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:Mr Presidcnt. 

There is a particular re'Ollance fOTme in speakmg heTe Imlay in lhis ComlCil Chamber 
whieh was eonslmcled to house the Lcaguc ofNations.1rcland's bewrity policy was 
bom out 0[' our expericnce ofthc League or'lation~. Havingjoined the League as a 
smalL newly independent country, we came to believe that our ~ecurity eould best be 
aswreu lhrOLlgh an e/lcctive systcm of collectivc security which sought 10 ]Jr~vent 
conilicl and "ruch should be n;~olutc in w:ldre~sing aggression. Regrenably, by the 
time th1, building was completed, the organisatlOn 1t had heen buiU to accommodate 
had becnlUlablc to prevent the desccnt into global Via!". 

The new multilateral >ystem which arose in 1945, hased upon the United Nations, 
while imperf~ct, h~s h~d gr~~t~r Sl1CC~5S and can lay cl<l1!n to greater legitimacy in 
upholdUlg respect for the mle o[la,,, in relutions betlveen stutes. Ireland ha, been a 
strong supporter of the role of the Uniteu Nalions in conflict prevention and in peace­
keeping. Recent events have demonstrated the limitations and weaknBs, of the 
Organisation. They have also demonstrated the lUlique legitimacy thut the Umteu 
Nations hrings to thc pursuit 01" international p"ace and sccurity. \Ve cannot do 
withoui il 

rhe Conference on llisamJament call have an important role to play in the {Th- efforts 
to maintain mlernational p~aee ~nd ,ecl1Iity. In:bnd'o approach to disannament is 
rooted in a finn convidion that Inulti lateral cooperation is in the interest of all and 
most particularly serves the interests of small eT Slates \vho, lacking military power 
must rely on building and supporting a slrong mle,-based ",ystern. We have placed 
our faith in the multilateral regime of disarmament and non_proliferatmn treaties and 
agreL>Trlcnt,. W ~ are COITUlliltcd to implementing and strengthening the"e mSlrumenls 
and to pur<;uing the universalisation onheir nomlS. 

Th~ .European Union, over "hich 1re1,UJd i; honollr~d to prcside at present, has put a 
comnutment to effecnve multilateralism at the centre of its Common Foreign and 
Sccmily Pulicy. A ruk~-based intcmational order and strong international imtitutions 
arc o[fundam~ntal imponance to the Union. 

Ffl"cctivc iVhdtililteralisrn means a COIlHIlilr:lerit to work with other, to resoj '·e the Toot 
cause, of conf11ct, to promote re'pect for human rig:hl~ and to create thc machincry for 
resolving diffcrence by peaceful means. DisarmameIH and anllS control arc esscntial 
c1emcnts in connicl prcvention, in mitigating tile impact of war and in addressmg the 
prohlem, of post-COIT fll d "tuahun,. 

Mr President 

lrcland -sown expericllce of con±1ict has taught us th,lt :;o-calkd CO)lVcIltional 
weapons cause terror, mise,·y and suffcring. Our experience i, mmored m many other 
Sltuat](lTIS which lest1fy e\'e11 more emphmically to the damage resulting frolllthe 
trad~ in ~m,dl am" and hSlJt ",~ap()ns l'[()S'T~," 111 dealing with the misus~ of these 
we~pons wdJ be slow bm 11 )1lUSt he glvel1 EreatEr pnority The n"gotiatioIl' ",hieh 
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w1l1 get lluderv;ay tlus Slimmer on traei ng and marking of small arms and light 
weapons should n;sult m au agreemeut on a legally bmdiug iustmment tD strengthen 
controls and to ,dkYlat~ lh~ dev~statillg impact ofthcsc wcapons worldwidc. 

