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Statement by Counsellor, Dr. Marcelo Marcelo Valle Fonrouge, the representative of the
delegation of the Argentine Republic at the plenary meeting of the Conference on
Disarmament on 21 August 2003.

Madame President,

As this is the first time that I have the honour of taking the floor since you assumed the
presidency of the Conference on Disarmament, allow me at the outset to express on behalf of my
delegation our pleasure at seeing you preside over our work. We see in your dedication and
evident enthusiasm a pledge of fruitful work ahead, which will be reflected in the efficient
preparation of the annual report to the General Assembly of the United Nations and also in
surmounting difficulties which will help generate new hope of reaching a consensus formula
enabling us, at an early date, to start work on the substantive issues of this Conference. I may
assure you of the full support of our delegation in working with you in the performance of
this task.

Madame President,

Allow me to join you and Ambassador Carlos Antonio Paranhos, Representative of Brasil,
in expressing our deepest symphaty and condolences to the Family of Sergio Vieira de Melo, UN
Special Representative to Irak.

On behalf of the Argentine people and Government, I would like to express our deep
shock and grief at this tragic event that caused harmful lost of human lives and suffering to the
members of the United Nations Organization in Bagdad.

We reiterate our deepest condemnation and our utter repudiation of any form of terrorism.
Madame President,

As you well know, the process of reviewing the United Nations Register of Conventional
Arms, as mandated by resolution 57/75, was completed on 1 August this year under the
presidency of Argentina with a unanimous decision in favour of extending the scope of weapons
categories III and VII.

L In category II1, under large calibre artillery systems, the reporting threshold has been
lowered from 100 mm to 75 mm, thus covering the 81 mm and 82 mm mortars used in recent
conflicts, in particular in Africa.

Category VII (missiles and missile launchers) has been extended to include man-portable
air-defence systems, in response to the technological advances in missile systems with a range
below 25 km.

Also in this category, there was discussion of the idea of reducing the calibre of munitions
covered by this category to 35 mm. This led to an analysis of transparency measures relating to
small arms and light weapons and appreciation was noted for the extensive efforts made in this



