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Mr. Pr~"ident, 

Introductiun 

I , I ~m pri> ikg~d 10 aJJress th~ C oIlkf~n~" {)n Disanllamem, The ,;ole mulli laleral 
negotiating fe-nlln (m Jisarmam~llt. Ovcr th~ )-ca", this forum ha, not 0,,1), pr""~n 
c'[[ective and relevant in rhe licltl "hum., eQtllwl and nuckar Ji,armamellt, but h,,, 
Immensel), contributed 10 the global pn,~e ilnd s~curit}. It" our hore thatwc will he 

"ble 10 renew meaningful pro~rc" ill th~ \">rk ortlle C(mll'rence and build uP"" the 
>Olld "chicHm~nt<; of the r"st. 

Mr. Pre"id~nt 

l-lan~lade511'S SuPp{)[1 [{)[ general anJ cnmplete di"lrma,n~ul i, 10t,,1 and i)t\'II'(;[ving 
II is" c,'nslitutlOtlal comn)l!rnCIlI. \Y,' an: pari)' 10 almost all d"""naJll~JlI related 
Ireatk, iilcluJ in,' the J\PT, CTDT. C\,,-C. CC W, Al'o.-1'I and The R WC We attach 
g,eat imp(jft"n"e (() the ,Irin adh~rcncc, n0n-di'~fLminator~ enforcemem aJld 
,erificnl101l of til~ir r~'recliw g<'"h We shall ((lIl( Lnue I{) c.ontribute to all 
endeQ"oW',; leading to gGflcral "nJ c()mrlet~ Jisarm~ment, parlial or other'Ni ,e, 

Nud~ar Dis~mlamcnt 

3, :--'-llciear weapons comtirute the ,'ingl" mO,T dnngcrom, threat 10 mankind For th~ 

past lhree and a half decade" the Nucl~nr 1\ Oil 'prol ifi:rati{jf' 'I ,,;at) has he~J1 lh~ ""'''1 

importanl and", iclely accepled imtrument for prnenting the 'rl'~ad of m,c kat ann,. 
T oJ"y, i( i, [aced\> ilh ,niou, challenges that can unravel the ", hr>le proccs< 

-1, Ao ,\ Stdle Pilrty 10 (ile NPT, Dlln)!llldc," ha, wn,~,ull,l} given up its option to 1:>0 
nudear, Fm1h~t'll1or", il is a m~ilsure Qfsomc illlp(lrld"~~ Ihat W~ "r~ tl,e llr,tl'ounlry 

in South A"ia to '<Jgn the CTJ-l r, The,,~ ;tep, are tMl~"ibk k'>lilllOIl) lu {)ur 
Wn llilulioJlal ('"nUll itm~l1( 10\\ anl.1 geJl~ml and ~()mpkk <lisaJ mament 

5, In Our own rcgioll. ",c "Cic<lIl1C lilc rcsumption oj" dial()gll,· he(wan ollr t \>" nllc·l~ar 
n~ighh()UTS. j Ioe ir r,,~~-ofr had dir~ spillow, implicali!'n' fOJ all cOUnlfil" in lile <1111-

~()l\linent who had" kgilimalc COnCern Ll end ii, It i, OUT .\in~~r~ h"p~ lilat they \\ill 
move towards \lr~ngllocning measures fol' dumbic peac~ in South A,in. 

(" '-th wcl~()mcd (f,e entry LillO force in June l"styeul' of the ~Irategic Offensive 

Reduction Treaty betv.-een the Ru"ial1 Federation and the United Slak" Although 
this trealy dQe, not fully cr>mpell,ate for the abrogation o[ the ABM Irc'Hy, it ",," 
Imp",unt de\'elol'men! in nudear ui,arrn"mcnL \\-"c conlinu~ tv hold that it I, onl) 
the toml el i m in"tion of nucle"f weapon, that can pm\' ide ab,ollll~ gllM dntcc o~.alll ot 
the usc or threat of use r>f nuc le,,-, wearn"" 
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Fissile Material Cui-Off Tre"-t)' 

