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iYIadarnc Pr~sidelll, 

let nk IIr'st express rny ,atisthcliun jl)T ilIe early agreemenr on tlli~ year's 

agenda ~nd for tile fact that you were able to rcaeh a consensual additional language 

ill the prC51dential slatCJIlent of.Tanuar) 27. In this way \ve can takc inlo aCeOI)llt the 

views ofthosc who bclie\'c til.)t issues Tcfeering rhe current world ,siLUatioll and new 

llln:ats should be di~cusscd ~it the CD. \V~ ha\e made a step Ii.nward hy imrodUCl!1g 

these io.~ue~ in our discussions. We would lla\'l~ he~n rcady to IOwrporate then] in 

(JIH agcnda. By spint or compromise, hut ~spccially bec"use we bc1icv~ that the rc~l 

prionty is JlO\\' <ill ab'Teement on lhl;; program of work, "\\-e joined the conS<':LBll~ ou tbe 

presid~ncy's approach, As you know, the ~liltements and initiativcs taken by the 

European union last y~ar, sl'Jrtmg \vith the TIles"aloniki Declaralion, are a response 

to the new tllr~ats imd ehallellge~ faccd by "he intemational eOlmmmily. We bope tll.11 

it \\'iJJ he pos3ihl~ uuring the elllliing sessions to address bOlh form,llly and inforrllitlly 

those issu~~ llild in panieular "out ofthc box" ilems that eatl affect our program or 

work Having tlils 111 mind, on January 20 I made" sratemt:nt regarding Ihe question 

of the deslrLlctioll of \·VlvlDs throug.h the so-wUiXJ "['()oper,lti\ i; TIlreaL Reduction" 

initiative. TillS qu.cstion is relevant 10 various disarrnalllent i.~sues including llllckar 

disarnlam<:)lt. 

\Iw!\nlle Pr~,jdent, 

Tile new lS,LI~S should not be a diversion [r·om our pmgram of work which 

rern,lins our firsi priority. On the contrary they sllou.ld be I;ouduelvc to iffi oyeraJJ 

ll1ldcr~landillg on the work to be done thi~ year. Some eOll1ltrie~ have in ra(;( indicated 

that the possibility of addressing new ls~ue~ in thc ['I) \\ould facilital~ their 

acceptance of a program of work. 

2 



Th~ " I'ive Ambassadors" proposal should in our view remain the basi~ ii)r our 

delibcrati(ln~. In this re~pect we took good note of the statemellt m~dc by the 

distinguished repn:sentative of Ekl),..-ium on Jammry 20 saymg that Documel1t cn 
16')3 Rev 11S still ahvc, that it has an evo:utlonary character and thill it is not carved 

into marble. Otha colleagues representing rhe original authors of the "File 

iUllbassad()r~'" proposal made slalelllcnts which go -at l~ast lhi,.; IS my 

understJndmg- in Ihe same direction. '1 his (.:uiu(.:ides with one of thc cOl1clusioll~ I 

had drawn during Italy's PresidGnc) of Ih.; CD: namely that tllis proposal was not a 

"take it or leave" it pBGbge. In fact the significanL adjuslment which was made to 

that text, thank~ to th..: fkxibility shown on .'\ug-ust 7 last year by ChIlla and I{ussia, 

aTe a demonsn'ation of the evolutiunary nature of the proposal. SUlDe of the items 

contained in that do(;ument are, III Ollr view, more ripe than otiJcrs for diseussi(11l ur 

negotiatiun. In this connectiun 1 wish to recall the statement made on Decenlbcr 19 at 

the CD open-~nded consultatIon.': hy my sun:e%ur as President of the CD, 

,'\mb~ssador Inoguehi, and hGr remarks or the four "eor~ issue.," Lo be addressed at 

Ih" CD. ThlO Cour "core issues" were F:'vrCT, PAROS, :-.Tuckar Disarmament, and 

~egal1\'e security a~suranees, Hut the deb 'Tee OfSUPP0l1 that thesc issues command in 

the CD ,;anes. 'Ve Silould lake this L1et iIllO ~ecolml v,· hen making the inevitable 

~ele(.:tjon on the subsidIary bodies a1l(1 on our ~dlGduk~. \Ve shall also have to keep in 

milici, when establishing our priOlities, that not every delegation is eOTilrorwblc with 

SOllle of the sugg..:sted mandates. Finally, in (lLrr deliberations on tllis year's program 

of work, we shall also have to consider tbe main devc10pmeIlls out~ide the CD. I refer 

in parl1wlarlo tbe NPT revie\'\; proccss which i~ entering ils final stagc. Our prowam 

Dr \\'ork should he consistent \"\iith that process wIllie avoiding dupliGations and 

eomradietiol1s_ 
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