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¥ladam President,

Monday  March 1. 2004 — marks the [ilth anniversary of the entry-into-foree of the
Conventon on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Prodoction and Transfer of Anti-
Parsonnel Mincs and on Their Destruction.

This anmiversary will mark the count-down w0 the Nadrobi Swamit on o Mine-Free World -
the most significant event in the lle of the Convention since it was opened lor, signatures.
The Mairahi Sumedr will take place from 29 November to 3 Docember 2004 in the capital of
Kenva,

L am honvured to have been chosen President-desiemate of this important event and it is in
this capacity that 1 am taking lhe foor today. In close concert with other States Parties
particularly Kenya as hast of the Nairob! Sumimii — T will vy to do everything in my power to
enswre the success of the Summit.

More han sty countes contipue to be affected by landmines, Many vears after the end of
conflicts innocent civilfans still fall victim to these wewpons. Tt is no coincidence that most of
the aflected countries are the poorcst and least developed on earth: mineficlds in these
counbies delay the return of refugees, prevent post-conflict reconciliation and oxtinguish
hape ot socio-econamic deveiopmend.

In the past five vears, the use of this weapon has been markedly reduced, globaily, and irade
has practically ceased. T'ew paw anti-personne] landmines are bemyg produced, Big propress
has been made towards achieving the humanitanan objectives of the Convention. More than
L85 1.7 brilion has heen generated to support mine clesrance snd assislance o victms. And
more than 31 million stockptled mines have beon destroyed by the pariies 1o the Convention,

Whule the global community has rallied as never before to nd the world of anti-personns:
mincs, much more needs o be donc. Rencwed dedication will be required to ensure that
mines are removed from the ground. A lonp-term commitment 1y necessary o address the
tite-long care and rchabilitation needs of landm’ne survivors. Hence, the higgest challenge for
the Nairom Swmmir will be to sccure the necessary political and financial commitment w
conlinue to eliminate the humanitanian impact of ang-personnel mines.

In the few years since 1999, 147 States, including most minc-affocted countries. have joined
the Conventien, This represents a record for a treaty of international law. The Convention bas
sl a gh nommoative standard that is even respeeted by most- though not all - non-signatories.

Sigmficant countries stili remain outside of the Convention. Their contribution to the global
effort is requived in order that the Convention lives up to its promisc as an instrument
designed to end the suffering caused by anti-personncl mines once and tor all. However,
given the dynamism that has characterised the untversalization process of the Convention in
the pasl [ive years, there iy cause for optimism for the global ban on anti-personnel mines.

In this regard, and on the eve of a masor anmversary i the lite of the Convention, 1 would
like te meniion in parfleular the encouraging and positive developnients that we have
wiinessed in the past few weeks on the Indian Subcontinent.



At their bisloric mesting in January in Istamahad. the Indizo Prime Minigier :nd the President

of Pakistan agroed that “consuuctive dialogus wiild promote progress tawards the cormunon

nhjective of peace, sceunty and econmic development for (Lacir) fwa peoples and for furure

eenerations.” Tast week) it wag announced that offtetals from both Siates have m[’ﬂ]lhh“d a
“basic road wmap” for such a dialopue.

With such a road map n place, the time might be npe for India and Pakistem 1o also ke a
[Tesh ook at the vlobal bun of anti-personne] mimes, Many ol tha 147 Siates that have joined

the Convention find themselves In complex secunty envionments gpd with Important

obligations as part of mulitary alliances, Yet they have al® accepled that the disastrous
humamtarian impacl of these weapons greatly outweighs their marginal mulitary utilivy.

Furthesmore, eliminating anti-personne! mines cau contribute ta all tacers nf security. Tn 1995
for cxample, Pert and Ecoader fought a horder war, which saw no side the victor but which
vesuited in untold human misery as a resuli of widespread landmiine use. Today, mine action
cooperatian hetween the two countries has increased confidence, helped assure progress m
the demarcation of a disputed fronticr and hag seen sociv-sconcmic gains by hoth sides.

More recendly, feaders from Greece and Turkey ook the bold gontidence-building step and
jeintly aceepled the Convennon. When i 2001 they anmounced thew intention o join the
Convention, the forcign ministers ol the two countrics stated shat they “recognive tha a total
han on (anli-persomnel mines) s an imporlent confidence building measure that would
contribute to security and stabihity in the region.”

Cooperation in solving the humanitarian probicms caused by anii-personngl tnimes can indeed
strengthen confidence between stdics that emhbark on the road Lo peace.

At the Nairohi Summit on g Mine-free Worid in Novembor ol this year, the Convention™s
States Parties will review progress and estabilsh an action pla to cnsure the ehminanon of
anli-personnel mines. s President-designare of the Neirodl Swremir, 1 there{ore cnconrags
Tndia and Pakistan, 15 well as olher slates net party to the Convention, to join in what has
hecome a glolal success story and 10 acesde to tbe Convention.

1 had the privilege to preside over the Firgt Preparatory Meeting for the Nairobi-Supamit on
13 February 2004, [ was again preally enconraped by the cuorsrative spirit and focus on
progress 1 which the 116 represented states and the many inlemational organisations, the
L'N-Systemn and non-goveramental erpanisadons approached this woek, This 15 & welcome
contrast o some other lora in Geneva

W are working towards an intemational event that will attrael purlicipation ar a high political
level and that alms w agree on a sirong and conerele pan ol action 1o address the
humanttarian problem cansed by landmings in the coming vears, We expect that the Nairodi
Swrmit Will reswdt i g renewed commiment for the full imblenentabon of the Convention.
And. we want 10 convey 4 rare message in today’s inlemutions] refations: There 15 a probiem
that can be solved.

Thank you



