
SWEDEN 

PreveJ1tion of an arms race in outer space 

Mr. President 

Let me first extend my country's warmest congratulations to y.ou 01\ tbe assumption of the 
Presidency and aSsure you of our fulll;.ooperation £ll1d support of your endeavo), t.o start 
substllntive VlOl'~ in the CD. 

Out~r Space must be preserved for pea~.eful purposes. The p.otential tn.:·e3! pos~d by 
weaponization of Outer Space and the risk of a s'..lbseql\ent M.ms race are .of great concern 
to my country. The exploration and use of Outer Space, inchlding the Mcon and .other 
c.elestial bodies must be 8SSW'W as the province of all mankind. \Vhile ackn.owledg.Dg the 
positive role that space technology call play in meeting the global cha.llengcs, it is also a 
powerful \{lol .root only tor welfare but also for warfare. 

The legal regime fo r Outer Spac~ provides fundamcnlal rules on int""rnational responsibility 
and liability for national sp~.ce activities both civil, 111llitary and for national security 
purposes. We are opm to consider suggestions en diff-erent ways to strengthe.)ing this 
reglllle. 

Sweden supports tbe ""stabhshlllmt of an ad hDc comru; ttee ill tll.e CD to dea: with c uter 
space, 

We would suggest - as a first step .- that ti.'Ue be alloc~ted in the CD for in fonnal teclUlical 
mcetillgs invvlving a w;der range of actors in the space field fOT ~xample lronl intcrnatiOl",1 
organizations, space agenci,,;s, space law and the PI'; vale sector. TIle overall space scctOI', 
both civil and military, involves different stakeholders, and it would therefor~ be n uittUl to 
get their different perspe;tives. Smce space activiti£s often are of a dual,us" llatme and 
:nvoJve cross-cutting issues between civil and military activities, fmUTe work would benefit 
from an over all perspective_ It would alsQ be useful in order to delineate what cal) be 
usefully done ill the CD and what shouid be, or are being done in other fora. bJ so doing we 
would have to take ;1:to ace,Olm! important wOlk currently going on in the UN and 
elsewhere. The CD should come ill where there is a need \{l compiel'nent and fill lbe g"dpS in 
the existing regimes as regards aspecls of security. miii:uy and weaponizatioll, including 
the strengthening of existing i.nstruments and the possibility offJ.rther legislation. It is our 
sincere hope that thi~ work can commence without any flll1her delay. 
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