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Remarks to the CD Pleaary - TLS. Landmine Policy

Aadume President.,

Sinee this is the first tine Thave addressed the CD with you in tha chair, 1 wish o
affer my suppoert for you in your Presidency of the CL.

I would like 1o speak today about the new 15,8, policy on landmines which was
announced last Friday, February 27, Specifically the new TS lundmine pulicy provides,
amonyg olher things, that:

o Afler 2000, the LS. will not use persigtent anti-parsonncl or antiwvehicle
landmines on any battlefield, fur uny purpose, anyvwhere in the world.

e  Within one year, the 1.8, will no lonper use any non-celeclable mine of any type.

e  The UK. will seck a worldwide ban on (e sale ot oxport of all persistent
landmines to prevent the spread of technology that kills und maims civillans, o
decision has yel been made on a possible venue,

»  Funding for the State Department's porfion of the U8, humanitarian mine action
prosrams will be increased hv S0% aver fiscal year 2003 bascline levels, to 870
rmitlion,

»  The LS. will continue 1o work hard for unsversal membership in the COW and
for pegotiation af a new protocal on anti-vehiele mmes,



Madame Prosident,

The 115, as noted 1n the ract sheet [ have asked the Secretaniar to civculbale, 15
commilied to shnunating the hummmtanan neks posed by lundmmes. We belicve the
new pollcy 1s nghl for us, and we do not wanl to force it on anvons elze. s policy
divectly addresses the cenfral humanitarian problem caused by most landmimes in the
world today: their lonsevity, We are the 1irst major mulitary power wo conunit to giving
up 2l non-detectable landmines 2nd all persistent landmines.

While the Canadian Ambassador 1 Washington noted last Friday “our different
approaches on the quest:on of The Otlawa Trealy,” we appreciate that he “weleomed the
announcemeant of the TS5, Govenmment’s strong and demonstrated comnimient o
continne addressing the humaniarian ensis prescoted by landomnes.” He "also
weleomed the anmouncement concsnnng persisient landmines and their detectabelily and
ths increase in LS. funding for demiming activities.”

T wish to emphazize the appreciation we have for the efforts supporters of tie
Oliawa Conventien and others have raken to address the humanitarian probiem caused by
landrzines. and we look forward to working together toward our cotmuman goal,

[would also note that our new policy compiements the Ann-Vehicle Mine
Proposed Prolocol sponsored by 20 nations m the CCW. We lock forward to working
with evervone engaped when the COW meets in Goneyva next wock,

bladame President,

I request that the fact sheet on the new T80 landmme policy he entered as an
afticial document of the CT).

Thank vou,



FACT SHLET
"INow Linited Statcs Palicy on Landmines: Reduving Hunanitatan Rizk and Saving [ives of
Trmuted States Sobdiers.”

PRESIDENTTAL ACTION:
The Trnited States is comumitled 1o eliminating the Inunanitarian risks posed by lendmines.

The indiscriminate wse of persistent landimines is a serions humanilarian problen: around the
world. Persistent landmines are those muoitions that remain lethal indsfinuely, alfecting
civiliang long after military action 1s over,

Adthe same time, the military capabilities provided by landmines remain necessiny for the
[Tnited States mulitary to protect our forces and save lves.

To address the hurmsanilatian problem caused vy the indiscriminate use of persistent landmines,
the President has announced 4 beld, comprehensive policy an the use of landmines that, uelike
any previous landimine policy, eovers all porsiatent landmines, botls anti-persormel AND ani-
vehicle.

No country does more than the United States to support bumanitarizn mine aclion, including
lomdmine clearance, muime misk education, and viclim assislance.

The Uniied States has provided nearly S800 million ta 46 countres since 1995 to clear
landmines and help vivilians.

Funding for the Stule Depuriment’s portion of the United States Humanitarian Mine Action
Prosram will be increased by an additional 30 pereent over Y03 baseline levels 1o $70 million &
year, significantly more than any other single coundri.

THE NEW POLICY:
The Undled Stajes bas comoutied to ¢litninate persistent landrines of all types from s arsenal.

The United States will continue to develop non-persistent ati-personncl and anti-tank
landmincs. As with the currenr United States inventory of nom-persistent landmines, these mines
will continue lo mect or execed international standards for sel=destruction and sclf- deactivation.
T his emsures that, after they arc no longer needed for the bartlefield, these landmines will
detonate or tnm themselves aff, elinnating the threat to clvilians.

