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Mr, President,

Intepdwetion

I am privileped 1o address the Conference on Disanmament, the sole multilateral
negotiating forum on disarmament, Over the years, this forum has not anly proven
cifective and relevant in the ficld of amms comrol and nuclear disarmarment, but hias
immensely contributed to the plobal peace and security, Itis our hope that we will be
able Lo renew meaningtul progress in the work of the Conlerence and build upen the
solid uchicvements of the past,

Mr. President

L4

Bangladesh’s support for peneral and complete disarmacent is wial and unswerving.
135 o constitutional commitment. We are parly 1o almaost all disarmament related
lreatics including the NI'T, CTBT, CWC, COW, APMT and the BWC, We atiach
great importance o the strict adherence, non-discriminatory enforcement angd
verification of their respective goals. We shall continue w contribate to all
endeavours leading to pencral and complete disarmament, partial or otheraize.

Nuclear Bisarmament

(¥

6.

Nuclear weapons censtitute the single most dangerous threat W mankind.  For the
past three and a half decades, the Nuclear Non-proliferation 'Iveaty has heen the most
importanl and widely accepled instrument for preventing the spread of nuclear anims.
Today, 1is [nced with serious challenges that can unravel the whole process.

As a Stale Pacty 1o the NPT, Bangladesh has conscloasly miven up its option to go
nuclear. Furthermors, i0is a measure of some ipporiance thet we are the Tiest country
in Boulh Asia o sign the CUTRT. These steps are tangible estimony aour
eonstitutional commitiment towarnds peneral snd complele disarmament.

Iy oour owent region, we welcome the resmuption of dialogue hetwesn aur two oo lesr
ncighbours, Their Fee-0fThad dire spillover implications o all countries in the suh-
continent wha had o leeitimate concern ty end @ 1 is our sineere hope that they will
move 1dvards strengthening measures for durable peace in South Asia.

We welcomed the entey iato force in Juns last year of the Strategic Offensive
Reduction Treaty between the Russian Federation and the United Swates. Although
this treaty does not fully compensate for the abrogation of the ABM wreaty, it 1s an
impmtant development in nuclear disammament. We continue 1o hold that it is only
the total elimination of nuclear weapons that can provide absolule guaranice against
the use or threat of use of nuclaar weapons.
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Fissile Material Cut-Off Treaty

7.

The 1593 NPT Review Canference had called for an early sommencement and
cenclusion of negatiations on FMCT which constitutes an jmportant step torward in
the non-proliferation context. Banpladesh supports the negotiating mandate for 4 non-
discriminatory, multilateral and international and effectively veritiahle treaty banning
the produstion of fissife material for nuclear weapons and other explosive devises.
Negetiations should extend to existing stockpiles without which any such treary will
e incomplets,

We helieve, It 1s vilally important to address the undertakings avreed at the 2000 NET
Review Conterenc: lor effective implementarion of the NP In this contest, Nuclear
Weapon States have special responsibilitias ro shovlder, We are disappointed that
very little progress has been achieved towards the climination of nuclear armament
despite the unequivocal undertaking given by the nuctewr weapon States al the 2{H10)
Keview Conference.

Lack of progress in the {ull unplementation of the 13 pracrical steps identilied by the
2000 Review Conlorence has also been disheartening. We would bike all State parties
to the NFT o reallinm their full commitoment 1o that Programme of Action and 1o
make genuine eftort for s inplementation. Together, wi must pursug in eamest, the
all-impartant gnal of gencral and complete nuclear disacmament under strict and
effeclive inlernational contral as required by Article VI of the NPT,

Muclear Weapom Free Zones

10, Bangladesh stranghy supparts regional approaches w0 nuclear disarmament including

establishment of Nuclear Weapan Free Zone in South Asia, in the Middle East and in
other parts of the world. We believe, this will greatly contribute to regional
confidence building measures and reduce threat to the security of non-nuclear
WEADOILE STAES,

Negutive Security Assuranee

L1 We are deeply concerned al the changes in nuclear policy of certain nuclear weapon

Counlries o gase oud of their commiiment not to use o threaten e use nuelcar
Weapolls apainst non-nuclear weapons states, The unilateral pledpe of Nuclear
Weapons States, realtirmed by Security Council resohution 984 (1995 has been an
important element for states 10 forgo the nuclear eption, therebhy contributing
positively towards elimination of nuclear weapons, Non-nuclear stale partics to the
NP have alepitimate right to receive an unconditional assirance from the Nuclear
weapons states that they will not use or threaten to use nuclear weapony against themn,
It is, therefore, critically important that renewed and visorous etforts are taken on a
priority basts o conclude a universal, vnconditional and legally bindbig instrument (o
provide seeurily assurances o Non-nuclear weapons states. This we belisve would
seeurcly anchor the non-prolileration regime,

