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The Group of 21 expressas its satisfaction that the Conference has adopted
ts Agenda for the 2002 session. This session of the CD cormmences its work against
a backdrop of serious and multi-farious Challenges facing the international
sommunity in the field of disarmament, ron-proliferation in ail ds aspects, and
International security, pafticularly the attempts 10 juslify the perspective of indefinite
pessession of nuclear arsenals, related concepts of nuclear deterrence including a

revised strategic framework and elements aimad to open more scape for possible
use or threal of the use of {orce.

2. The Group stresses that as the single multilateral negotiating forum in
disarmamerd, the CD's programimie of work should be responsive t¢ these challenges
anc e inlerests and priotities of ali its members and the aspirations of the
International community in the field of disarmament, non-proiiferation it ali jts
aspects, and inlernational peace and security. The Group expresses Its concern that
the Conference on Disarmament was unable o undertake substantive work or the
basie of an agresd Programme of Work since 1999, in spite of the demcnstrated
flexibility shown by the Group and the number of formal and informal propesals
mtroduced by some of fts members during their Presidency of the Conference:
namely “Rodriguez Cedeno's Proposal”, "Dembris  Proposal”, and TArmorim's
Proposal’. The Group reaftirms its readiness to participate constructivery in all efforts
a'med at reaching agreement on a Programime of Work which is comprehensive and
reflects the priorities of alt CD Member Stares.

3 In this context, the Group reatfitms its proposals contaned in CDASTO and
CDi1571 on the Programme of Work and a Dratt Decision and Mandale for the
Establishment of an Ad Hoc Committee on Nuclear Disarmament.

4, The Group emphasizes that nuclear disarmament remains the hignest pricrity
for the Conference on Disarmament. it stresses the importance ot the nossibility ot
nuclear war, the thireats 1o humanity derived from the continued existence of nuclear
weapons and the possible use or threat of use of nuclear weapons. It underscores
the nged 1o accomplish the total elmination of nuclear weapons and emphasizes in

this regard, the urgent need to carnmence negotiations without delay.

5. The group is sericusly concerned abowt the lack of progress as expecied
following the unegquivocal undertaking by ruclear-weapon States to accomplish the
total elimination of their nuclear arsenals leading 10 nuciear disarmament. made
during the 2000 NPT Review Conference.



5. The Group has aireaty exprassed. in document CD/1549 of 12 August 1588,
its position with regard tc the establishment of an Ad Hoc Commiltea under agenda
iter 1 entitled "Cessation of the nuclear arms race and nuclear disarmament”, which
shall negotiate on the basis of the report of the Special Coordinator (CL/1 299) and
the mandate contained therein, a non-discriminatory, multilateral, internationally and
effectivaly verifiable trealy banning the production of fissile material for nuclear
weapons of other nuclear explosive devices.

7. The prevention of an arms race in cuter space has assumed greater urgency
because of legitimate concems that existing legal instruments are inadequate to
deter imminent attempts for the further militarization of outer spacs. The possible
consequences of the decision by one of the States Parties to the Treaty on the
{imitation of Anti-Baliistic Missiles (ABM) to withdraw from the Trealy brings new
chalfienges in this issue. in acccrdance with United Nations General Assembly
Resolution 56/23, the Group emphasizes the urgent need for commencement of
substantive wark on the prevention of an arms race in outer space.

8. While various apbroaches exist, the Group exptesses its convicion that
efforts for the conclusion of a universal and legally binding instrument on security
assurances 1o non-nuciear weapon States should be pursued.

g, Having in mird the context of the Conference on Disarmament, the Groun is
deeply concerned about the progressive erosion of muitilateralism and emphasises
the importance of collective intermational efforts to enhance and rmainiain
international paace and security. This can bs best addressed through muhilateraily
negotiated non-discriminatery disarmament and non-proliferation trealiss.

10. The Group hopes that the Conference will commence early substantive work
during the 2002 annual sessicn and, 10 this end, affirms its readiness 1o parlicipate
constructively in all efforts aimed at reaching agreetment on the Programme ot Work.
The Group urges other Groups fo display matching tiexibility and cails upon the
President of the Conference to intensify efforts aimed at finding agreemait 01 &
Programme of Work, so that the substantive work of the Conference can cominence
without delay, in accordance with the Rules of Procedure.



