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My delegation has taken the floor to explain its vote on the resolutions under Cluster I, on nuclear disarmament, on which we have just taken action in the Committee.

I begin with the resolution contained in document L.2, entitled "The risk of nuclear proliferation in the Middle East." India has abstained on L.2 as a whole, and has voted against its preambular paragraph 6, as it believes that the focus of this resolution should be limited to the region that it intends to address.

India’s position on NPT is well known. The 1969 Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, which codified the prevailing customary international law, provides that States are bound by a treaty based on the principle of free consent. The call to those States remaining outside the NPT to accede to it and to accept IAEA safeguards on all their nuclear activities is at variance with this principle. 

I would now like to turn to the resolution “Prohibition of the dumping of radioactive wastes,” as contained in document L.25, on which India was happy to join in the consensus.

India has been fully supportive of the central objective of this resolution and it was one among the few countries, which have supported the retention of radiological weapons on the agenda of the Conference on Disarmament, as we believe that the international community must remain vigilant to the dangers posed by nuclear or radioactive waste and the possibility of their 
military use.

Operative paragraph 8 of the resolution refers to the Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of Radioactive Waste Management. As a developing country, India places high importance not only on the safety but also on the full utilization of all aspects of the fuel cycle, to derive maximum benefits from it. We consider spent fuel not a waste but a valuable resource, a position that India has been consistently supporting at the IAEA. 

I would like now to turn to the resolution contained in document L.30, entitled "Renewed determination towards the total elimination of nuclear weapons."  The basic intent of the resolution, namely, the total elimination of nuclear weapons, is fully shared by India. We agree that the ultimate objective of States is general and complete disarmament under strict and effective international control, as contained in the Final Document of the First Special Session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament (SSOD-I). We also appreciate the commitment of the Japanese people and government to this goal. We find, however, that the resolution incorporates certain elements that are not acceptable to our delegation, such as the call to join the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons as a non-nuclear weapon State. As a consequence, even while agreeing with the basic objective of the resolution, that is the global elimination of nuclear weapons, we were constrained to vote against the resolution.

Finally, Mr. Chairman, on the resolution contained in document L.40, entitled “Nuclear Disarmament,” India shares the objective of the resolution, which is to totally eliminate nuclear weapons and to create a nuclear weapon-free world. The Non-aligned Movement has accorded the highest priority to this goal, and like Myanmar and the other supporters of this resolution, we remain committed to achieving this goal. This has been reiterated by our Prime Minister in the Indian parliament, where he said that our commitment to work towards universal, non-discriminatory and total elimination of nuclear weapons remains undiminished. 

We have, however, been constrained to abstain on the resolution because of certain references to Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons on which India’s position is well known. 