Post ~unj]id situatiun> are frequently cbaracterised by ClllJtmlling ca,ualtie" of war. 
Children, wom~n and men going about their cvcr)day bUoincss havc too oftcn bccomc 
victims of land mines and othcl' discarded remnants of war. Govcrnmcnt~ 

encouraged by the "Upport of Cn·il SocIety have made progress in dealing with this 
is>ue. This year we commemoratc thc fifth anniversary ofthc cntry into forcc ofthc 
Ottawa Com'ention on Landmincs, !.atcr this year the Nairobi Revicw Conlercnce 
"ill provide an opportunily to t"-ke stock of the progress that has been made and will 
enahle us to cunsider huw 10 achieve universal rcspcct for the principles and 
application of the Treaty. 

In a diflleult pcn()d lilT aml~ conlrol thc successfill outcome ofnegoti~tions 011 an 
addilional protocol to the Convention Oil Certain COllventiona! Weapons (CCW) is 
greatly welcomed. Ireland was glad to ha\e been able to organisc a ConlCrcncc on 
lhe lopic ofExplo"ve Remnants of War and Development in Dublin from 23-25 April 
l~s( year. The agreemcnt to addrcss thc Explosive Renumnls of War rcprc,cnts a 
SIgnificant step forward and will hoperully provide momcntum for other issllcs which 
need to be tackled in th~ CCW framework. 

Mr Presldent, 

Conventional wcapons may havc killed lar more people, hul it iR thc proliICration and 
possible US~ of\V~apun> ofM"-,, DestructlOn Wh1Ch causes greaiesl feaL Their 
potcntialto destroy our world demands morc ciIcctivc and urgent aClion lowards their 
elimination. The l11temaholla! cOlmnunity must strengthen their effOlts to prevent 
lheir fllrlher proliferation and thc danger thalthes~ weapons could iall into lhe hands 
of terrorists. 

l\cxt month the pr0'arat0ry ~ommiUe~ for the 2005 Review Conlhence o[the Treaty 
OIl th~ Non-PmliferaliDIl ofNucleaT Weapons wllJ meet. Tn 195R one of my 
predecessors, Frank Aiken, put fOlward a proposal Jor such a Treaty. Whcn it was 
opened for signamre Ireland was privileged to havc been the first country to sign and 
to ratifythc NPT. Sincc Ihen dlorls 10 slrengthen the Treaty lind tu ensliTe IT~p~d for 
all its pi ovisions has becn our high cst prionty 1JJ lhe area 0 r disarmament and nOl ,­
proliferation 

The WT has been subjected to severe strains in rcccnt ycars. Like others wc dcplore 
the announccmcnt made b) lhc DPRK tu "ithdm" fTUrn lh~ NPT last y~aL \Ye 
continuc to urgc the DPRK 10 dlslU,mHe immediately ,1)]Y JJ.udear weapon~ 
programme 1JJ a ,i"hle "-11d venfiable manner, toalJow tlle remm of IAl:A 
inspectors, and to comc iIllo lull and lm~ouditll)nal compliance "ith all relevant 
intcmational oblig,lllolls, 1Il parlicular thc ~J:' r and their L.'U:A S~fegll~rJs 

Agreement. 

('onccIIls havc also arisen ahoLlllhe nude~r progr~mllles uf;J nllmb~r of uther 
countrie,. The p","e"ion of nuclear weapons by States Olltsine the l\I'T ann non" 



('lllllpliancc with the Treaty's proVl>",n, by Statcsl'ariy to the Tremy nsk 
undemlining mlllldalcral non-prolif~ratl<Jn md disarmame1]t effDTl' 

l'here i~ a tcndency for some J\'lemh~rs orth Treaty to otr~bS it~ llon-prohferalJon 
3spects to the n~glecl ui the disarmamcnt provisions of the NPT Tam finnly 
c<lTIvinecd tlwt dis~Imam"'nt and non-proliferation are mlllually reinforcing. Above all 
we lmght consider thm what does not eXlSl ~a:rlJlOl prolif",rak. Thc development of 
new types ornew U"e, lOT nllclear weapon; is llJ)likely to inspire a sense uf 
confid<mcc. On the contr~ry it SUggCRt~ that the taboo on the usc of such weapons 
could b~ weakencd. 

