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Thark you, Madar1 Chairparson,

My delzgation wiskes 10 congratulate vou on your electian to preside cver the work of
e 2006 First Committee. 1 2lse wish to fully associate myseif with the general dehate
statements  delivered con bekal? of the New Agenda Cozlition, the Non- Aligned
Movemerit and the African Group.

Madam Chairperson,

This mesting of tha First Committee comes at a time wher the internarional disarmament
atid nen-proliferation regime continues o tace a nuraber of chailenges It takes place
against the backdrop of the lack of any svhstantive outcoms at the 2005 Review
Conference of States Parly 1o the Treatv ou the Non-Proliferation of Naclear Weapons
(NPT), as well as 1he inability of Jast year's Genzral Assembly Hich Level Summsit 1o
reach  agreement on  matters relating to nuclear disanpament and puciear noy-
proliferation.  The continued failure of the Conference on Disarmament 1 reach
agreement on a Programnme of Work nnderscores thage chalienges, as dses the decade-
fong delay in the entry into force of the Comprehens've Nuclear-Test-Ban T reaty. The
recent sutcome — or rather the lack of it - of the Conference 1o Review Implernentation of
the N Programme of Action on smal} arrs and Nght weapons mav be added to this
growing list of setbacks.

Furthermere, during the last few vears we have wimaessed an mereasing trend 1o focus
almoer gxclusively on the non-proliferation provisions of the reievant in srnationally
tegally-binding instruments, especially those relatng to weapons of mass Jdestruction
Whilst South Africa remains fully commited 1o the Conunusds review and strengthening
S measures aimed 2t preventing the proJiieration of all weapons of mass dastruction, we
believe that real progress in securing our werld from the threat of these weanons can oaly
e ashiered through concomitant progress in the area of disarmameni.

Madam, Charrperson,

Wiih specific reference 10 nuclear weapons, South Afiica was henoured to preside over
the 50 Regular Session of the (eneral Conference o7 the IAEA in Vieuna lest month,
The 50T Anniversary 1o 2007 of the estabiishiment of the IAFA marks a siznificant noim
in the history of this importent institution.  Scuth Afrjcs remneis lly comimired to i
objectives as set owr in Aicie 11 of the [AEA’s Staturs, with a view ro further the
development and applications of nuclesr technclogy towards peace, healin and
prospenity. My celegation can only encourage the IARA 10 face, with new resc!ve. the
current chellenges facing the muclear disarmament and the nuclear non-proliferation
regime,

Madam Chavpecson,

Az a country that has foregone the nuclear WezpOns opiion, democratic South Afnes has
always beileved that nucleer weapons have ne rele in today's world security order. We
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therefore call on all Parties to the Treaty ¢n the Non-Proliferation of Nuslear Weapons
(NPT te fulfil! and iniplement zach and every obligation under the Trzaty, as the success
of the Treaty depends on the fulfillment of all of s chjectives, Equally important is the
fiil irmpiementation of the decisions and resolution of the 1995 NPT Review and
Extenmon Conference and the practical steps for systemartic and progressive efforts o
achieve auclear disarmament that were agreed tpon at the 2000 NPT Review
Conference. In order for efforts to eliminate nuc'ear weapons proliferation o be
sustainable, equal efforts must be made to eliminate the nuclear weapons themselves.

Madam Chairperson,

There is growing unsase that while demands are beng made for nen-nuciear-weapon
States 1o agree W new measures aimed a non-prol feration, concrete and equivalen
actions towards nuclear disarmament are negiected. Ir this regard, my country views the
tree pulars of the NPT, namely nuciear disarmament, melear non-proliferation and the
peacetul uses of nuclear energy as indispensabls for t1e maimenance of the equilibrium
of the global security 1egime, for without each of these pillars, the treaty weouid not have
come inte being.

South Aftive wishzs o reiterate that it does not stepport unwarmanted rasirictions on the
NPT's guaranteed access te nuclear capabilities for peacetul purposes by States that are
fully compliant with: al their obligations wnder the | reaty. The imposition of additionz!
restrictive measures on some NPT States Parties while allowing others to have access to
these capabilities, can onlv serve to exacerbate existing inequalities that are alresdy
utherent in the NPT and tc undermine one of the central bargains contained in the Treaty.

We are therefore concerned that proposals are being made, not least those reiated to the
use of sensitive material and technologies, which may infringe on the inalierable nght of
all countries o the peaceful uses o° such technoiogies, consistent with their Treaty
abligations. We should guard against the subjective noticn that such sensitive material
and technologies are safe in the hands of some States, but pose 2 risk when others have
access o them, A detenaination as to whether these sensitive material and technologies
are sale in the hands of cermin States can onty be made on the basis of whether they are
indeed 1ntended for use or are alrsady being used m the development of weapans of mass
destruction. In this regerd, the relevant international institutions respensible for verifving
"hat such materials and technolopies are net diverted to nen-peaceful activies, including
the Interngtional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and the Orgenisation for the Prehibition
of Chemical Weapans {OPCW), continue o play a central role in providing the necessary
assurances.

