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Mr. Presidens,
Distinguished delzgates,

At the outset allow me 1o express my sincere appreciation to you, Mr, Presiden, for
chairing this plenary meeting today. I congratulatc you on he very skillful manncr in which
you are conducting proceedings. T look forward w your able puidance when you formally
assume the Presidency.

et me alse congratulae Ambassador Rajinah Hussain of Malaysia on her assumption of
the Presidency. 1 trust the Conference will, in her hands, further promote the positive
attnosphere that was created by the active and practical engagement of her predecessor,
Ambassador Amina Mohamed of Kenya. | assure Ambassador Hussain of the [ull support
of my delegation for her efforts (o take the Conference closer to its resumption of
substantive work

Today T have asked for the Noor to underline the importance of the Convention on the
Prohihition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and 1ransfer ol Anti-Persosmel Mines and
om Their Destruction, which 1s marking its fifth anniversary since entry into [orce in March
1999, [ appreciate Ambassador Wolfgany Petnisch of Austria, the President-designate of
the Review Conference of this Convention to he held this November in Nairobi, and other -
delegations, for having taken the floor and effectively brought this Comvention o the
atlention of the Comference, T would like to take this opportunity to assure Ambassador
Petritsch of the full support of my country which is also undertaking the role of co-chair of
the Standing Committeg on Mine Clearance, Mine Awareness and Mine Action
Technologies. At this point allow me to present the view of my country on the status of the
Convention and o reaffirm our {irm commitment to its ingplementation.

Presently, the Convenion enjoys a membership of more than 1440 countries. 1t is

remarkable that Taost of the mine-affected countries throughout the world are already party
to the Convention. We believe that the Convention holds opportunities for such
ming-affected couniries 1o alleviate and resolve therr mine problems. Most importantly, the
Convention has established the overall norm of the eradication ol anti-personnel mines,
which is demnonstrated by the implomentation of the provisions of the Convention,

including the destruction of stockpiles within the five-vear deadline. It is significant thut
States non-party o the Convention are also taking meaningful actions in line with this norm,
such ax the moratonium on the cxport of anti-personmel mincs.

The Convention also provides a lega! architeciare to promote partnership among
mine-affected countries, donor countres, inlemational organizations and civil society for
carrying out various mine actions. Resource mobilization is cssental, in particular, for
mine-affccted countrics to translate the norm into realily by making a ditference on the
ground, through mine action projects such as de-mining, victim assistance and mine risk
education. '

M. President,



Certainly, major challenges are conlmmting us. First and toremost, the norm established by
the Convention should be further universalized. Joiming the Convention invelves a difficult
Judgment on the compatibility between humanitarian objeciives and legitimate security
requircments. Japan decided o renounce anti-personnel mines in 1997, despile its laree
stockpiles. We made such a historical decision because we believed that by so doing, Japun
could make a contribution to the reduction of humanitacian problems caused by mines.

Last September, the Fifth Mecting of States Parties was held in Bangkok, Thailand, as the
tirst meeting of this kind in Asia where there still remain a substantial number of States
non-party © the Convention, As sited in the Declaration adopted at this Meeting, it is
important to generale additional public awareness of the problems of anti-personnel mines
and the benefits the Convention could offer to States parties.

Anather challenge is to mobilize resources necessary for nuine actions. It is said that over
USE 1.6 billion has been mobilized since the Convention was negotiated. [Towever, the vast
mine fields remaining thecughout the world and the continued humanitarian suffering
cansed by mines warrani sustained lmancisl emmitment to mine actions by the
mternational community.

‘The recent meeting of the Standing Committee on Mine Clearance, Mine Awareness and
Mine Action Technologies, which was held on 11 February in Geneva, revealed the
magmiude of challenge we arc facing in order to clear all mine fields. At the same time it
wis encouraging to hear from many mine-alfected countries their initiatives in setting up a
focal point for mine actions, developing national plans, allocating resources and identifying
prierities for assistance. It is important for donor countries as well to confinue to. support the
cfforts made by these atfected-couniries m the spinit of partnership, which is also provided
by the Convention.

Mr, President,

Japan is firmly comrmited Lo the implementation of the Convention. It completed the
destruction of ity anti-personne] raines last February. 1t has been doing its uimost 1o
entiance its partmerships in dealing with mine problems and will continue to do so. The
development of cffective eehnologies for mine actions is also an area in which Japan has
been making substantizl efforts. For example, my government took the initiatve of
applying high technologies to the detection and clearmoee of mines in cooperation with
companies and rescarchers, taking into sccount advice and opinions from de-miners in the
fielil.

In conclusion, consideration should be given o those who arce friends, relatives and children
ot war-tum villagers and whose dignity is at stake where armed conflict has recently ended,
but real peace is vet to come, Regardless of whether a party (o the Convention or not, it is
imperative for all of us to behave responsibly and act with a view o achieving our common
goal, thal is, to eliminate human suffering from anti-personnel mines.

Thank you.