7_ I'he I ')95 NPT R~, iew C ollt\;rcn~e had called for nn early C()lllmenC~mC!ll dJHJ 
conclu,i(\" (\fn~g(1liaLi()Jl'> on I'MCT whi~h con.,titute, an impol1ant 't~r lorward in 

th~ non-pro I i f"r~tion c<mkXL Hangladc,h SlIPPOlts the negotiating mandate for" nun­
di,criminatory, multilat~",1 and internatiunal ami effectively \ e, ;tinbk treat) ba'ulLn~ 
the pwdlL<'llUn uf fi,,; Ie matcri~l f"r n"clear wea~um and (}[her e"'l'lm;"~ dc, i,e, 
l\e~utialion, ,hould extend t(\ existing ,lxkpi]es wnlwul which an) ,ueh neill} ",ill 
b~ IIlcom~kl~, 

X, \"/ e helicve, II i, ,ilally im ronant tn ad(ircss th~ lIndel1ak ing, agreed al [he 2000 N PT 
I{c\'i~", C"ntercnc~ lor dkeli ,e implemental;OIl oflhe N I'T In tl,is c0nl~xl, l\ ucl ear 
Weapon Slales ho\'c ,p<:~lal r~sponsibilitie, TO slwuldcr, W~ arc dj:;app"inl~tllhat 
\'cry liUk progn;" hd' bo~n acilie\ed tnwnrris (he climinauon 01 nudl'dr armament 
Je'pilc lhe uncquivoc"l und~rlaking gi\en by 'hc nuclear w~arOtl StJtc, al Ihe 200(] 
lk\i~", Cotlkrcn~", 

9, Lac!. ofprogre,", ;Illhc jill! unpkmcnlalion of the 1, rracncul steps iJenlifkd hy the 
)000 Rcvi~w Conr~ren~e has nlso bcen ell,hcarlening We would like oIl Slate partie, 
til the NPT W rcnflirm lh~ir fu II COIllIll <tmcn( 10 lhal P"'b'Tarnme of Actinn a'Hi !(\ 
make genll;n" eflllet for irs in,pkm~nl"tion_ TogeTher, "c rnLl,l pursue in earne_,t, th" 
all-important goal 0/ gCl\~ml arrd ~"mrlcte nuclear disMmarn~nl llnder s(rict and 
eff"ctive intemarioml control a' required by Artid~ VI (lUlle \lrT. 

I\uclcar Wcapou Free Zones 

10, Bangladesh ,trongly _,uppon, reginnal al'prc,ach~s 1" nuclear Uloatmalllenllllclllding 
eslablishment "f Nucle~ .. Weapon Free / (\nc in Soulh A ,ia, in th~ \-1 iddle 1-:" ,t and in 
olh~, part, ()[ the ""rilL \V e believe, thi, "ill greatly contribute to r-:ogional 
e(}nfiel''llcG building measures and reduce threat to the ,,,cmily of non-nlLcl~ar 
weapons Slates, 

Negative SeLurit} Assurance 

II, \\'~ arC ,kcpl}' ,-uncerned al lh~ ~h,mg", In m!dcar p"licy u[ ~crlain nudl'~r "eap"n 
co""lric, 10 ease ou( orlh~Lr CC)rnrnil1ncn! nut to '''~ Or lhreaten 10 "". n"d,,,'r 
wcapons a_gain,! [ion-nnclear \\ eil pOllS swes. Tile Ilnilateral pledg~ of NlJcI~ar 
\\' capons Stntes, rcaltirmed Il} Securit), C Ollneil f~soln!ion 984 (I 'J9 5) has heen an 
importanl element for staks to forgo the nu~k"r ('ption. thereby contrihuling 
po,nivcly to'Wnrds elimination ofnudear "eaponl. l\on-llucle;Jf Sla(e rmli~, to the 
Nl'r na'e alegitiolil!e ri;:hl [0 r~~eivc an un~(lnditiom\1 aSSltmn~e "'om lite Nuclear 
II'capon, states lhat lhey "illllQt use or threalen to use nuclear weapon< agui",l them. 
It i;, lhcrdort, crltically imp0l'tallt (hat rene"'ed and vigorous elfort, ur~ tuk~n on a 
priorily bH,i, 10 condudc ~ \lni\'ers~l, uncollditlOnal and lcgally binding instrum~nt ((\ 

provilk ,e~uril~ H"UmnC~' t" Non-nllck~r weapons 'tal~" TIll, WC bcli~ve would 
,c~lLrdy ,mel,or tl,c HOll-pI01;temtlon regime, 
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Prevcntion of an ArlUS race in thc Outel" SI.aoe 

