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Madame Ie Presidem, 

MlSS;oN ROUMAN:, F. "'''' 

Ma preSt:nle inleTvClntion revet line importance p<l11iculiere pour rnoi, c~r ce 
n'est pas seulemcnt l~ toule prcmier~ 1'ois que j'ai I'holllleur de vaus adresser 
la parole en tant que President de la Conference pour 1c Desann(lment, mais 
c't!st egalement pour la pmmiere lois que j'ai Ie privilege de presenter une 
allocution devant la Conference depuis man anivee en tant qll'Amba~sadeW' 
t:l Representant Permanent de mon pays a Gelleve. J'y suis arrive Ie 5 
decembrc passe, il y a t:xactcment deux mois jour pour jour, avec Ie petit 
amendement que Ic 5 decembre en question etait un vendredi... une 
coYncidence poun"ait-on dire si I'on croyait en comcldences. 

Pennette7.-moi dOllC. Madame Ie Presiucllt, de vous tcheitcr pour votre 
position ains; que pour vos eHarts constants el d6dies afin d'urriyel' il un 
consensus dont nous avons taus besoin pour depassor Ie blocage prolong': de 
notre Conference. 

J'aimerais aussi formuJcr man espoir, (lui est egalement eelui de la 
de16gation rOumaine, que la Conference puisse enfin recommenccr son 
veritable tra .... <li!le plus tot possible, ce qui represellte en fait Ie ~rai bllt pour 
lequel oUe a ete cree. 

Madame President, 

As already armounccd, Illy intervention i~ focLtSed on the rcsulls of the Rca)' 
Group Workshop 011 "Progress ill meeting the aims of the Ottawa 
Convention in South Bastem Europe", that took place in Bucharest on 2 - 3 
February 2004. J take this opportunity to thank ail the pl.Irlicipan\s for their 
interest and active participution to this event 

My particular appreciation goes to the higi1ly relevant involvement in the 
debates of Ambassador KUlliko Inoguchi of Jl.Ipan, Ambassador Wolfgang 
potritsch of Auslria, Ambassador Chaiyong Satjlp:mon of Thailand: all of 
(hem found (hel time and rCSOU1"co:s to travel to Bucharest, in spit(l of tiwir 
busy agendas. 
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We are also grateful to the Ministry uf Foreign Aff<lir~ of tht; :"Jetllerlands, 
and the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian De-mining (GJ('HD) 
fbr their financial and logistic support th<lt made the worl,shop possible. 

Madame President, 

Romania's mitiative to di~cuss the most 'relevant aspects of the 
implementation of the Ottawa Convention in a regional fonnat is part of our 
national policy and colltnbutlon to tIle international efforts that are meant 10 
t::liminate tim anti-per>onnel mines (APLs) and alleviate the sufferings 
caused by ilielr use. 

A"tion was taken hy my Government even before Romania bec<llnc party to 
the ConventlOn: a moratorium WilS imposed on transfer lind production of 
APts, and our engineering troops took part in de_mining operations that 
were carried out in pellcekeeping mlSSlons Ullder UN and NATO mandates 
in Angola and Bo~nja-Herzegovina. Humanitarian medical assistance to 
mine victims was also provided ill the Romanian field hospital units 
deployed in Angola, Somalia and Kuwait. 

Madame President, 

I 11 (we the pleasure to infonn the Conference that the workshop was attended 
by rcpn:~entatjves of the cuulllrk:s uf tbe Reay Group - Albania, Bosnia and 
Hel"zegovinil, Bulgaria, Croatia, F.Y.R. of Macedonia, Greecc, Romama, 
Serbia and Montenegro, Slovenia; by participants from Austria, Belgium, 
C~nada, Gemlany, Italy, Japan, Lithuania, the r\etherlands, Qatar, Sweden, 
Thailand and representatives of the Eumpciil1 Commission, GICHD, 
Handicap IlltcJ11ational - Belgium, International CamplIign to Ban 
Landmines (lCBL), lnlemational Committee of the Red Cro~s (JeRC), 
IlltclTIiltiunal Trust Fund (lTp), Norwegian People's Aid, UNDP, U:-JMAS. 

The purpose ofthll workshop was \.0 focus on progress in implementing thl,l 
Ottawa Convention by the States Parties to it in South Eastern Europe (SEE) 
having in mind the COllvention's First Review COllferenee. It featured also a 
joinl assessment of ehllllcnges ill the States Parties' efforts to reach the goals 
ofllie Convention. 

