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:Mr. President, 
Oistinguished delegates, 

At the out,~t allow m~ 10 express my sincere appreciation to you, Mr. President, for 
chairing this plenary meeting today_ I collgratulate you on 1he very skillful manlier in which 
you are conducting proceediug'. T look fmward to yuur able guidance when you furmally 
a~~unw the Prc~idency. 

T.et me abo mngratulale Amba",~ador Rajmah liussain of Malaysiaon her as~umption of 
the Presidency. 1 trust the Conference will, in her han,t-, further promotc the positivc 
atmosphere that was created by the active and practica.l ~ngagemtillt of her predecessor, 
Amba,sador Amina Mohamed of Kenya. I a~~llIe Ambassador TTu,"ain or the fllll support 
ot my delegation for her effort; 10 lake the Conference closer to its resumption of 
substantive work. 

Today I hav~ asked fur the fluor to anderline the importance or the Convention on the 
Prohihition orth~ Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Per.lonncl Mines and 
on lheir Destruction, which i, marking it, fifth annivcr:;ary since entry into [ofce in March 
1999. I appreciate Amb"'lsadof Wolfgang Petrilseh of Austria, the Presiden1-designate o[ 
the Review Conference oftllis Coovention to he held this November in Nairobi, ami other 
delegations, for haying taken the tloor and effectively hrought thi, Comention to the 

atten1ion of the ConferCllce. I would like to take this opportunity tn """UTe Amba,>sOOor 
Petritsch of the full support of my country which i~ also undertaking the mle of co-chair of 
the Standing Co.tll.lll..ittce on Mine Clearance, Mine AWMCness and Mine Action 
Tedmologies. At this point allow me to present the view of my country on the status oflhe 
Conventiun and to reaffIrm our Irrlli co.tll.lll..itment to it, implementation. 

Pre.,enlly, the Convention enjoys a membership of more Ihan 140 eOlmtries. It is 
remarkable thatmn'l of the mine-affected countries throughout the world are already proty 
to the Convention, We believe that the c,m,ention holds opportunities [or such 
mine-affected countries to aIle\";ote and re.,,,lve their mine problems. Most importantly, the 
Convention has e~tablish£d the overall norm of the eradicati,m or anti-personnel mines, 
which is demons1rated by Ihe irnpkmcntalion of the provisions of the Conventiun, 
mduding the destruction of stockpiles within the tlve-year deadline. It is significant that 
Stales non-party to the Conyention are al;,o taking meaningful actions in line with this norm, 
such as the moratorium on the export of anti-personnel mines. 

The Convention also pmvides a I~gal architecture to promote parlncr'ihlp among 
mine-affected countries, dOnOT cuuntritlS, mlemational organization, and civil wcicty ror 
carrying out various mine actions. Re,ource mohilization is essential, in particular, for 
mine-affected countries to translate the nonn into realily by making adiffcrcnee on the 
ground, through mine action projects 'iuch a~ dc-mining, victim u88i,t;mce and mine risk 
oou~atiun_ 



Certainly, major challengc~ are confrouting u,. Firstand torcmos!, the nurm ",labli.,hed by 
the Convention mOlllJ be further universaliz.ed. JoiIling the Convention involves a difficult 
judgment ollthe colllp~tibihly bdweeIl hum3llitarian objecti\'es and legitimatc security 
requiremcnts. Jap>lll decided to renoilllce anti-personnel mines in 1997, d~,pile ils large 
srockpil"'. We made such a historical decision hecau:.e we believed that by so doing, Japan 
c"uld make a contributioll to the reduction o[humanitarian problems caused by Dllnes. 

Last Septcmher, the Fifth Meeting of States Parties wa, held in B:mgkok, Thailand, as the 
first me~ting of this kind in Asia where there slill remain a substantial number of State~ 
llon-party to thB Convenlinn. As sited in the DeclaratiOll adopted at this Meeting, il;, 
important to genemle additional public awarelle<;~ of the problems of anti-personnel mines 
and lh" benefits the COllvention could offer 10 Slate:. parties. 

Another challenge i~ to mobilize resources nex>sary for mine action~. It i, ,aid thalnver 
US$ 1.6 billion has bOXil mobilized since the Convention wa., negotiated. However, the va.~t 
mine field, remaining throughout the work! and the c(mtinued humanitarian suffering 
caused hy mines warrant sustained fmancial wmmitrnent 10 mine actions by the 
international comnumity. 

1herecelll meeting of the Standing Committee on Mine Ckaranc~, Mine Awarene88 and 
Mine Action Technologies. whkh was held on II February in Geneva, revealed the 
magniludeof challenge we arc facing in order [0 dear all mine fields. At thc same tune il 
wa, encouraging to hear from many mine-aITecled col1Iltries their mitiatives in ",[ling up a 
focal point for mine action~, developing llational plans, allocating resour~es and identifying 
priorities for assistance. It is important for donor counlrie ... a., well to c(mtiuue to support the 
efforts made by these affected-countries in the '"pirit ofpartnep;hir. which is also provided 
by th~ Convention. 

Mr. President, 

Japan is firmly commilted lo the imrlementation of the ConvCll[ion. I[ completed the 
destruction of ils anti-pBr",nne! mines last February. It ha.~ been doing its utmost 10 

enb:mce ill; par1nerships in dealing with min~ problem> and will cont:i.tlUe to do so. The 
development of effcc[ivc lCChnologie~ [0( mine action:. is also an area in which Japan ba., 
been making .~ubstantial efforts. For example, my government took the iniliative of 
applying high technologies to the detection and clBllrdIlce of mines in cooperation with 
companic~ and researchers, taking into aCCo(J!l1 advice and opinions from de-mi.llcr~ in the 
field. 

In conclusion, coo,idBralioo should be given to those who arc friends, relatives and children 
of war-tum villagers and whose dignity is at ~tak:e where armed conflict has recently endei:l 
but real peace is yet to come. Regardless o[",hether a parly 10 thc Convcnoon ornot, il i, 
imperative for aU of us to behave responsibly and act with a view 10 achieving our common 
goal, thal is, to elinunate h(1man suffering fium anti-personnel mine~. 

Thank yuu. 


