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Mr. Pfes/dent, 

At tnt! outset I!t me congratulate you on the pel'$Qnal commitment ariel 
determination with whiel1 y(nJ .. ~ preejdlng OVer tn. CD with SI view to. 
overcoming he presont situation ViIt11c1"l you vividly described as II 'ds8olante 
18th. rgle'. We joln yo ur tribute to tl'Ie previous Prelklana of the Conference Q 

01 sarmament, all member. of G-2 1, who In coordinating their efforts fo Ine 
he !ding of tn. in'ormal plenerles underlined the real concerns of devefopIng 
cOUl'l1J'ies on wh .. t l6 widely regarded: 9i II male of m\!ltllateralism. 

Our apprDach to d isalTIlaml!mt is fou ~~a· owr belief rn 11'1 ultiretetatlsm, which 
most particufarly serves the [nterest of $rna~ stat'$. It Is [1'1 this context thaI Wu 
would wish to pdste he CrJ, OJ, re-.oem developl1'lll ts my country, 

I take the oor today to form the mambers al the CO that Sri Lanka w~r :accede­
to ~e COllVentlon cn F':rohlbitlO'nsor Resb1ctioo, on the Uae of Certain 
Conventional Weapons 1/IIhiet1 May Be Deemed to be, El("cnsrve!y Injurious. or to 
Have Iridiscrlminate Effects (Convention 01 Certllin ConventlQnal Wearwns). 
\N'hne accedIng to th~ Convention, Sri Lanka will 'also become 8 Party to the 
Amended P otocol j[ on Mines, Booby traps and otller devices, Protoco! ilion 
Incendiary Whpons and Protoool IV on BHnding Laser Weapons, The form .. 1 
instrument for acce:e$ion will be depoalted at the Treaty E .... ent 2ao~ to be held In 
NEI.'IV York during Ihe 59' $4I88ion of the UN Gentrsl ASStefTlbly. 

Furthermore, Srl Lanka win illso be submitting iI report on a \loluntary bss,is, 
under Artlcl~ VI I of the Conllentlon on the Prohibitiol'l or tho Use, Stod!cpU;ng, 
"'rQduetion and T l1!I n,t;fer cf Anti-personnel Ml es and on Their Destructio n 
(Ottawa Corrv&ntion), " d In IIccorderlCe with UNGA 'R>eSOlutbn 58/53 , 

These measures are a reiteration ofSfi Lanka's unwavering commitment towards 
the further promctlQ of humanit2lrjan law ano i1$ contfnuEtd constructlve 
en.g~gement with the interna!Jonarcomm unity en ttle [a'llUB of ,andmin", Since 
the stgnlng of ~ ce.ufire- as rlOlemeril p.twtel'l the GOWtnrnent of Sri y nke 
and the L TIE ,in February, 2.002 lhe Government of Srf Lanka has embarilec:J on 
a comprehens e humali,ltanan mine aetron programme with the b oad o'.bJedlve 
of making Sli Lanka iii mine free country by the year 2006. The Sri Lllnka Army 
was the flat to engage andlhe major force in Ike coun1ry's d.e-mining 'etl .... ieil. 
As a fe'sult of o~ofng mJne acUon p.rogrammes tl"ta umber of mIne related 
Incidents ha\le dropped by halt and hundreds of thousands of ie Mally dlsp.laced 
persons hive been re-wtU$d In their homes. Thes~ meS6l,ne$ Elxt&nd protection 
to both ltJe dvirillin PO'pYlatfon illS well CIS the UN an d O'ther humilnitarian missions 
operating ~ th conflld affected are!!!5. 
We· aJso welcome the efforti ffl&lde by Genal/2I C&lII INhK:h h;[\I(iI been meeting 
with non"stale parties eoncem.ed with a vi.ew to · 'r aignatLJ1e of the O$ed of 
Commitment 10 en,.b 1e Sri Lankil's aecesllionto the Ottawa COI'1venUon. 