Preserving lhc mlcgrity of the .1\P'1 means respecting all it, pTOvlsions 3nd thc 
conlllutm~nlo ireely undertakcn at Reviev, Confenmees. Ihe progress which C3ll be 
achicved by the WT Slales Parties. inhere is sufficient poE tical wi II, was evident in 
the conclllsions ofthc Final Document of the 2000 Review CunlL"Tencc which 
pIOyided a rcalistie blueprint for achievmg rlllckar disann<lmcnt. Ireland, together 
with our New Ag=ua Coalition partners, worked hard to ach,e\·e lhal outcome. The 
thirte~n praclical RtCps for the systematic aml progressive efforts to implement Article 
Vi were agreed by "on~enSuS and inc1ud~ an llnequivoeal undenaking by thc l\uclcar 
Weapons States to accomplish the total elimination of their nuclear arsenals. 

A rules bas~lI system is one rcspeded by all. A comen-'ll., agreement, such as the 
2000 J:< in~1 DocullIcnt, imposcs paltlCl!1ar Te;p"mlbilities and relaioR a particular 
legitimacy. 

The 2000 Final Document also ineludes commItments on non-proliferation, including 
in the area of safeguards The Conicrcncc specifically endorsed the measureS of the 
Model Additionall'ro(ocol approved by the Tlltemational Atonuc cnergy Agency 
Hoard ofGovcmors. Irelalld heheve; that an Additional Protocol is llOW an essential 
elenHmt of a:rlY eiTectivc safeguards regime. Ireland tngethtJr wlth al1 other bU 
Memb~r Statcs has completed the lleCessary nationaimcaSUI"S for thc cntry into force 
of sllch Pmtocob. T "ullld urge all S(~(es, regardless of the si7e OT na(lIl"e ofthcir 
nuclear progr;m1mc, which have not yet signed anil mhlied an AdditlOnal Protocol to 
do so. This would he an important demonstration of their commitment to the NFl. 

rhere 1& a fllndamentallink bet1",-een the obiectiv~s of (he l\--PT and the 
Comprehensive T ~M Ban Treaty which "as the last major agreem~nt to be negotiated 
in this forum. lrelm,d continllcs to see the cmT as one of Ule fundamcntal huildlllg 
steps on th e mad to nllcieaT di,armamcnL '::ight y~ar~ after its adoptl D11 by lhe LT).! 
GenBTal A,semhly and despl(e (h~ <;uppol1 of an ove,,~helmlllg lllllllber of United 
l\ ation" Mcmbcr Statcs, the Treaty has yel to ,~wrc the ollpport rcqu ired in order for 
it to enter into fOTCe. 

_\lr I're~idcnt, 

Tn TeeD gnitlOn oUlle dangcb po,,~d by W capons 0 fM a '" De,tmction, the HurOP~illl 
C nion adopted a Strategy on tbe nom -proh feratlOn of such \Y eapons at the LUlOpean 
CounCllla.,t DecdITlbBT. \V~ arc agreed thai nOIl-proliferation ,hOlllil be mamslreamcd 
mto out' overall pOll ~ic_, drawing upon ~II the TeSOUTC~' and instnnnenls m ailablc to 
thE linion. We me wOTkmg to suppon Ihe: lllultila(erill ill,titutions charged \\'lth 
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vcrification anu llpholumg complianCE wlth the Trealies. FunhemlUre, we ;Jl"C 

committed to strong national and mternalionally-coordinated export control> as a 
necessary complement to thc Trealy system. 

l\h "Presiucnt, 

Support for multilateral instnHncnts must tran~late into SUPlJOlt fm eficeti,'e 
compli anCe wlth their pronsion". For this reason Ireland supports an cffeeti\'e 
compliance and verification instrument for the Biological and Toxin Weapons 
Convention. We rccog,nise the work whlCh has been done hy the mB~lings of State 
Parties last year and welcome the focus on effecti vc national meaSUres to cnsure full 
implementation of the provisions of the Treaty. As part ofth" EL Strategy on 
\o\leapons of VI a,'S DestnictlOll, wc are \wlTkmg with Ollr partner.; 10 secure the 
universalisation of thc Treaty. 

