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\1[,- Prcsider:t, 
:VIT Sf"T,..I"rv Gc,nc,ral, 
D;~liTlgljshc,d dekgf.tcs, 

lt give~ nw gr""l J-llcasure 10 aod)"('ss thi~ l111"[Ue forum, the Conferen"'" 
'!]' Dbarmalllenl, 

Lei Illr flt ri~f' nutset, r:'"lgrlltulaLe vou Mr_ Pr~sident en )(]ur Cl'v,Ull.j)\ioll 
[j~ the Presd,..n(;" ui the C011I";,-(:nce on D1S;l.nl1ClTllCIli I wioh you ~\'ery 
C'l;C""SS 111 ),",-II ['Ldecwu:n; \0 Zll'rlt" thIS Conr"rerlCC_ 

It is uur cw'nes,_ dC'slre I(J ~,ce lhal '.his YC'lI' the CmJiiTc,llce on 
LJisarrnamrnr ,nll nod.ch UJll&enSU~ UII ;r~ pmgranl'-'-',.. (If work. 11\ t.1is 
I'rgf\rd, prnpof'ah Sll!nTlll"_c,d b'.- ll,e i'i\'(' Arr:bD.s'Sacor>; me '.'lTV l:~d-,ll f',:ld 
wC' mc;,>~ thank :l-Wlfl lor rj--,elT ',1llllt-ing dfo~h "'-, Lanka [d~y sl1ppon~ 
tl,eC'C' P'-()pos"l~_ 

Iv!r. Presidenl, 

Sn Lallka stands firmly "E',fJinst tb; prolikr-!lttnn of w,,:jpons oj ;nFlss 
lkstr-llctiol1 incluO:l1lg TllJck,-u weapons_ :in LunKel has always ht"en 
Tlpportl,-C' c,f {'()lnple~e "_Ild Ul\l\i(:r~Fll rliDin:{I;Ol' oj nuekar w(,Rpnns 

Nudea,- d,s"'-rn~:u:-.elll )s of grC'a' ::"nCern to Llv-; rntire iniFn1"U(,nal 
commur.il\'. Lu;d RCTT.Llnd RLJ~~dl wrole III !')('l [md T quote 'lb" 
probab;lily Of thermo)llJ(:I .. m war ocnln iLlg ,')pperss '0 ue sigrnlir-clrltly 
\p'Trr thiln ~he pr"!,,jbiEty uf 1\ not oeCUlTi"g'- '_HlC,lIOk, It has c-ol 
occurred fo~ ."),' ea,-S bCl:'l' ';OIn hilppen tomOlTC\<'_ 

Sn L-mkn, 1il{co llldll,. ofh~;- :lar-Oll~, ," conL'erllcd ,hf'\f ther .. }"",, bee;-, i-\ 

slow pr()gr'css ;~laLle to'NiEds llchi"ving nuclC8.!' disarmaTIwnL !'l!c 
"uckar wcapoll Statrs hwe a :T"-ljor role to play ill thIS reg'-lnl 

M~, cou;lln', Sr-i Lflllka, CJllU Egypl llltrodlJrF ul>dllioll",ily al ll)(: First 
Corn:rittec of tht" enikd l\atioll~ UrmTal Ass"mlJly_ l> rec;0111rio!l on Ibe 
"prevention of ilI! arms race III rmter sp'''''' , The resu\Ucion calls I()]' the 
'-"'""mrneneClnel1l at thr earlws' uf L~e slal)r-d negotJal:()IlS on liE; 
prevention u:- 2,1) flrms rae,.. lTl oUler space at th,.. ConfereJiCr on 
Dis[u.:narlle111 

Sri LatHS sllp;Jorls rfLe c~~a:)li~hnlCLlt of en 'J(i hcL' eOi;l1uitf.t"e 1'1 ,},C 
CUllkl-cr~cc on Disa~'Jj2Elenl to nrs;o;:il>~e :J Twn-dic;C'rlminiltur'i .~nLl 

('fkn;\'cl)' ver:f,,,[,l,, r:-mlli:altrf\1 ltTfl:V baf'Tli11g :hc proChlCr'Ol1 ul li~sJt' 

narcl-ifll for r:!-,j('l~"r wcapollo 0;- oth(Cr ;1\.iel,..",. cxplosl\/f dC'-lce~, l!lkLlg 



into con8lrkratlOn bolh d,Scnrrmment a:El l!ud(;clT IJon prolift>'-"li()Il 
G-"] Fret i \'FS 

s,'i Lnnka also 5"11-';)U:-\8 tll(--: reo:w~l~ing of the 1"C"lrlh Spcc:al SesslUL of 
the Ge::ler"J Ac;c;eubly dn-o-cri to dWC'cnnl{m<cc:' mlJ thc propuscJ of th~ 
S('r:rc+al"y-Cir:I-wr'ill Kofi ,\)l"a11 10 convenC an intcrnaLlonal cOllkt'ence ro 
focuc; on el;n'i'-';'ilTlg nuclear dlulgers, 

