arms ended
without an agreement, we need to make genuine efforts to revive
this process to discourage illicit small arms trade and to prevent
illicit production, use and stockpiling of the small arms and light
weapons, mainly at the hands of non-state actors.

Nepal is unequivocally opposed to arms race in outer space,
which must remain free of deadly weapcns and must only be used
for peaceful collective human endeavors.

Madame Chair,

The role of regional centers for peace and disarmament is
crucial to galvanizing the pace of disarmament and the process cf
arms control at the regional level. As a host for the United Nations



proliferation issues. This was preceded by a failure at the Review
Conference of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) to agree
on any substantive recommendations. This year, no agreement
could be reached on the review of the control of small arms and
lights weapons. The Conference on Disarmament, one of the main
mechanisms for disarmament negotiations within the United
Nations, has not produced any substantive outcome since 1997.
The Disarmament Commission, the specialized deliberative body
within the United Nations for multilateral disarmament, is also
registering slow progress.

The message is loud and clear. We are not serious for
disarmament. Clearly, we need a greater political will and a
renewed focus to revive genuine negotiations on disarmament
1SSUES.

It has been Nepal's long standing position that there should
be complete disarmament of all weapons of mass destructicon,
including biological, chemical, and radiclogical weapons in a time-
bound manner.

Nuclear, chemical and biological weapons pose the greatest
threat to international peace and security. There is also a potential
danger of weapons of mass destruction falling into the hands of
non-State actors and even terrorists.

In the absence of any global international treaty to prevent
the proliferation of the weapons of mass destruction, we have to
rely on the implementation of relevant Security Council resolutions
to this effect.

My delegation supports the implementation of the Security
Council resolution 1540 for preventing illicit trafficking in nuclear,
chemical or biological weapons, their means of delivery and related
materials.

There is a growing concern over increasing impasse on
nuclear issues involving some aspiring nuclear states. It is more so
because some of them are outside the framework of negotiations in
the United Nations. Nepal strongly believes that all nuclear issues,
including the peaceful use of nuclear technology, must be resolved
through negotiations, preferably within the purview of the United



