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WM Prosicent,
Mr. Secrelary General,
Distinguashed delegates,

It pives me greal pleasure Lo address this unique forwm, the Conference
o Disarmmament,

Lot me at tne outset, congratulale vou Mr. President on yvour assuiplion
0f the Preswdency of the Conlerence on Dhsarmarnent. 1 wish vou every
success M your endeavoers 10 @tde this Conlerence.

[t i our carnest desire 1o sce that this year the Conifcrence on
Disarmament will resch conscnsus on T8 programme of work., [ this
regard, proposals submiticd by e live Ammbeassacors are very wscial and
we must thank ihemn lor their antiving effomts. S0 Lanka {olly supporns
hese proposszls.

Mr. President,

S Lanka stands firmby against tke proliferation of weapons ol mass
destmiction including nuclear weapons. 811 Lenka has alwavs been
supportive of comnplele and urnaversal elimmanon of nuclear woeapons.

Nuclear disarmament 1s of pgrea* concern o Lhe ontire international
cormurity.  Lord Bortrand Russcll wrote i y96G10 snd T oaguore “the
provatslity of thermonuclear war ocowrring appears o be significantly
larger than the probabilice of 10 et occuarring” - ancuole, It has ot
cocurred for 53 years bui 1 can happen tomortow.

S Lanka, likKe many other nations, is concertied thart there husg been #
slow  progress  made towards  achieving nuclear disarmarnent. The
nuclear weaporn States have a major role to play oo this regard.

My country, 3ri Lanka, and Egvpl iniroduce oadiniomaily al the First
Committee of the United Nations General Assembly, a reselition on the
"prevention of an arms race in outer space”. The resolation calls lor the
recomrmencerncilt al the earhiest  of the swalled nsgobialions on 1he
prevention of a&n oarms rdee in ouler space at the Ceonferener on
Bisarmarment.

5311 Lanka supporls the csiablishment of a1 ad heo comumittes in the
Conforcnce on Disarmament o negotlafe o non-discriminatory and
Cffectively verifiable multiZaleral rreoaty barming the production ol hissle
riarerial for nuclear weapons or other nuclear cxolosive devices, taking



into  consideration bolh  disarmament and ruclear non proliferation
Ghjectives,

Sri banka also supports the convering of the Fourth Special Bession of
the Genersl Asserably devosed o disammamen and the proposzl of the
Arctctary-Cenceral Kofi Annan to convene an international conference to
focus on eliminnuing nuclear danpgers,

We remain concerned on the lack of progress on the implemcatation of
the commirments contained n the final document of the 2000 NPT
Review Conference, in particular, the thirteen sieps ageeed upon to be
taken by the Parties 1o the NPT, There 1s no room for complacency. Nigel
Calder wrote 1 his bonk “Nuclear Nightmares” and 1 guole — “the
Phirector of the Internations]l Institute for Stratemc Studies, Christoph
Bertram, identifies as one of the worst consequences ol prolileration the
possibiilly that a minor power may benelit by usirpg nuclear weapons
Agamst a neighbour, [ 1t achieved 1ls military and pelitical objectives
withour the sky falling i, the taboo that has operated since Nagasald
woild e broken and ouclear war could then come to be regarded as a
praciicable wav ol seitling intornatioral dispides. Bul what abour the
contrary ncnace, of the siiall regional war growing it a nuciear worid
war?” - unguole.

Furthermore, pending the entry into lorce of the Comprehcnsive Nuclsar
Test-Ban Treaty, Sr1 Lanks hopes that nuclear weapon States and
maclear  weanon  capable States would  continiie o mainiain a
moratoriiumn on nuclear weapon test explosions,

K. DPoesident,

The threas of terrorism, boih perecived and real, has already had an
adverse impect rot only on nternal seourity of States, bul also on
mternational security relations. The danger that rerrorsts acguiring
weapons of mass destrioction no omore remeing in the rcaar ol
mmagmation a9 the world has already  wiinessced unprecedonied
devasiating terrorist altacks in several coumntrics. Therefore, all our
multilateraily agreed conversions, fremeworks and agrecments such as
the Chemical Weapons Convenrion, Lhe Blological Weapnns Convention
and [AEA saleguards agreements should be pat into full use in otder to
consolidate our commeon determination to falit against terrorism. The
catablishment of new nuclear-weapon-free zones wonld also conlnlrine
immeinsely o achieve this goal,
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Wr. Prosident,

Let me iake this opportunity to cutline brielly some of the importan
measuses Lthat have bhoen taken in S Lanlka in the ficld of convenlional
WEHDUS,

Sr Lanka atiaches great inportance o the preventon, combating and
cradication of Lhe llicit trade ‘n small azms and light weapons and
aclively participated at the Uniled Nations Confercnee on the Theit Trade
in Smal: Arms and Lighl Weapons in AlL lis Aspects held mn 2001 and e
first cnnial meeting of States held o 2003, The curcome of the 2001
Conference and, in particular, its Programme of Acdon, plaved a key role
I promoling awsrcness onh fhe 183ue among governmenl agencles and
civil socicty. 8ri Lenka has almost compleied the selting-up of a Nalional
Commission Agminst the Proliferation of Iliclt Small Arms.

Acton is also heing taken in S1i Lanka o [orrmualate necessary national
legrslative  measures i compliance  with  the Chemnical  Weapons
Conventior o which Srl Lanks is o party. The proposed nationg
legisletin, cneoe endetod, w0 impose legal conirol on impeorts and
exports of certain chiemicals referred o in the Convention.

Although 3 Lariks remains ouside the Ottowa Convention on Ant:

personnel Mines, 11 has always, in princgiple, supported the humanitarian
abiectives of (his lundmearl nicinational rslrument. Thae Govornemenl of
Sr: Lanka has embarked on a eomprehensive hurmanifarian mine action
programme with a broad objective of muking 811 Lanka a mine ircc
couniry by the end of 2006, A National Steering Committes lor Mine
Action ras been selup To coordinate (his programane.

In his address to the 574 Session of ithe Uniled Nations (eneral
Asscmbly in September 2002, tlo Prime Minister of Sri Lanka stated rai
S Lanka was revicwing i9s position on the Ottawa Convenfion on Anci-
Personnel Mines willl & view to becoming a party o if 28 conhdence in
pLACE ACCTLIES,

[nter-Ministerial Comseitations are being held o work lowards 35r
Larka’s accession 1o the Conventinn on Cerlain Convenlonal Weapors,
inchzding its Amended Proleco -1l on Landmines zs 2 st step to fultil
S Lanks’s commdtmenl Lo address the issce of Landimines, We aro also
exploring the possibility of shering inlormation, as appropnaie, under
Arhicle 7 of the Ollaws Convertion.
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Mt Prosident,

The creation of safe havens lor individual or group of nations protected
v weapons of maxs destraction has beocome a threat to inlernationé:
neace and securiy. Therelors, we Join those who reaffirm the cfficacy of
multilateral approaches a5 means of achleving preatler sccuriiy for all. in
our view, muMilatcral measures, in parucller on disarmament and
sCoUrity 1ssues, by its inhereni nature, favour dialogue over monologue,
accommedarion aver domination, consulrartion over mescriplion and
cooperzlion over confrontation. We strongly beieve that individaal as
well as colleotive securily noads and requiremenis are beost met through
muliilaieral messures as well as consultation processes that enjoy
itcrrnalional legitimacy and supporl.

Mav the weaopons of mass destraction “Bust [n Peace™ and lel us Bid a
farewell to Army.

Tranl you.