I would like to highlight ~everal gl;:oeral conelusion~ of the Buch<lrtlst 
worksl1op, without in5;~tiolj on details. We would like to a~k the Secretariat 
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to circulate the Cbair's Summary as an official document of the Conference 
and distribute it to all member and ob,erver slates. 

One of the major a(;hievemCints in our region is the significant and steady 
progress towards the universalization of the Ottawa Convention. In this 
rc~pect, the South Etlst European c:ountriCis will rt:port to tIle "Nairobi 
Summit on a Mine Free World" that one of the Reay Group objectives has 
bc:en achieved following the depositing of the instruments of 

. ratification/accession by Serbia and Montenegro 011 18 September 2003 and 
by Gre~e and Turkey on 25 Septembc:r tlle slImt: year. 

Annther important prngrt:SS concems the stOCkpile destruction prncess: it has 
been completed before the deadlines providl:!d for by the Convention - ill 
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgruia, Croatia, Forme!" Yugoslav 
Re;public of Macedonia, Slovenia. The APLs stocks is are planned to be 
eliminated lfl Romania by for Maren 2004, more than one year anead before 
tht: deadline. 

FUl1hermore, stockpile destruction is expected to start this year in Greece, 
Serbia and Montenegro and Turkey; umli:::r these circumstances, the South­
East European region would be free of anti-persoJUlel minos stockpilCls by 
2008, one ycar befoT(; the second Review Conference of tho 01lawa 
Convention. 

Madame President, 

Tile workshop approached also the cJlalJenges that the South Eastern EuropCl 
is facillg with respect to victim assistancl;"'. Although the situation is 
positively evolving, much still remains to be done in tenns of securing the 
I1(;Ce55ar), medical care, physical rehabilitalion, psychological and social 
support and economic reintt:gration. 

'·More efforts have to be directed for mobilizing resources with a view to 
balancing the cutTen! trend of decre;llsing funding from the traditional donors 
community for mine action and victim assistance programs. 

Among of the facts frequently referred (0 was that full implementation of all 
the provisiom ofilie Convcntion are essentlal for a slll;ccssful achievL'lflent 
of the core objectives, includillg ,trict adherence to the tHmsparcnc), 
reporting measures undc:r Article 7 and enforcing the necessary national 
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impkmentalioll nle~sures, including kgal sanctions at nationall",vel for non­
compliance withlbreechcs to the provisions of the COllvem.ion. 

Madame Je Prilsident, 
Les actions accomplics par les pays de I'Europe de sud-esi dans Ie format du 
groupe Reay ont permis la realisation de bien d",s Olljcctifs de desarmelllt::nt, 
dl;! non-proliferation et de cOlltrole des amll;S la capacit';! d'exercer la 
patemite regionale, !'importance de la cooperation des 6tuts, les connexiOlls 
entre les niveaux nationaux, n6gionaux et globaux, Ie partenariat COllstrnctif 
entre les structures gouvemementa!es et la societe civile. 

).'une des conclusions qu'on <I. tout particuliercment soulif,'ll6e a I'atclier dc 
travail dl:: Bucarcst vise Ie fait que les pays de l'Europe de ~ud-est pcuvent 
constituer un exemple dc bonne perfonnance pour d'autres rcgions du 
monde, En effet, ce sont seulemenlle bOll voisinage, la confianc!;: l-eciproqll'" 
et l'int6ret commun qui ant pennis a llotn:: region d' avancer tout en rbalisillll 
les objectifs de I'Accord conclu a Ottawa, 

Madame Ie President, 
En guise de conclusion, je suis intimement persuade que J'atelier du Groupe 
Reay de Bucaresl a, une foi5 de plus, cenifi6 de 1'et1gagement reel et cfficace 
de l'Europe de sud-est d'accomplir !'important ob,iectif concernant 
l'ejim]na(ion totale (ks mines anti-persolllles ctabli .. n 1997 pur l'Accord 
signc a Ottawa. 

En esperan! que d'autres regions du monde pourmienl b6m\ficier dl:' notre 
experience, quI:' nous sommes tOllS prats a protager, jc VallS remel'cie, 
Madrune Ie prbident, pour vatIc attention. 


