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Statement at the 944th Plenary Mecting
of the Conference on Disarmament

Gieneva, 29 Janoary 2064

Ambassador Kilm:in Petéez, Permanent Representative of Slovakia

Thank you, Madam President.

Sinec this is the first ime T am asking for the foor under your Presidency,
[ would like 1o express my pleasure and satistaction to see you in the Chair of
this Conference. Tn the last couple of vears, we have worked together ar varous
UN fora where you have shown vour diplomatic skills. | am sure that yvou will
continue 1o Tead our work with dedication and charm, as you have done so far.
May T also use the opportunity to welcome our new collengues who have jo ned
our club recently,

Madam President,

On Tuesday, we adopted the agends of the Coniference. Let ne
congralulate you on your eflorts that lead 1o this approval and let me apprecialc
the spirit of compromise shown by the delegations of member states that mude
the agrecment fly, The Dastem European Group, as many times before, showed
a tlexible approach and jeined the emerging consensus between (G221 ard
WEQG. Lel me, however, make the position of my delegation a little bit raore
refined. Smce | did not take the floor during the very interesting exchange of
views in the informal plenary a week ago, you can lake my intorventlion as an
HLxplanation after the vote®, and as an early contribution to the debate on the
pragramme of work, !am, of course, aware of the fuct that Slovakia is not
a heavyweight in thiz .arena™ but still, [ hope that our presence here is of any
SENSE.

My delegation could have accepted a little bit more ambitious wording of
the relevant part of the Presidential Statement atlached to the agenda. The
Conference on Disarmament cannot, in onr view, Iot the now secunty threats and
new challenges puss by without addressing them properly, because then il can
easily face the risk of being marginalized. Nevertheless, we sincerely welcome
the adoption of the agenda and we arc ready 1o make a step forward towards
adopting the programme of work.



in this regard, Madam President, [ can reiterate the priority of the Slovak
Republic which is negotiating an FMCT, based on the once already approved
mandate as o slarting poinl. We believe that tlus mandate can be further
claborated 1o 4 way that would adress at] aspectls of concern and interest of hoth
individua! member stales and regional proups. We believe that this would he the
mast logical reopening of the pame in the CI1D afler a7 years long break m
negotiations. {1 am deliberately not using the words stalemate, deadlock or
impasse, because | am not sure whether 10 would be of any help.)

On the other hand, Slovakia has queued up with those delegations that
favour the adoption of a complete programme of work on the basis of the AS
proposal. On the basis of the AS proposal viewed as an open framework, with 12
rigid linkages, but laking into account the legimitimate expectlations and
mierests of all members, taking into account the legitimate expectations of the
whote international community, because peace and security are the matter of all,
not only of the 66 mcmbers of the D, As our Hunparian colleague,
Armbaszador Toth suid at the last session, the €1 rules of procedure and irs
established practice provide ample tracks how to address all the issues of
concern at a proper thne and n the most appropnate way.

In conclusion, Madam President, let me inform vou about an important
legislation adopted in my country, related to our work here in Geneva, On 23
January 2004 the Slovak Republic completed the process of ratification of ihe
Amendment to Anicle ! of the Cenvertion on Prohibitions or Restriclions on
lhe Use of Certain Convenbopal Weapons Which May be Deeemed to be
Excessively Injurious or t¢ Have Indiscriminate Effects (CCW ) and her national
instrument of ratification is on the way to the depository of the Convention,
Secretary General of the UN. Slovakia continues to sland firmly behind its
commitment to restrictions on the use and eradication of inhwmane weapors,
taken up in the lwme ninctics and at the hegiming of this century by her aclive
engagement in the Ottawa process, the COW Amended Mines Frotocol follow-
up process and the CCW review and follow-up process.

Thank you, Madam President,
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