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Mr. Pre_,idem. 

Marcil I" mark, the fifth anniversal)' of the emry-into_fmce of tile OUa" a Com entiOIl on thc Pwhibition 

Qfth. L-5., Stookpi ling, Prodllction and T mnder of A~li- Personnel \line., and on (heir DeS1ruc1ion. !"hi., is a 

significant milestone in the lifc of"thc Conventi()n, who,e first Review Conference. the Nairobi Summit 011 a 

lvline· Frec World, takes pl"ce later this yem' Th is f1fth ~llJ\ivcrsal)' will be celebrated in C"n"d" lhrough 

Landmine Awarenes, V'ieek, inch,ding ~ nllmber ofNGO-mganized e\'ent, ~cross lhe country, focu"ing on th~ 

m~n)" Canadian and other individuals "ho arc making a real difference through mine action all around the world. 

The C[mv~ntion h.as enjoyed signifioant suocess in its first fiw years. It has grown impressively, with I () 

new members joining in th~ pa,t year, bringing to 141 thc number of~ountries haw now rmifi~d or acceded. It is 
fittitlg that On this anniversary date the Convention also enters into for<:c for four ofthesc countrie" thus we 

welcome 1\\0 members of the CD, Belar", and Turke}, mld l\\oo ohservers, Gr"cc~ and Serbia and Montenegro, ~s 
they become States Partie, to thc Ottawa Com'.ntion un I March. This rapid gro\\1h testifies to the widespread 

determination to addre" the humanitarian pmhlem. that landmines crcalu. We reiterate Ollr call to all CD 

member, and observers that have not yet done;(, to join this Convention, and particularly to take steps toward 
doing "0 during this most sigoitjcant year. Canada encourages those countries emcrging from conflict t() consider 

th~ Ottawa Convention and its norms as possihle oonfidenco_huilding measures. 

Mr _ Prcsid~nt, the Ottawa Conv~ntjon, "" its tille indicates, prohibit, the u.e, stockpiling, production and 

transfer of anti-pcr;onnel landmines, and provide, for tileir rcmovnl, clearance and destruction. The Ottawa 

Comcntion i, comprehen.ivc; it, is legally binding, it i, effective; it has a large "nd growing membership_ It th".\ 
does not need to be supplemented by a partial instrumont, a, ,orne have mentioned in this forum. 

The goal remain, the un;vcrsa I it) of the Convmtio'rt .. Canada is proud tu chair the Universalization 

Contact (,mup, working toward:; this obJ eelivc, ~!Jd we are confident of ne\v member" before the Rcvic\\ 

C(}nference. Aetivu universalization eff(}rt, are IIndenvay, rcaehing out to States n(}t party, ;nchlding throug-h 

n~t works of retired senior military officer, and of parliamentanan" 10 engage them on a ~ariel)' of le\·els. 

In the interim. tho;;c statcs that consiuer that they are unahle to join the Cunvention shuuld take steps 
them"elves, individually or coIlcctwcly, ,ueh H" ~ ,tatng commitment t(} its humanitarian goals, undertakiIlg 

moratoria to not produce or transfer unti_pers()nnel lan~m;nes, beginning stockpile de'truction, 1unning mine 

action, submitting voluntary Article 7 reports, attending the Revlcw CO!Jf~r~nce as an ob,erver. Such steps would 
admowleJge the important norm established b} the Convention and the impacl that it i" having on modifying; 

behavior, at a time when the eye" of the world will be focused on tile prohlem' of anti-per.,onnel iandmine.,. 

j uo not need to r"peat that the Ottawa Convention is making a real difference, in mentality, practice alld 
in th~ lives ofciYiliane, to eliminate the scourge ofanti-pers(mnelmines: land is being clcared, returning il to 

productiv. lise; huge number, of stockpiles have been destroyed; the numher of new victi"" h~1 been red'le~d. 

G(lvcITJm~nt', regional and international organi7,ations and civil ,ociety, all i,,"reusingly aware ofthe danger., of 

landmines, are aetivcl} working together to univer,ali7c the Convcntion, tl.l improve aid tl.l victim" to undertake 
mine cJ~arance, to dcstro)ing stockpiles within de"dline5, and lO make the general public more aware of the 

awful humanitarian and development costs of using anti-personnel mines. A collective spirit and a paJtner,hJ P 

approach arC the hallmark of the Convention, all working tugethm and contributing in a ,hared spirt of 

cooperation, as we witnes_,ed yet again in the very full session of Standing Commitw"s carl icr Ihis month. 



Mr President, the Convention', first Review Confe",,",oe will take p laoe in Nairobi. Kenya from 

"""ember 29 to December 3, to cdebmte ils "uceesscs and recognize the remaining ch~llenges.It will culminate 
in a high level segment, marking thc ann;\"Crsary of its sigllarure in Ottawa,. It is fitting that this event takes pbce 

in Africa, the most mine-affected region ()f the world, drawing attentIOn to the exlent of this probl~m on th" 
continent, as well as gl()bally. 

It, central message will be that progre" has b~.n made, but that mor~ needs to be done. States Partie5to 

the Otla wa Convention will testify to their colleotive will and political commitment to move ahead to fini<h the 
job, will renew poliJical ~nd financial commitment;!() continne to eliminate anti-personnellandmines, will 

further seize T~spon.,ibility to clear mines and to assist victims. We will slate our detmnin"tioll to do so through." 

concrete Action Plan to fulfil these aims, whinh Canada ha., the honour to h. closely involved in helping to 

develop. We will communicate our ,'ision to the world through a High I.eve! Declamtion, to rcaffinn the success 

of th~ Convention, to addr~," the challenges that remain and to renew commitment to its full impicmentation. 

Mr. Prc~idcnt, at a time when the Conference on O,sarmamGnl cl>ntinlles to be unable to agree upon a 

Program of Work to addre", pre;sing issaes affecting collective and national security, it is reassuring that so 
many membero of the intemational community _ ineh'ding a largc !lumb~r of members of thi. body - are moving 

ahead to addre-s a vital is>ue of human security, ..... hieh is making ~ r~al difference in the lives or '" many people, 
communities and nati()n;, It is my hope that this positive spirit may infect the CD. 

Tha,,~ you, Mr, Presldml. 


