








Mr President,

The situation in the CD has, in my view, reached a breaking point.
Something will have to give. In the improved international environment in
the field of disarmament and arms control that we have witnessed these last
two years, the continued stalemate - or ““ no business as usual” - in the CD is
no longer an option. I thus welcome that the UN Secretary General on 24
September will draw the attention of our political leaders to the dire
situation, but also the great potential, in the CD. Another unproductive CD-
session in 2011 would seriously undermine the chances of this “august
body” retaining its role as the United Nation’s standing forum for
multilateral disarmament negotiations.

That would be very unfortunate. Because the CD remains a great idea, and a
great machine, if it could only be put to its intended use. The diplomatic,
military, legal and technical expertise gathered in this hall is impressive. The
professionalism, hard work and collegiality of CD-diplomats create an
atmosphere where creative solutions can be found to common security
challenges.

Mr President,

Despite 13 unproductive years, these characteristics of the CD remain. It has

been an honour for me to get to know, work with and learn from all of you.
For that I am truly thankful.

I want to thank our Secretary General and the entire secretariat for all your
support. And thanks to the interpreters, who make sense of our sometimes
not so clear interventions.

Finally a special thanks to the civil society representatives on the balcony. I
admire your tenacity and thank you for not yet haven given up on the CD.
And hats off for the brilliant reachingcriticalwill website, which has
facilitated my professional life so much these last 6 years.



