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Resolution L.19: “Treaty on Southeast Asia Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone”

My delegation has taken the floor to explain its vote on Resolution contained in document L.19 “Treaty on Southeast Asia Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone” India has voted in favour of the draft resolution sponsored by ASEAN. India’s position has been that given the global dimension of nuclear weapons, NWFZs can only be considered an interim measure pending achievement of the goal of universal, verifiable and non-discriminatory nuclear disarmament for which negotiations are long overdue. Within this overall conceptual framework, India respects the sovereign choice of non-nuclear weapon states to establish NWFZs on the basis of arrangements freely arrived at among the States of the region concerned and taking into account the specific characteristics and security considerations as well as the provisions of the First UN General Assembly Session devoted to Disarmament (SSOD-I).  We commend the commitment of the ASEAN countries, with which we have significant and growing interaction, to maintaining their region as a nuclear weapon free zone.  As a responsible nuclear weapon state, India has conveyed an unambiguous assurance that it will respect the status of the South-East Asia Nuclear Weapon Free Zone. 