The Ch"",ical Wcapon> Convention also provides for a ban on lhis category of 
wcapons ofrnass destruction. The possible existence of chemical weapons m 

eountnes which arc not party to the Com entioll is a source of conCCrn and with our 
EC partners we will continue to promote lhc universalisalioll of thc ConventlOn. 

Mr President 

The Conference on Disarmament has maue an outblanding contribution in the area of 
armS control and dismmament Thc present inRctiOll is in stark ~ontrast to thai pro\ld 
pa~t. Since ]oimng the Conftrencc in 1<)99 WB have seen no work of any sigmficlll\ce 
take place here. 

The re:<son, ror the impas~c are olwl<lUs. A political consensus is lacking nn the next 
~ltps to be laken in the mullilateral aren<l on arms conlrol and disarmament i"ues. 

\Ve ~hollld nol p,;nllit OUI work h~re to be held hostage lo any single H;sue. Yet it 
should he poss]hle to liud agreem~nt which will rdlect Cl}mmon comero,. 

For Ollr pan, Ireland supports the cstablishment in lhs CD of a subsidiary body to deal 
.'lfJceific"llly with the issue "fnuclear d''larmalllent. Wc bclieve that the CD ~hollld 
CDmmenee negotiation, on a Trealy dealing with fissile materiaL We see merit m 
embarking on a pwce>s which ~(mld eventually lead to an agre"",ent Oll the non­
weaponisalioll of outer space. At the same tilll" we me reali~tic anu apprcciate thm 
this body is unlikely to ,tart ncgoli,lliollS across a \\ ,ue range of issues al the same 
time. 

If lhis Confelence camlOt yet glv~ exprCSSlOn to a political consensus (JTI ruture 
negotialion>. it surely c,ll1 playa role in ~reatillg lhe shmed u11lkrstanding which must 
he the basis or any such e on.,en>LlS. Structured disCI1'l.,iollS on e<lch item of the agenda 
of th~ Conference coulu build llTIlkrstandmg of complex Issues and "JlPw:iatioll of 
each others con~'-Tns. This ~arl only kad lu greater tru<;( which mllSl be the hasis of 
"-ny negotiation. 
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The Con rcr~ncc ,!Jould al~o reflect on [he n;lcvallc~ or it~ methods or work in (0-
d~y's world_ J find it hurd to hdi~ve, much kss understanu, how ~ body charged with 
a mandate of such Tele\'ancc to humankind and druwmg its funding from the Cmled 
t..:ations can continue lo clTectively excludd Civil Sondy from a meaningfnl role in ils 
deliberations_ '\Jor can I under~land the exdusi~ity with WhlCh the Conference 
guards its memhdrship, \Vhile yllLlr Inembersllip mcludc5 some with mode'l 
engagement "ith ffiultilakral disannanlent tnJaties, othern who are ,launch upholders 
o[thc mullihlteral disannamen[ ~y~lcm are denied entry. Amongst the latter J would 
il]chldc Member States ()J the rurop"an !;nion and Acceding Slates whose admi"ion 
has heen blucked for many years. 

Tbe issue ofle)nlimacy underpins rCRpeet for multilateral ac\lOrl. We lTlust remember 
tb at if we want an effective multilateral sy,tCffi we lTlURt all contrihute meaningfully to 
it. 'lhe lTlultilateral ,y<lem IS about empowennent and ownership. \Vc are aU 
responsih I" for linding ShilTed Rolutions and [m playing ollr part in impl~mr:nting 
them. 

Tbank you Mr PresiU~nt. 
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