We relllaill <:onccrncri on the lack ,_,r prog'-<c% on ~hc impleE1CHHJim: of 
thc commirmcnts contained lTl lhe fmal docurneJ:i of rilc 2UOO NIT 
Rcvic\v ConkrC:~lce, m panin-lbr, the t..'lineen sLeps agrcnl upon lu b" 
wken by the Part",s In lilt: ;\PT. There ib no rOOm for r:omplac"nc~, Nigel 
Calder \\Tole 1n h:s bODk "Nuclear :\ighlmar'cs" ilncl I ql;olt' - "lhe 
D,,-,·,,Io,- ()f- Ihe lnterr.ationd lasrttu:r for Stmteg1c SILI(h,,~, Chnslopll 
Dc,'trc,Iil, idcntitlcs as OIlC of ril,' wc;:-st conse'1L),.nc"s 01 proliferation the 
P06S1bi.i:v lhal a ninor powE'r Ill,"), Iw,w1:1 uy usir_g nLlclear weilpons 
Rgaills[ 2 Iw'gh:'Ollr. If it ;,whwved il" militdrv and polirir[d object'\'e>; 
w:tl~out the sky' hllm" lIl, the bboo thal hR.s o;')cmted 8]rJ"" '<",,-o.saki . u ._ 

,v(nlld -f)" bTOkt'll m:d rlucJl'a:- war conk! t!W)] COllIE' to h~ ~(-:g8nlcd ac, Fr. 

I'rfJC1.icaiJ:c ',nn' u: ~«llillg l;ltcr-nallOT:a! dl"PILI~s_ R1.1t what ,,-bout the 
uJrln~"j :IlcnlCC(;, of the sH,a,l rcg:o:-:!ill'war gn""';llg iilLO a nuclear wot-id 
wa[')" - lllll[ uolc', 

FllrlherIlwre pendillg rhoc f"ntry in!u I(]rcc Dfthe COlllp;'ehcn~i\'c: NuclF:JT 
Tcsl-Rp_lJ Trc8.ty, Sn Lank" llOpes that nuclear wCRrOIl Stat,.." ilnd 
nnr:lrRr Wl'RDon capabl" S~fltcs would cont:nnc to ma"':"lIJ a 
mOnl.ton'Wl on nlwledT \H;cipOn test explosions, 

Mr P:'csicLeGt, 

Thc rhrcFl- of tc:rro~lSlTl., '''Jlh pcre~i\-ed ami l·cFlI. r.2s alrel"rl) },,,cl an 
",,-h"cl'sC imp'.ct I~Ot only (JIl intcr:lal se<.'urity of States, }"JI also all 
i:lterl1QclOnal SF('LIT:lj l'eblior:.c;. Tl:c ,-j"lIlger thu 'FTnmScS dcqlcems 
wn,pOl~, of melS'; d,,~tru.:t:on 1111 mor'c rc:r:lmns III lhe :-ca.lL 0: 
llnl-lginClllw' elS the world IIP_s fliread,. v/irrwssed unpn,:ccfl('nTE'd 
d",el~'_dliIlg ter:'or;s'. altacks in several c()LTllries, Tht'rdor,~, 21l OUT 
lnultilalera.ly agreed COIT\'r;L~IO~lS, frdm""'(Jrks and agr('cmrills Sl.;ch el~ 

the Cht-mic,~i \l,'capolls Conventio,-" 1;IC Diolug:cal WC8?OnS Convt'l]tion 
anc! LII.EA sakguards 2grE'emenL~ sh()uld be pell inlO f1111 use m wdn' to 

l'ollsulidatc ow' commOl~ dF:"TTIlinfl1:ion lo CgU "'S8illst :e-rmr;SrlL The 
r;srablishme'l( of rew nudcar-wec..pon-frrc ;'ones wOlLld ,,)&0 conLnlnrr; 
llnme;}sely to :v'llwv" llli., goal. 



L,,: :Tl" ;"kc chis oppornll1irll to outlin,. lJrlf'Ily some oj the importanl 
mca"u;'Cs lhal ha,(' bcr~l taken lr] Sri Lanka in Lhe:: firlrl of conv,.nll()r.ai 
V;ecl')Oll~. 

Sri i~'-Jl,kCl aL~"ches great impwt8nce :0 Ille prc\'cnLion, comhFlring and 
cradication o[ the illirir tmde en smal: ",'ms and hf~hr weapon>; 'lTld 
al'liveJ,. partic:pfl.tul st the lJllll"d N:nions Conlnc\l('c Wl the TlIH'll Tradc 
in SmRI_ Ar:115 [lnd Lighl Wr:lLpons in .11.1: ll~ i\spccts helC: in 2001 and ihe 
finn- hiclllliill meetlllg Dr StMc" held III 20«,_ The outl'nm~ of the JOO I 
Conft"t,w" 'md, 1Il parLicular, irs Prngrmmnf" or ACliuIl, playtod " kcv role­
m pnlrn():lllg 8\\'s.:C_'leb>; 01) ,he Issue am()ng govcrnlnelll agrncies an(~ 

cl\,d socicty Sn Lcillka hilS f11mo~l "oTnl'llOtcd the seLlillg-np of a Nalional 
Commi&~ion Agalllst ,h,' Prohfemll(lll ()f Illicit Small Arms. 