12, Ouler space i, (lic COrnrn(m heritage of humankind, ]( i, the Je,il'C 0fth.e glohal 
wmmun;ly tl,at Olller spa~~ be explor~d only for peaceful pUrpo,e, <lnd [or the 
"dian; and benefit ()f hUlllank inJ, Mllil"rwtlion of outer space could icod lu an amlS 
race "lli~h, We bel ieve, would bc dc(]'im~ntol to global pe~ce ~lId 'tahi IiI), nLC onus 
lie.' ('n CQllntric, that have the car~bilily te> I'~ach oulcr wace te' en\Ur~ that (lutcr 
'p"ce i, "s~d c"clu,ively fnr reacc1iJl plIlr,'SG,. 

I, V,'c arc ('(,,,,inced Ih~t prc,enlion of an arllll ra~e in the ouler space i, po<sLblc only 
Through" kg"ll), hi[lliing inl~mational i"'!rumen!. \\,~ ilop~ (hnc "ill he all early 
c~mmenCCIllCnl (,fncgorwtiom, fur an intermtim1al legally hilldlllg tr~Hly 10 pre\'ent 
depl"ymc"! 01 arm, irr outer \pa~". 

Oltawn CouH'nilon 

11. I hI< year mork> th" filth anJll"~r\ar)' uf Ihe ,nlry inlo fnr~e oftll~ OHm", Convc'ntLon 
banning u'e ofumi-pns""I1c1iandmine,_ Bangladesh j, the (ml)- country in South 
l\,i" which i, rarT)' to tli~ (\)"ventinn, For II,. this conslitnte, yet JHotkr bold st~p~' 
norr~ of our neighh()Urs hnve join~J the COllvcntwn, Tlli, accord, wlIh om 
hllm"nitarian comm il",ent to dimina!~ ,ufferi np, Calbe" by ant'L -per<on ncl I ~lId m;lle" 
Wc remain fully comm iTled to the Core hum unitarian ubjecllves of the COllwntion, 
We ",til be ,(arlin" the de,trucli"tl ot cxilting -tnckpiles ofl~ndmmc, in our country 
""l' ,Dun and h"pe to complete the proce," ()C des(rLIctlOll oi ,Iud,pile before our 
deadline of~br~h 2005 

I 5, (, niveN,1 izal ion of Ihe C all' ~ntion remains a majol' d~llcng" f(" th~ glohal 
commllni(l', There are sorne <:nwuraging ,ign; It i, he,,-rtenrng to note that 141 
counTries haH joilleJ (h~ COllvenlL(lIl, W ~ bdw, ~ the ",fferin~ caLL ,ed he' the anti­
l'"r",11"d llIiJl~ shoulJ k the single "'clSt cump~lling r~rtson In encourage the 
]'emnining f~\\' to j oiJl tile Convention, \\' e appeal to (hcm [() Jo '0. 

I fI, ~mall arms and ligill "CilPOllS cauoc ma"ivc humanit"ri"n suffering ,,-II ar('und 'he 
world, It is ~s(imateJ (hat more (han 'iO())IOO p~oplc die C~dl yCar ii-urn wound, 
causcd by light f;rcanm, making i( one of the m,,,t deadl} kill~r, pJ'c,aknt ,,>d"y. or 
them, 90% nrc civilians, and 50% mc children whik .,()% ar~ women, rhae "[e more 
"eapo", in the hand, of civilians than Ihose ofiegitimak armcd j(lT~CI, More","cr, 

the e~sy ~\'ailabihty of I igilt \\'c~pons make;. it easy to g;i' ~ thnn In d,ild,,'!!. th~r~h} 
oggrJ.~nting the incidence ot child soldiers, 

