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.'vladam President, 

March L :004 - maIko lhe li!ih illln;ve"ary of the cmry-into-filfLe 01 lh~ 
C()nven:;au on the Proilihilion 0f' th~ CS~, Stockpiling. l'muu~li"n ~nd Trnllsfer of Antl­
Peroow:.cl.l'v1..i.n~s anu un TI,eir Destructiou. 

rill, ann.i\'ersar; ",ill milrk ~he count-down ~o Ihe Nmmbi Summil "n a ."vIine-Fr"~ World 
th" m<>Sl signilicant event ill i.h<J Ilk "f the Convellt]On 'JllLe iT was 'lp~ncd lor sigr,ilturcs. 
Th~ ,VClimhi Summir wil) take place from 29 "·{)\·emba to 3 lkl~mbL'T ~004 in the capi!.'i of 
Kcn;-'<), 

I iHll honound to have bwn chosen Presidem-designate ofthi.~ important <;ov<;OlJl and it is in 
this eapaeiry thar I am wking lh;;: door tod3.Y In do,,, e'lIleert ",th other States Parties 
pOlItiedariy K Ell)'a 3S host of the Nairohi Summll - I will try to dD cvcry thing m my power t" 
eD6Ure the sucecs~ lJI"thc Summit. 

More J-..an ,ixly countrie;; Cl>nl1Due to be affeckd by la.ndlllin~~. t\1any y"ars cliicr the ('nri Df 
contli~ts inmlCGnt ci\"ilian.s still 1:111 victim to thc~~ wcapons. TllS no coincidence that mOST of 
lhe allec[ed wU1)tnes are tbe poorest and kllst unciop<xi on ~axtb: llUncfidus in tljC~~ 

~()unLr~e" dday the remm ul rdug~e~, prevent post-c'mflict reconcilimion anci .;xling'Ji,h 
h(]pe for socif)-e~onomic dc\"dopmcnt. 

In the past fiv~ year.1, th~ Ll~L of thld weapon has been markd[y reum:eu, gi<lbaily, and IT'dde 
h", practically cea.,ed. few new nnti-p('rsonnci laIldmine~ ,IT, being produced, Hi:; progr~s, 
has actn lllad~ towarJs achi~,';ng the humUTntal1an objecti\·es of the Convention. Morc than 
l,SS 1 7 biilio" ha~ h"en generated t() support m.i..n~ ckHram~ anu ",,,,,lance to "idims. /\nd 
mor~ Umn 3 i million sto~kpiled mines lmve been ci<;stroy"J by the pm1J~S to the C()nv~DllOn, 

While tho: glubal community has rallied as Il~ver hcfon:: to rid lh~ ",'odd or m)ti-p~ls(lnnl:'j 
mines, mueh mOT" needs to be dOlle, Rcn~",~d UO:llcation ,,~jj be r"qUlred to eO'lIrE that 
mllw> ~TC r"illm'eu from tlle gronnd. A long-lerm CommiIDlenl i~ oeco:s~<!ry to ildJr~ss the 
lite·long care and rchnbiiitati.onnccdJ of!allurn:.n" ~LlI\'lVor,. Hence. the biggest ch<!lIenge for 
the .Vairnni Summir "'ill be to ~ecure the necefsary political and financial commitmenl ,0 
continue to eliminate the hllffiilllil"TI>m impact of anti-persolllle1 mines. 

In ill" t(;\.\ year> ,mc<;o 1999, i 41 States, inciucblg mo.,t rnine-afl:':cl~tl cOllJJlne~. have join.oU 
the ('onvcmio[]. Thi ~ represents a record IUI a lI~aly [] I" inteTTl3tj<mal law The Comfention has 
"<.:l a )11",h nOTIllali ve ,;tandard that is eVen rC'ptCl<.:U by most- though Ilol all - nOll-S ih'11"toJ"it~, 

Slgnificilllt countne" ,till r~nmin outsiJ.~ or lh~ Conwntion. rheir contribution 10 tht global 
~mJl"t is reqnired ill order tha[ Lh~ Conventlon lives up to ilS promise as an im:tmme1lt 
d~signed ~o end the suffcring cau:,ed by antJ-persGnncl mines "n~c and lOT all However, 
gi,<.:n th~ d1Tlilllll,m thot has charactcri,cd th~ universalization proc~,s of the Conv~nlion m 
lh~ pClsl Ji\"~ j"~ars, there i~ Cause li)r optimism for tbe global ban on allti-personnel mines. 

