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\fr. Prc,idcnt, 

I take th" floor today to mark thm the Min", Ban CnnvcntJ01l ent~red into furL" five ycar;<; al'-o. 

Thi~ Convention if; both a humanitariflJJ and a <.hsarmament m'aty. It prov.;;s that 
mullllatcralism works_ Stat~s Pame, arc committeu to the COln!ention, atld therc i, a strong 
political will among them to ensurc it> <;llcce8'_ l!, ~slablishment and imp1cm",ntation also 
reflect a close and eonstruclive partncrship between go,,=ent~ and civil society. In 
uddllioll, it bM establ i,hcd a nonn ~gainst th", U~e of landmines \Vh1 ~h is widcly r~<;pected, 
also beyond the 141 states that have ac~eded to the Convention. We tJkc this opportunity to 
underline the importance ot uni\'cr,alising this cn'~)al instruTllcnt, ,md llrge thc states thai 
have not yd done so to join the Convention. 

NOT'\vay was among the initiators in cstabli,hing thc Mine Ball Convcntion, and is pmti~ulal"ly 
happy to note that it hu" so far. hetm highly succe,~rll1. 11 provide" thc primary framework for 
mine action and a global and dli:ctive humllI1ilarinn instrumcnt. Since tl,e Convention's entry 
into force, fewer gO\'emmcnts USe anti·per~onnellundmines, and thelr production has 
decreased. As mine clearance pro<:eeds and minc risk cdllcati<m progrilJnmes aTe 
impltmlcnted, th~ number ofncw mine victims is dccr~asing in nlilllY mine affected countries 
Stockpiles are dccreaslOg. fo date. more than 31 ulllJwn ,tockpiled mines have bcen 
destroyed. 

Not\vithslanding it> succcss, C()n"derable work still ncmalm to he done to fullillhe objeclive 
of the COJJvention: a w"rh] free ufmines. We should not loo'e 1i,ellS on thc ch~llengcs tbill 
arc before us_ 

- Anti-p",-"mncllandminc" remain a ;crious lhreat to Ii",,", health, and development. Wc are 
sllU facing a humanitarian tmlcrgcncy. 

- E \'tm 1 f man)' ~tockpilcd mines have bC~lJ destroyed, thi, process i < far trom finished, and 
needs to procccd. 

- \1uch more lleed& to be done" ith rcspc~t 10 mine deamnce. A lower numher ofmillc 
victim~ docs not mean thai the job is done - it m~ans thm we ale on tht: right w"y. 'j 00 many 
people tall vicllm to anll-personnell""dmine~. 

" We h<lve an obligation 10 help the vicllms. As mille~ continue to claim victims. th" tOlal 
need for ~s,istancc continues to !fro\\,. Minc victims need a,sblance for many yean" oftcn for 
Mc. 

TI1C First review conference of the Convcntion will take plaec in Kairobi, Kenya, in 
Dcc()mber this yeaI'. It will pnmdc an opportunity to ;trlrlress tile remaining <:h~llerlgeo. We 
hope that the Review Conference will produce what we necd to carry out th,s job: a wong 
and clear "<lmmitmcnt to <:O!ltinuc implementing the Mine Ban COn\entlOn, ,Uld to achieve its 
important objectives. 