The United States will comtinne to research and develop enhancameants to the current lechnolagy
of selfdestructing/sel [ deactivating landmines to develop and preserve nulitary capehilitics that
address our ransiormational voals.



The Linited States will szel a waorldwide han on the sale or export ol all peraistent landmines 1o
orevent the spread ol technolugy that Lills and meims civiltans,

Within one year, the United Stales will oo longer have any ton-detectable mine of any tvpe mils
arsenal. Today, persistent anti-persennel landimines are ONLY stockpiled lor use by the Lniled
States in fulfillment of our freaty obligations to the Republic of ¥orsa, Belweon now and the
cid o1 2010, persistent anti-velhicle mines can only be employved aurside the Repubhic of Forca
whciy authonzed by the President. After 2000, the Untled States will not cnploy either of these
Lypes of landmines.

Witliio two years, the United States will bagin ths destruction of those persistent landmines thal
ars not neaded for the proteciion of Korea.

Funding for the State Deparmment's pertion of the United States Hurnanitarian Mine Aclion
Program wall he mcreased by an addiuonal 50 percent over FY 03 bascline levels to $70 milhan
a vear, sienificantly more than any other single country.

BACKGROUND:

The Ottawa Convention entered tnto force in 1992, Partics to the Treaty cotmmit nol Lo ust,
produce, or fransler anti-persommsl landniines. They further commit w destroy all of their
stockpiled anti-personmel mdinimes, evcept these for demintng traning, within {our vears of
Joining the Trealy.

The Ottawa Convention does nol tesinet the eoiiee ¢lass of more powerful anh-vehicla
landruines and conuns its adherents to the costly and minecessary act of cleariug cvery Last
mmine i arder to achieve a "mine-free" atatus.

The hurnamitasian harm caused by ant-vehicle landmines 15 significant. Anti-vehicle mincs
pravent refirgess from traveling home, food aid from reaching the needy, and the firee exchange
af goods vital for cconone prospenty, as well as causing mjury or death 1w the occupants of
vehicles, (A rceent report from Angola sugpests that up 1o 70 percent of that country's roads are
hlocked by persisient anti-vehicle mines,)

I'he United States will nol join the Oltwwa Convention because (s terms would have required us
to give up a needed nulitary capatulity. Howewer, this new policy dramatically reduces the
danger pesed to civilians from unexploded landmines - both apti-persoonel and anti-vehicle - left
brhind alter milifary conflicts.

President Thush has chiartad a new course by addressing Lhe entire threat to innncent civilians
[romy {ne lingering nature of persistent landmiones -- both anti-personnel ANTY anti-vehicle.

Self-destruchng/sel-deacuvaling landmines have been ngorously tested and have never faled to
destrov themselves or become inert within a set time. Furthenmere, all ate battery operated. In
the: event that a self-destructing/self-deachvatimg nmne malfunctions, the battery will dle ol a sct
period of time {90 duys for exarnple) and render the mine inen.



Tamdmmes sull hase a valid and essential role protecting Tnited Stales lorees in melitary
uperalions, Landmines cnahle & commander to shape the batileficld w s advantage, They deny
the ensmy frecdom to nianeuver; enhance elfectivencss of clher weapons (sucl as small mms,
articlery or combal airerait); allow us to fight with fsver forces against a larger enemy [orce; and
protect our lorces, saving the Lves of our men and women 10 aniform and of these civilians they
ceivnd. Mo other weapon currenlly exisis that provides all the capabilines provided by
landrmines.

The United States was one of tha lirst countrics 1o suppert bumanitarian demining efforts back in
1988 when 1¢ [unded the [irst such programs in Alghanistan.

sinee Ut fime, the United States has conmistently been one of (e workl's strongest supporters of
lwmianitarian mine action, providing pearly $500 million to 44 counatrics simce 1993 when the
Umted States LlumantaGan Mine Action Program was formally esteblished. United Slates
efTorts include support for mine clearance operations, nune risk education, survivers assistance,
research and development, waimng and a public-private partnershin program.

The Thniad States Department of Defense trains countries in the procedures of landmine
clearance, mine rsk cducation, and victim asststance, g5 well as in the developruent of leadership
and orpanizational skills necessary to sustain these progzams after e deperture of United States
military trainers. ko addition, o YO researcll and development program creates new
technologles to tacihitate landming clearance.

END OF IACT SHEET,