i\c~j(JJ: JS d.lso hr:ing take''' m Sri Lallka \0 [onmllflre cleCe'SSClry national 
k;g~slp.tiH' mea811"~~ lTl eUmplid.llc(' wirh t;1e Clwm;eal W':C\l'ons 
Conve'ntlor, I', \\'bell C3n Lallkfl IS [, pecrty_ TO,e propos<:'u nfltiona' 
1~e;i~L l.i(JeL OllCC eJ,ancc:, w'[ lnpll~" legal cor_'_rol lln import;; ,.Tld 
Lxpoth of ccrlal:l c\l<;micill" [e'fe'rT"d UJ in lhe (01)\,,.,,,I'(,n. 

Alri1(Jllgh SI-I Lm:~,a r,.mdlr;s OUlC;ltk r:,c Otww". Cml\'t:flrion UJ) l\nt: 
prrsfnn<el \-lme's, 11 ]-,,,~ 2.1wd.\'~, ill pcinc:ple, sU;:'P(,ril-'(! th" hlLllIflnltflr:an 
obiectives of Ihl~ I.JllclIlkrk id"l nAr:onallr~I~'._IT"crjt. Tel': GOvr:r1':lCenl 01 
Sr: Lank:l l,r:s """b':'lkcd 01) Cl eomp;-el~en~i\'t-> l-nJLanl~cciall ll'lne cWll(lTl 
pnlgramnw \\ lllL a bruad o~)Jrctive of m"kmg Sri Lankn f1 mil". rrcc 
"(hJTllrv b, the end 01 ~O(J(), A )/l'.\l[)ndl Steering Committee' I()r lVlinc 
AdiuIl ,W3 bC'--'ll 5elllj) TO coordin"l" 1.111& p:'ogralJllILl: 

In his wldrt"ss to Ilw 57u C3e:;sion of I!-:e [Jmkd Natio:ls Ocneral 
".ss.;mbjy j;, :::;Fp1~:Tlber lUUl, II (' I,,"me Mmisl"T 01 Sri Lu:ka stflte'd I-,!-ll 
Sri L-l~lk" ,-,us rc';icw~llfi '--" !)OSltlOl1 on Ihe Ott~{'\'a CU-lVrntlOn Dll AEci­
PtoTS"'lT](') )''line& Wll:l b. Vil~W to be'ulr.ling a ?lut,' to ir flS conll(~(TCC in 
peace :KlTue." 

btcl'-vl;llls~r:n,,1 Cons,J!Lations drc :)rI118: he'lrJ 10 work l'.)wflrd, Sn 
IA'.J'kfl'~ ncce'ss,on I') :_hc Ccun,j'-io:l on Cerl"lTL Conv(;nLioTlAI \':'eap')T:~, 

ineh:ding us -'\lll~-,dC'G _'--':Ac',_'o,-II (m Latl(~TTllTlC~, 2.S c, llrst ~~f"P tu :ulEd 
Sri Lankl,"; CDTuIl:t,nenl ~u flcdr"s~ tht" lSSLC of LaJ,dnlnrs, V:,. '-Jl-'- a~sCJ 

Fxplorirtg ILc possluility of 8h[',~lng m[ormcll:Ull, AS flppropn>:<c, under 
"rl ",I" 7 () C th" U Lla w&. C(] 'we'd 1 un _ 

] 



Mr Prcmucnt, 

T)l(' rrr'"'tioll of safe ha,wns for :ndividual or gr01H) of n[ltlon~ proleeted 
':>y weapons of ,-,-,,·,ss ,--kstr.1ction has l)ccornr: [l th:-eat to iTllcrnl~jol12_: 

~lell.Ce ';,~l6 ""cur'!.: T,crdore, "e join those ,';ho ,<c:{fiinn lhe efficacy of 
IIlulliblcTl.l aFP[oz~cheiO a~ meflllS of achieving grealer seclriiy f(F All In 
our VleV,', unl~~11Arrt'Fl' measures, IT' pllrticulG.r on dlSarmFimcnt anrl 
security iOlOllH'"S, by us Inh"r~J:L nature, favo',ll' cbftlogur over mon()l()e',uc, 
accommodation ()v"r dllminl~tio.:c, cOllSl.llrFltiOIl over prescTi"lion and 
C()C'P"LlilOll ovCr confronlcllJon Wc stmngly h~""V" l1mL individuHl llS 
\vell <]t, v,llcctil'e secun'_\' lJC,~dOl eJnd !'equirFlll"nl~ .JIC best n:el lb;oq;_l 
muLllaleral ::::)t-;f-\8~lr,~s 8S '-'-'ell 8S c;[)n>lu:lmion procc'sscs rh8.t t"JOY 
i:l'.crl1allOl1:~llcgiTimncy a;~d support. 

:-..foty the wea;Jons of TIlClSS dLE>~ructlon "Rus( In Pesce" and h-:t L;5 b:d a 
:arewell to :\rms. 

TLanL you 

4 