In 1his re",md, illld on the e\·c of a maior dIlmVe(",U'v in the lit;: ofth~ COll,elllWll, 1 would 
~ .. 

like to m~nlion in panieular lh" enwUT3gillg and positiw dcvelopment<; th,,[ wc hnve 
,vilne0,ed in me P3St few w~ck<; "u lh~ lmlian <;llbcolltincnt. 



i\l tlCir Iml(]Tlc ::neeting in lanuary ill hlamahCld. the Indihll Prime \1jnlsk< ,,"d til" Pr~sident 
of Pak):,tan Jgroeu lhat "cons[ructi,-" dialo,Qu~ wnuJd promon: pr,'grc:;~ tOWDrds :hc common 
<lhj ~ctivc of PLU"t, sccurit1 and crOlll)I'li~ ,kvdopment f(]r (eJci r,I two peopko ~Jl{l tilr furur~ 
!,ell~rJ.lilJn'_" r,"st weck, it 'Na:; J.ru]uunced that olTkials from both Stale, have e~ml,lishd a 
"b~sic road map" for ,uch adin]oQuc. 

With ~Lwh a mad m"p m pine..:, Ih~ time mi,bjl.t b~ rip" fot' lnJ:'-l ,mu Pakisi,"' to a],o [,lli.c ~ 
fr~~h look at [he global ban 01 ami-personnd ll1lTKS. MilU,\' 01 :it" l~l SlJ.te~ th"t have joined 
th" COnVl-'IlllOn lind lhcrnsdves in ~omple' ,eellrity environment, and with impOl1atlt 
obIigmions as part of militnry alliances. YCl th"y hll~" al' .lCccpled lhat [11C d[~a~tmu~ 

)lllm"lllt"ri~n illlraci ()rtbc"~ weapnns g:t\'mly Clul'\\'~ighs :h~ir lr_"cgillal militar:- utilily 

I'urthenllor~, dinlinating anti_persoJUlcl mine~ can CQtltribl!t~ t~ all facels of .,ecuriry_ Tn 1 'l')S 

fClr cxample, Pen! nnd Ecuador JOLlght" horder war, whidl ,'Viv un ~id" the vielOr bUl which 
("Csuited in ;mtold hurna11 misery as a rc~ull ofwide"pread I""J:-nme us,,_ Today, mine action 
coopemticm bel'\-<"ccn lhe twu cuuntries has ;t1crea"cd confIdence, helped JS5tll'e pwgres,< 111 
the J~ll1al'Cati0n 01 a disputed frontier and ba~ secn ,ucio-e'conCI(1lC gains hy hoth sides. 

M,,!~ feccnlly, ]e:1ders :'rom (Jr~e~e ,Itld Turk~y took the hold <;~nfiuenee"lJuildillg ,~tcp ami 
Jointly accepted the CU11Ventlon. When m 2001 they armouJ:lccd [heir i!li~nti(}n to join the 
Conve11tiOll, the foreig,n minister, oi lhe two countric~ stated ~Jl"t they "rccQgniJ"" fum a total 
hun Oil (anti-personnel mines) i, 'Ul. impClIknt ~nniidenee building measure that w(liIld 
contribut~ to 8~curity and 'lahility in the region." 

Cooperati01l in ~olving [he humanitarian problems causcd by n-::i-pcl'soilld Inin~s ~an indeerl 
:;!r,-,njHhen c(lllfi dence hclw~en Sl1lic~ [hal em hark 011 the n md I 0 peace_ 

At th~ Vairnhr SUmtml {)n 'i Mine"Free ,Vorid in "ov~ml'<cr uf this year_ ,hc Convention's 
Stme~ l'ani~d will [~"i"',, pT<l),,'ress and '''lablioh an a"tio11 Fkm to cnS\lr~ th ehml1l~tion of 
",,[i-persOllnel mines_ A, 1-'rc,idenl-designare of t!Jc .";airobi S,,,.mit. I therdore ~llGOllragc 
Jnlliil anu Prlkis!an, '1.~ well a, ather states not party to the Cnovemioll, to join in Wh\ll h~s 
become a ?Jollal ,;ucc·"~, ~tory:1oo to nce~d~ [(ltbe Convcnllorl 

1 had thc privilege to pre_ide over the Firsl Preparalory \-feeling f,)r the "'falrobi-Sumnlil on 
13 Fcbruar; 2004. [ wa~ again gr~ally encouraged hy \he ,uorerative 'flirit und focus on 
progre,~ Hl ,\-hiell tilt 116 r~pr~scnted "la\c~ anu \he many inL,""lalionai on,,,ms:1tions, the 
L'N-Syst~m and l1oll-govcrmu~Dtal or~anisations apprua~]-.eu Llcl,,< work. Thi~ i~ u ",~kQ1nc 
cOlllra~1 to 80m.: other i(lrJ. in Geneva. 

We are \>'-lJrkin!, tnwards an intemational ~\'ellt that will atimel puticipa-lion m a high 1'0 Ii lieal 
level and that aims w ag:r~~ on a ~trong allli concrete plan of aCllOn to addre" the 
humanit~ri,ln prohlem Cilnsed by !andmines in tht ~oming years. V,le cxpectlhm the Nairobi 
Summil will restut in u rencwcd commitmenl for the full impbncmation of the Convention. 
c\)ld. we wam III convey "- rare me<;sage in today" s mlem"-l-jonsl r<:lations 1l1ere lS a prohlem 
that can be solved. 

Thank ynu 


