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Resolution L.9:
"Towards a nuclear-weapon-free world: accelerating the implementation of nuclear disarmament commitments"

Resolution L.27:
"Nuclear Weapon Free Southern Hemisphere and Adjacent Areas”

My delegation has requested the floor to explain its vote on the resolution contained in document L.9, entitled "Towards a nuclear-weapon-free world: accelerating the implementation of nuclear disarmament commitments."
 
India remains committed to the goal of complete elimination of nuclear weapons. We are equally concerned about the threat to humanity posed by the continued existence of nuclear weapons and their possible use or threat of use. India also shares the view that nuclear disarmament and nuclear non-proliferation are mutually reinforcing. We continue to believe that the best and most effective non-proliferation measure would be a credible time-bound programme for global, verifiable and non-discriminatory nuclear disarmament.

We have voted against the resolution since India cannot accept the call to accede to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons as a non-nuclear-weapon State. Our objections to the final document of the 2000 NPT review Conference are well known. In urging India to accede to NPT, "promptly and without conditions," the draft resolution negates the rules of customary international law, as enshrined in the Law of Treaties of Vienna, which provides that a State’s acceptance, ratification or accession to a treaty is based on the principle of free consent. 

We would also like to explain our vote on the resolution contained in document L.27 entitled "Nuclear Weapon Free Southern Hemisphere and Adjacent Areas.” While recognizing the well-established principle that nuclear weapon free zones must be established on the basis of arrangements freely arrived at among the States of the region concerned, operative paragraph 6 of this resolution does not apply this principle in calling upon States to consider proposals for the establishment of a nuclear weapon free zone in South Asia. This specific proposal has no greater validity than the establishment of nuclear weapon free zones in other parts of the world such as in East Asia, Western Europe or North America. Our delegation, therefore, has abstained on the resolution as a whole, and voted against last three words "and South Asia" of operative paragraph 6, as also the paragraph as a whole. 

