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W Prosicent,
Mr. Becrelary General,
Distinguiashed delegates,

It gives me greal pleasure le address this unique forum, the Conference
an Disarmmament,

Lot me at tre outset, congratulale vou Mr. President on your assunplion
of the Presidency of the Conlerence on Disarmarnent. 1 wish you every
suceess n your chdeavers 1o guide this Conlerenice.

[t is our carnest desire 1o sece that this wear the Conforcnce on
Disarmament will resch consensus on 18 programme of work. I this
regard, proposals submitted by the live Ambassacors are very usefal and
wo must thank themn lor their antiving efforts. 371 Lanka [uly supperns
these proposagls.

Wr. President,

Sri Lanka stands firmby against the proliferation of weapons ol mass
destmiction including nuclear weapons. 8ri Lanka has always been
sapportive of comnplete and undversal climinanon of nuclear weapons.

Nuclear disarmament is of prea* somcern io lhe ontire intermationsl
cormunity.  Lord Bertrand Russcll wrote in 1961 and T quote “the
provatslity of thermonuclear war peeuring appears (o be significantly
larger than <he probability ol it not accinring” - uncuole. It has ol
oocurred Tor 53 years bui 1t can happen 1omoTTow.

Sti Lanka, like many other natons, is concerned that there huas been
slow progross made towards achieving nuclear disarmarmnent. The
nuclear weapon States have a major role to play in this regard.

My counlry, Sri Lanka, and Egypl introduce mradiiwmally al the First
Committee of the Umited Nations General Assernbly, a reselution on Lhe
“prevention of an arms race in outer space’. The resolation calls fur the
recommencermnent al the earliest  of the stallod nsgotialions on 1he
prevention of an arms race in outer space at the Conference on
Bisarmarment.

3ri Lanks supports rhe cstablishment of an ad hee committes in vhe
Conferonce on Disarmarieni o neoniiate a non-disoruminatory and
offeotively verifiable multifaleral rreaty barning the producrtion ol ssle
raterial for nuclear weapons o other nuclear ciplosive devices, taking



into consideration bolh disarmament and ruclear non probiferaton
chjectives,

5l banka also supporls the convening of the Fourth Special SBession of
the Geseral Assermbly devored to disarmament and the proposzl] of the
Scorctary-Cieneral Kofi Annan to convene an internacional conference ro
focus on eliminaling noclear aangers,

We remain concerned on the lack of progress on the implementation of
the commiitments contained in the final document of the 2000 NPT
Review Conference, in particular, the thirteen sweps agreed wpon to be
raken by the Parties 1o the NPT, There 1s no room for complacency. Nigel
Calder wrote in his bonk “Nuclear Nightmares” and 1 guoele — “the
Direcior of the Internations] Instituoe for Strategic Studies, Christoph
Brrtraon, identifies as one of the worst consequences of profiferation the
possibidiy thal a minor power may benelit by using nuclear weapons
against a neighbour, [f it achieved s military and political objectves
without the sl falling in, the taboo that has operated since Nuogasaki
would be broken and nuclear war could then come to be regarded as a
praciicable wav of seiling intornatioral disputes. Bul what about the
contrary ncnace, of lthe small rogional war growing into a nuclear worid
war?” - uneuole,

Furthermore, pending rhe entry into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear
Test-Ban Treaty, Sri Lanka hopes that nuclear weapon States and
nuclear wreapan  capable  States would continie  to maimiain a
moratoriim on nuclear weapon test explosions,

e D-eaident,

The threa® of terrorism, boih perccived and real, has already had an
adverse impeet not only on internal security of States, bul also on
ternational securily relations. The danger that terrorists acquiring
weapons of mass destriction no wore remains in the reaar of
imagination  as  the world has already witnessed unprecedenisd
devasiating terrorist allacks in several countries, Therefore, all our
multilateraily agreed conversions, frumewnrks and agrecments such as
the Chemical Weapons Convention, Lhe Biclogical Weapons Conventian
and IAEA saleguards agreements should be put into full use mm order to
consolidate our common determination to Cekt against terrorism. The
catablishment of new nuclear-weapon-free zones wonld also conlnlnare
immensely to achisve this goal,
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Wr. Presidont,

Le!t me iake this opportunity to cuthine brielly some ol the importan
measures thal have heen taken in 30l Lanlea in the ficld of conventional
WEADUILS,

Sri Lanka atiaches great importance o the prevention, combating and
cradication of the illicit trade ‘n small azms and light weapons and
aclively participated gt the Uniled Nations Confercuce o the Tlheit Trade
in Smal: Arms and Ligh! Weapons in All lis Aspects held in 2001 and ihe
firat bicnnial meeting of States held in 2003, The cutcome of the 2001
Conference and, in particular, its Programme of Action, played a key role
in promoting awarcness on the I88Ue AmMong gOVCInmenl agencles and
civil socicty. Sri Lanka has almost completed the selting-up of a Nalnonal
Cornmission Against the Proliferation of Hlicit Small Arms.

Action is also heing taken in Sri Lanka to [ormulate necessary national
legislative  measures in compliance with  the Chernical  Weapons
Conventior In which Sri Lanka is & party. The proposed nationg'
legislation, once endeied, will impose legal control on imports snd
exports of certain chiomicals referred w in the Convention.

Although @i Larke remainsg oulside rhe Ottewa Convention on Ant

persnnnel Mines, 1t s always, 1 principle, supporied the humanitaran
obiectives of Ihis lundmark inlernational irsirument. Tae Governmenl ol
At Lanka has embarked on a comprehensive huranifarian mine action
programme with a broad obicctive of muking Sr1 Lanka a mine iTce
couniry by the end of 2006, A Naiional Steering Cormmittes lor Mine
Action has been selup fo enordinate this programne.

In his address to the 572 Session of ihe Uniled Nations General
Assembiv in September 2002, tle Prime Minister of 8ri Lanka stated mal
Sri Lunka was reviewing its position on the Ottawa Convention on Anc-
Personnel Mines wilth & view to becoming a perty 1o it as conliderce in
pEACE AnCTLIES,

Inter-Ministerial Comsoitations arc being held to work lowards 5r
Lerka’s nccession 1o the Cozvention on Cerlain Convenlional Weapons,
inchzding its Amended Proloco-ll on Landmines as & [rst siep to Tulftil
Sri Lanlke’s comidtmenl Lo address the issue of Landmines, We are also
exploring the possibility of sharing information, as appreprizic, under
Article 7 of the Ollaws Convenrtion.
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Mt Prosident,

The creation of safe havens lor individual or group of nations prolected
Sy weapons of muss destraction has become a threat to snlernationg:
negce and secutity. Therelore, we join those who reaffirm the cfficacy of
multilateral approaches as means of achleving greater security for all. in
our view, mulilareral measures, in partcular on disatmament and
scourity issues, by its inhereni nature, favour dialogue over menologue,
accommeodation over domination, consulration over prescriplion and
cooperalion over confronilation. We strongly believe that individazl as
well as collective seeurily needs and reguiremenis are best met through
muliilaieral measures as well as consultation processes that enjoy
mtcrnational legitimacy and supporl

Mav the weapons of mass destruction “Rust [n Peace” and el us bid &
fmrewell to Arms.

Tranl you.