17, Tile foclis shou Id bc 011 ciiminming lllicit tmf1icking of small arms and light wcnpons 
thr,)ugh cilcclivc impbHclltalinn "rthe Programme of Ac(ion druwll \lp in 2()01. Til" 
Fir,1 flienn ial mCGling to consider tile lmplemcnm(ion of the Programme of Action 10 
pl'event. comhat and eradic~le illicit lrade in ,mail arms and light ,,~ar(m, ill J tll)-
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2003 pTm ided on opportunil} 10 hHild a~ dfecliw intemaTionnl and re"i"nai 
parlmT,hip 10 deal with the probkm. V ... e bclJCv~ lhal It is 01110' through gr~atcr 
PQlili~al wmmitment and cla,er coop~ration, regwnally as well u., internationally, 
lhal this prubkm ~an be addre"ed cttcctivdy. The mom~lllum gailled in 21l()3 mUSl 
he mainldi~e<l. 

Di;urlD~ment and IlcvdnpmcU\ 

I ~. For u., Jcvelopm~nt ;, " prwrily. It i, ou' <;tr0ng con\'icli,,~ lhat the \lille~nLLLm 

l)e\'dOp"'~lll (;'{',lis (MDG,) ~an besl be achieved Through redU~li(", oj mililaT) 
expend Ihjr~ ~"d d h ~"ion 01 re,oLJr~~, 10 poverty el'adicatl on nild ""lmned 
confidence huilding m~a.,ure~ lhrough lIl:~malional political coopcoralion RCIIC,,"d 

effol1 i, needed to reverse the lTe~d of jncrcd,in~ mililaT) expendiTure by maim 
mil itary pm\·er~. SllCh rrI il itary expenditure O\,lT lh~ la,l few i eat's ha <; cr",,~d the S 
~()() hi Ilion Illark ~l(lbally ill cllrrent <loll"r l~nm. But "e cannot say if ,Lid iIKTcrl>"u 
~rn" huild up ~nd in~"',,,d milil"r} ~xpclldllur~ has made th" wMld any ,arer. 011 
the ",her hand. evc!) ifu ,mall pan ofthc hug..: milil"ry expendiTUre is di,akd to lile 
social and economic dcvdopllwm,,~ can ti'~e the ,,"urld popLilalion frl'm ,cn"rg~ of 

p<JvtTiy and make it a ,afer place 10 livc. 'j'h~ linka~e ilet",eC'1 p~d"~ dividend and 
global lund [or poverly eradic,,-tion ,hould be serio",I} pUl ",,~d. 

SI,tl~lDate in tbe CD 

I <J. l3"ngladcsh is dCeply con~emed over the contil1u~d im p:>ssc in the Confnellee on 
Di,arnlHmcnL The work of the Conference ha, remained stalld I'lr a number of 
yearo. Sudl all jmpa,,~ gl\'", risc lo 'peculations about its effttl;VCncss ~"d 
,.GieHllcc. We mll,l "d now 10 prevent such ero,ion. We must rile above uur 
intli\' idual inlcrc,l for tbe colledL vc ;afcty and '~LUTily of humankind. It wnu Id be 

lI"fNtunal~ ifw,; do nol make p.enllinc eliulb (u pUllhe CD back on track<. 

I'rHgrammc of Work 

20. fhe Co~fcr~ncc na, hd,,," illh~ rroposal "ftll" tivc di,tingubh"d past prnilknb of 
the CD. !"he A5 proposal. ~s it h~s COme to b~ p"pularly kn{mll, repl'eoenlS a croo,­
r~giollal iniliati,~ for a Programmc of W Drk fo,. the C D. The propos" I doc:. not 
necessariiv 11l¢c1 all ¢xpectMlOIl3. Bllt we mIlSII,,)1 for,;go the "go"d"' ill seal"h "rIlle 

"he,!"'. Thi, may never happ"" I" our vi~w, the prop"sni sccm~ bnlnnccd and a goud 
ha,i, fnr reaching a conlen,,,,. 

Conclusion 

21. rhe Cil is und~r ciOIC scruliny oflhe international ~"111lmmitr. !t tnU~t \i\·e upto it, 

~~redation. LCI us gi,~ it chanc~ 10 be rcic\'nnllhwlIgh ~"lLCrC(e acT;"", We m""t 
forg~ logdhcr ~ ~ollcc(i\'c political r~solve 10 make lhe world" ",me peaceful, .,ec UTe 

a~d safer place to Ihc. 

lliiank you Mr. President. 
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