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The Non-proliferation of Weapons of Mass o
Dastruction 2004-04-22

by H.E. Amb, Kim Sam~hoon, Permanant Represantative
at Open Debate of the United Nations Security Council

Mr. President,

| join the previous speakers in thanking you for convening this apen debate
on the noan-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction WMD),

The nexus between terrarism and the proliferation of WMOD has become one
of the most pressing intemational security issues facing the international
comeunity today. The recent revelation of the existence of an extensive
clandestine international networ« for the precurement cf nuclear equipment
and technology and the thriving iHicit trafticking of WMD-reiated materials
through Wis network demonstrate the reai danger of WD falling into he
hands of terrorists. And yet, these emerging threats to the international peace
ang security have not been adequatcly addressed by the existing WD non—
muoliteration regimes.

The Republic of Korea welcomes the initiative of the Security Council as a
milestong in the etforts to close the gap batweean the new cealities of the 21st
century and the exisiing international non- proiiferation regimas. While tuily
supporting the rationale behind the initfative and the thrust ot the draft
resolution, the Repubiic of Korea would fike 1o share some of its observations
in this regard.

we know that, as a2 matter of principle, the normal and the most appropriate
way 10 establizh new nan-proliferation obligations or to supplement the
existing non-peohiferation regimes s to negotiate new treaties or to amond
the exizting treaties within the framework of treaty—specific bodies.
Nevertheless, given the urgency of this dire chalfenge and the amount of time
tor a negotiating process invelving all Member States, it is fittng and timely
far the Security Councl to address important loopholes in the existing non-=
profiteration regimes. We must add, howevar, that the Security Council's
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legisiative authority should be exercised with caution and in excaptional
circumstances.

We believe that the adoplion of a new resolution will bolster and strengthen
the existing export contrel regimes and contribiute to the establishment of a
universal system of export controls governing the iMicit trafficking of sensitive
items and technologiss, We hope that the guidelines and standards being
implemented under the existing export cantrol regimes wil] provide vseful
refarence for the Committee to be established by the resolution in
dischaiging its tiuties.

Sineg the new resciHion would obligate all States to take domestic
measures, including the adoption of national laws, the languane of the
raspibtion must be ¢lear and unambiguous to avoid any misinterpretation or
discraparcy in implementation.

Wa are of the view that the implamentation of the resalution at the national
fevel must be enswied through & monitoring mechanizm. In order to ensure
the effective implementation of the resclation, it iz impodant to avord any
inconsistency betweon the duration of the monitoriag mechanism and the life
of the resclution.

in concluding. Mr. Prosident, tha Republic of Korea assuies vou of its
unwavering support for the efforts ol the Security Counct {0 address the
dangerous linkages between global terrorism gnd the proliteration of WMD.

Thank you.
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