
arca atthe global" regional and subregional levels and approval expressed, in particular, for tle
Programme ofAction to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in SmallArms and Light
Weapons in All Its Aspects.

11. In the Register's other categories, views were expressed regarding the technological
changes that have taken place in arms systems.

In category I, relating to battle tanks, the current definition was considered zufficiently
broad to cover the parallel trends in technology in this area, towards, on the one hand, builtling
heavier battle tanks equipped with larger calibre weapons and, on tle other, producing lighter
tanks, although with a weight not less than 16.5 tons.

Under category II (armoured combat vehicles), amendments to the definition were
considered, taking into account reconnaissance and electronic warfare capacities as well as otler
functions zuch as armoured rescue vehicles and light tanks.

Under category IV (combat aircraft), discussions centred on technical adjustments, taking
into account force multipters, troop command posts and force projection mea$.lres, such as
i"-flight refuelling and aircraft design for the tranqport of troops and airdrop supply missions.

The Group also considered whether tle definition ofthis category covered military aircraft
carrying out specialized electronic warfare missions, the destruction of ground-to-air defence
posts and reconnaissance flights. The same aspects were also considered under category V.

Under category V (attack helicopters), as with category IV, the Group considered the
implications oftechnical adjustments which could necessitate a change to the title ofthe category
to take account of combat zupport systems such as, for example, target acquisition (including in
anti-submarine warfare), communications, troop command posts, minsJaying or the tranqport of
troops.

Category VI (warships): discussions focused on the possibility oflowering tle tonnage of
surface craft from 750 to 400 tons; the imFlications of a possible reduction in tonnage to
150 tons, which would cover a wide range ofvessels, in particular, mins-lays1s;lowering the
tonnage of zubmarines to 50 tons and stipulations relating to the range of missiles and torpedoes.

m. Where the operation ofthe Register was concerned, recommendations were adopted to
the effect that efforts should continue to meet the needs of a large number of States and to
reqpond to technological changes that had taken place in arms systems over the 10 years ofthe
Register's operation, since its creation n 1992.

The Group stressed the importance of increasing the number ofnational reports that were
submitted, in order to enzure that the Register remained up to date and had at its diqposal a
reliable base for the comparison of data, so that trends over the intervening period could be
analysed. States were invited to provide information on their procurement through national
production and their existing military holdings.



(Tr ans I at e d fr om Sp ani s h)

Statement by Counsellor, Dr. Marcelo Marcelo Valle Fonrougeo the representative of the
delegation of the Argentine Republic at the plenary meeting of the Conference on

I)isarmament on 21 August 2003.

Madame President,

As this is the first time that I have tle honour oftaking the floor since you assumed the
presidency of the Conference on Disarmament, allow me at the outset to e4press on behalf of my
delegation our pleasure at seeing you preside over our work. We see in your dedication and
evident entlusiasm a pledge of fruitfirl work ahead, raihich will be reflected in the efficient
preparation of the annual report to the General Assembly of the United Nations and also in
surmounting diffioulties whioh will help generate new hope of reaching a consensus formula
enabling us, at an early date, to start work on the substantive issues ofthis Conference. I may
as$ue you ofthe full zupport of our delegation in working with you in the performance of
this task.

Madame hesident,

Allow me to join you and Ambassador Carlos Antonio Paranhos, Representative of Brasil
in expressing our deepest rymphaty and condolences to the Family of Sergio Vieira de Melo, UN
Special Representative to kak.

On behalf of the Argentine people and Government, I would like to ex?ress our deep
shock and grief at this tragic event that caused harmfirl lost ofhuman lives and suffering to the
members ofthe United Nations Organization in Bagdad.

We reiterate our deepest condemnation and our utter repudiation of any form ofterrorism

Madame President,

As you well know, the process of reviewing the United Nations Register of Conventional
Anns, as mandated by resolution 57175, was completed on I August this year under the
presidency of Argentina with a unanimous decision in favour of extending the scope ofweapons
categories III and VII.

L In category III, under large calibre artillery systems, the reporting threshold has been
lowered from 100 mm to 75 mm, thus covering the 81 mm and 82 mm mortars used in recent
conflicts, in particular in Africa.

Category VII (missiles and missile launchers) has been extended to include man-portable
air-defence systems, in response to the technological advances in missile systems with a range
below 25 km.

Also in this category, there was discussion ofthe idea of reducing the calibre of munitions
covered by this category to 35 mm This led to an analysis oftransparency measures relating to
small arms and light weapons and appreciation was noted for the extensive efforts made in this