Page2nfd



Frevention of an Arms race in the Owter Space

12,

Outer space is the common hetitage of humankind, 1t i the desire of the global
community that onter space be explored only for peacefinl purposes and for the
willare and benefit of humankind, Militarization of outer space could lead w0 an ams
race which, we believe, would be detrimental 1o global peace and stability, The onus
lies on countrivs that have the capability to reach outer space to ensure that auter
space is used exclusively for paaceli) pumioses,

- Wo arc convinced that prevention of an arns race in the outer space is rassible only

through a legally binding inlernational instrument. We hope ihere will be an earl ¥
commeanegient of negotiations, fur an international fegally hinding treaty (o Prevent
deployment of anms in outer space.

(3ttawa Convention

L1

This year marks the fitflh anniversary of the entey into foree of the Ottawa Convention
banning use of anti-personncl fandmines. Bangladesh is the only country in South
Asta which is party to the Convention, For us, this constitotes vet another hold step as
none of cur neighbours have joined the Convention, This accords with our
bumanitarian commitment to climinate suffering caused by anti-personnel Jand minces.
Wo remain fully committed to the core humanitarian objectives of the Convention.
W will be starting the destruction of existing stockpiles of landmines in our country
viry seon and hope to complete the process ol destruction of sivckpile before our
deadline ot March 2005.

. Lniversalization of the Convention remains a major chablenge for the global

community. "Fhere are some cncouraging signs. It is heartening o nate that 147
countrees have joincd the Convention, We believe the suffering caused by the ani-
personnel mine should be the single most compelling reason to encourage the
remainping few to join the Convention, We appeal to them o do so.

Smalk Arms and Light Weapoas

16

Small wrms and tight weapons cause massive humanitarian suffering all around the
world, iz catimated that maore {han 30€.0H} people die cach year from wounds
cansed by light fircarms, malking it one of the most deadly kilters prevalent woday, GO
them, 90% are civilians, and 50% are children while 30% ase women, There sre more
weapons in the hands of civilians than those of legitimate armed forees. Moreover,
the easy availability of liplt weapons makes it casy to sive them lo children, therehy
agaravating the incidence of child soldiers,

. The focus should be on Sliminating illicit trafficking of small arms and light weapons

through eflcetive implementation of the Programme of Action deavn up in 2007, The
First Biennial meeting to consider the implementation of the Prooramme of Action 1o
prevent, combat and eradicate illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in July
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2003 provided an opporiunity to build an cffective international and regioaal
purtnurship ta deal with the problem. We believe that it is only thraugh greater
political commitment and closer cooperation, repionally as well as internationally,
that this problem can be addressed effectively. "The momentum gained in 203 gt
he maintained.

Dvisurmmament and Develapment

8. Far us development is o privrity. {tis ous strong conviction that the Milleonium
Pevelopment Groals (MDGs) can best be achieved through reduction of military
expenditire and diversion of resources 1o poverty eradication and sustained
confidence building measures through international political cooperation. Renewed
effort is needed fo reverse the trend of incrcasing military expenditure by major
military powers. Such military expenditure over the last few years Las crossed the S
R billion mark globally in current dolier erms. But we cannot say i1 such increased
arms huild up and increased mililary expendiiure has made the world any safer. On
the nther hand. cven il small pan ot the hupe military expenditure is diverted o the
social and economiz developiment we can free the woerld population from scanrpe ol
poverly and make it a safer place 1o lve. The linkage berween peace dividend and
etobal fuml [or poverty eradication should be seriously pursued.

Stalemute in the 1)

19, Bangladesh is deeply converned over the continued impasse in the Confurence on
Disarmament. The work of the Conference has remained stalled for a number of
yedars. Such an npasse plves rise Lo speculations ahout its effectivencss and
relevance, We musl act now 1o prevent such erosion. We must rise above our
inclividual interest lor the collective safety and secunity of humankind. Tt would he
unfortunate if we do not make genuine etiorts 1o put the €D back on tracks.

Programme of Work

20, The Conlerence has belore it the propesal of the five distingeished past prostdents of
the CI1) The AJ proposal, as it has come to be popularly known, represents 2 cross-
resional indtialive for a Programme of Work for the O The propasal does not
fecessarily meet all expectations. But we must not forego the “good™ in scarch of the
“hast”. This may never happen. In our view, the propasal seems balanced and a pood
basis for reaching a consensus, '

Corclusion

21, The C1Y is under close serutiny of the international community. It must live upto its
expeetation. Lot us give it chanee o be relevant throuph conerere actions. We must
foree ogether o collestive political resolve 1o maks the waorld 2 mare peaceful, secure

and sater place to Hve,

[ thank you Mr. President.
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