On ancther matter, Madam Chairperson, my delcgation remains concerned al the
continued failure o1 the Conference on Disarmament 13 2gree on a Piogramnme of Work
and 1o commence substantive negotiations on disarmarmr.ent issucs. Nevertheless, we have
been somewhat encouraged by the more constructive and focused deliberations that have
taxen place at the Conference this vear. South Aftica is hanoured to assume the CD
Presidency mn 2007, As the first President for next year's CID session, we will, with ths
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cooperanon and support by all States Pacties, exert all possible eiforns and examine all
Opiions 1o try and resolve the deadiock that bas existed in the Conference for far too fong.
in this regard, 1 may mention that my delegation tntends 1o counduct consultations with
CD Members on the way forward during the margins of this First Committes. In this
cantext, [ can only appeal to delegations 1o show maxinum Hexibility, compromise and
potiical will in order to break the impasse that will allow the Conference on
Disarmament to get back tc work.

Madam: Chairperson,

In the field of effens 1o preveny, combat and eradicate the itlseit trade in srmail arms and
light weapons. South Africa will this year have the responsibility ro introduce, in
consultation with and on behalf of the other two to-ordinators of the annuai tirat
Committee omuibus small arms resolution, namely Colorabia and Japan, that resclution
auring this session. We finnly beliave that we cannot aliow the fact that we were unable
to agree on a final repory at this year's Review Conference o detract from the
unptementation of the UN Frogramme of Action op small arms and light weapons. In
addition, the importance of this resolution as the maig implementation framework for the
Programme of Acton and its follow-up kas not diminished.

Azcordingly, our intention is to reafficmn the unportance of the implementation of the
Pregramme of Action at the rational. regional and giobal levels, as well as the
international instrument w trace Hlicit small arms and light weapons: to express support
for the process on the illicit brokering that will cemmence seon; as well as emphasising
the necessity (o maintain the relevance of the consultative preesss on the implementation
of the Programme of Action, in particular the agreed svstem of the biennial mzetings of
Stares

Madam Chaliperson.

As we appreach the Third Review Conference of the Meeting of High Contracting Parties
e the Ceontzan Conventional Weapons Convention {CCW), we believe thar we need w
take serious stock of our progress since the previcus Review Conference in 2001,
Indeed. we have managed to negotiate and adopt Protocol V on explosive remnants of
war in Nevember 2003, but we have alse noted since then the siow progress on other
COW 1ssues being considered by the Group of Governmental Experts. We trust that the
erthcoming Review Conference will afford the opportumty to achieve substantive
pregress on curstanding issues and stand ready to engaze with other delegations o make
such progress 2 reality.

Regarding the Biowogical Weapons Convention, South Africa belisves tha' the 3ixth
Review Conference, dus to take place laer this year affords States Partiss 1o the
Convention with an oppertunity 1o strergthen this very imporiant dizarmament and non-
proliferation mstrament.  The Conference will presen: the first opportunity Tor Srates
Parties 1o do & thorough review of the Conventicn since 1996, A the international
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secunity enviropment has changed substantially 1n the last decade, South Africa zecords
great importance e the review and the strengthening of the BTW(C.

Madarr Chairperson,

With reference 10 the Chemical Weapons Conventior. (W), South Africe will fater this
menth be hosting 2 seminar for Southem African States Partizs to the CWLL on national
implememation measures under the Convertion, We are orgawsing the seminer in co-
operation with the Sseretariat of the OPCW and with the assistance oF The Netherlands.
The aim of the seminar s to increase awareness of the Chemica: Weapous Convention
ainongst the senior policy makers in States Parties from Southem Africa and o consider a
plan of actjon to harmonise the implementation of the CWC within the SADC sub-region.

We appreciute the difficulties that some possessor States are experiencing with regard to
the destruction programmes of their chemical weapons stockpiies. We, however, urge
them to =nsure that their chemical weapons stockpiles are destreyed within the agreed
time frames and as s00n as possible.

Maddam Chairperson,

Our efforts in the field of disarmamenr and non-proliferation to date appear to have been
less than sterling and surely much more could — and should - be done to ensure a safer
world for all our citizens. We cannot contiaue to conduct “business-as-usual” and temain
eblivious to the faci that our “business” nae virtually cerme @ a standstill.

I we were running a company whose business it was to promote and secure
disarmiament, non-proliferation and amns conwol, 1 am sertain thar warning hghts wouid
already have been flashing brightly for some rime. Our capital 1s dwindling, our shares
are falling and vur shareholders are becoming impatient. But all is not lost if we can see
chaileages in stead of problems and solutions in stead of obstacies. However. if'we are to
remedy the situation we need to act, and we need to aci cuicklv. We must mobilize our
political vapital, intensify our intemational efforts and re-invest in disarmament, non-
profferation and arms control. In this we may succeed if we can show the necessary
flexibality, compromise and poiitical will

I thank you.
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